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C I T Y  O F  T R E E S ,  H I L L S  A N D  R I V E R S      ●      W E S T L I N N O R E G O N . G O V  

Memorandum 
 
Date:  June 13, 2023 
 
To: Mayor Bialostosky and City Council 
 
From: Darren Wyss, Planning Manager 
 
Subject: AP-23-02 Public Comments 
 
 
Between the City Council public hearing on June 6, 2023 and the June 13, 2023 deadline of 
5:00pm to submit additional information, staff received six additional comments related to the 
appeal of WAP-23-01/WRG-23-01/FMA-23-01. The Applicant and Appellant will have until noon 
on June 20, 2023 to submit written rebuttal to new information. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at dwyss@westlinnoregon.gov or 503-742-6064 with any 
questions regarding the materials or process. 

mailto:dwyss@westlinnoregon.gov
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Wyss, Darren

From: John J. McCabe <dbjmcm@msn.com>

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 5:07 PM

To: Gary Walvatne; Schroder, Lynn; City Council; Wyss, Darren; chris.wellander@wsp.com; 

McDermott, Nicole; Williams, John

Subject: Fw: Fields Bridge permit

Attachments: Image (468).jpg; 20230522_182533.jpg; 20230607_125614.jpg; 20230607_125227.jpg; 

20230607_125441.jpg; 20230610_144908.jpg

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow instructions from this sender 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for
further assistance.

From: John J. McCabe <dbjmcm@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 5:04 PM
To: Bialostosky, Rory <rbialostosky@westlinnoregon.gov>; Baumgardner, Mary <mbaumgardner@westlinnoregon.gov>; 
lgroner@westlinnoregon.gov <lgroner@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: Fw: Fields Bridge permit

From: John J. McCabe
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 4:59 PM
To:
Subject: Fields Bridge permit

To have this item added to the record for the appeal for WAP-23-0.1/WRG-23-01/FMA-23-01.

Since Staff and the applicants have chosen to submit statements that are in violation of the CUP for 
WFD, the Council needs to remand the appeal back to the planning commission, unless any and all 
CUP's are allowed to be overridden by the City Staff.

Since Lewis and Clark was addressed as a roundabout, that is 89 Feet in diameter. There is a posted 
15 MPH designation to enter the roundabout, with the necessary Yield signs. As for the City of 
Tualatin the Roundabouts are a 4-way stop. WFD is 20 feet wide, the roundabout is listed as 3 feet. 
This really leaves no room to navigate safely in this region. The CUP also listed that there would be 
cross walk with a flashing beacon. All Flashing Beacons are maintained by Clackamas County. There 
has been no contact with Clackamas County by any parties as to Fields Bridge. Is this just ignoring 
the CUP condition that even Councilor Erwin voted in favor of?

As of West Linn the planning commission was informed that there would be a posted speed of 20 
MPH that went along with the reduction in the size of the Clackamas County Guardrail for the Fields 
Bridge. KPFF stated that there would be no reduction in speed, voiding out the Planning Commission 
Condition. It also voids out the Clackamas County Department to reduce the length of the Guardrail 
that was constructed for Safety and Federal Highway Regulations.
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Then there is the "wall" in Fields Bridge Park. The 5 to 8 feet is a number. If the wall is to hold the fill 
for the "road" if would have to be at road level which is more than 12 feet. With no guardrail there is 
no safety for the cyclist who will just use the park or the North Side of the Road as the South Side is 
not safe with the changes that staff desires.

As for informing ODOT of any speed change, or even that a roundabout, along with a change of 
realigning WFD to the South was nver provided to WSP or ODOT, even though it was supposed to 
during the tolling discussions, yet the staff did not participate as required.. The 10th Street roundabout 
was however informed.

As for the bike path at Fields Bridge, South Side, where are the utility poles to go? They were 
replaced within the last two years. Why would they have been replaced unless the City of West Linn, 
did not inform them properly.

As for WLWV, they may be unable to operate all of their school buildings. I have attached the 
2023/24 budget that show that the Ending Fund Balance is close to being fully used by 6/30/25, 
unless buildings are closed, or not opened.

John McCabe
503-351-5319









June 13, 2023 
 
Subject: Written Comments provided pursuant to Council Hearing for Appeal AP-23-02, 

Regarding the Planning Manager Decision for WAP-23-02 / WRG-23-01 / FMA- 
23-01, a Water Resource Area Permit, a Tualatin River Greenway Permit, and a  
Flood Management Area Permit to construct street improvements along Fields  
Bridge Park 

 
Mayor Bialostosky, Council President Baumgardner, and Councilors Erwin and Groner: 
 
As a resident of West Linn, I have taken an interest in our City’s government and, in particular, 
our land use process and decisions.  I have been a member of the City’s Planning Commission 
for over eight years, including six years as its Chair.  That said, I am providing written comments 
regarding Appeal AP-23-02 as a City resident, not as a member of the Planning Commission.  
Also, my statement does not represent any consideration by the Planning Commission of this 
appeal or the Planning Manager Decision.  Further, my comments are provided in light of the 
City Attorney’s determination (during the March 13, 2023 Council hearing for Appeal AP-23-01) 
that the Council is the final decisionmaking body for appeals of Planning Manager Decisions in 
accordance with Community Development Code (CDC) Chapter 99.240(A) and, therefore, 
cannot remand Appeal AP-23-02 or the underlying application to the Planning Commission.  
Bearing this in mind, my comments present no conflict with my role as a Planning 
Commissioner. 
 
Ballot Measure 3-572, “Willamette Falls Drive Road Improvements in Fields Bridge Park” 
 
During the special election held on November 2, 2021, the City proposed Ballot Measure 3-572 
for voter consent and approval to “allow the frontage of Fields Bridge Park to be used for road 
improvements, including required grading to install sidewalks and separated bike lands along 
Willamette Falls Drive.”  (Measure 3-572 Summary, see attached copy) 
 
The information presented to the voters focused on pedestrian and bicycle improvements, 
including sidewalks and separated bike lanes that are referenced several times, yet there is no 
specific mention of a roundabout and street parking as part of the referenced “road 
improvements.”  The Measure 3-572 Explanatory Statement refers to the WFD Concept Plan, 
but otherwise provides no description of the road improvements, carefully avoiding mention of 
the proposed roundabout that would be the most prominent feature resulting from voter 
approval of the requested use of park land.  Consequently, the voters are left to find and review 
the WFD Concept Plan on the City’s website to understand the scope of the approval sought by 
this ballot measure.  In short, the Explanatory Statement for Measure 3-572 focuses on 
sidewalks and bike lanes and does not provide any details regarding road improvements, 
including the roundabout and street parking.  This lack of transparency is in clear violation of 
ORS 251.345, which states in its entirety: 
 



251.345 Explanatory statement. Not later than the date specified by the Secretary of 
State, in a county that prepares a county voters’ pamphlet, the governing body for any 
electoral district that has referred a measure to the voters shall submit an impartial, 
simple and understandable statement explaining the measure and its effect. [1989 
c.1031 §6; 1991 c.48 §2]  (underlining added) 

 
The Explanatory Statement says, “This measure is not a bond measure to fund road 
improvements.”  However, it is clear from the City Engineer-approved design that the major 
“effect” of Ballot Measure 3-572 was to seek approval for road improvements on park land, not 
the sidewalks and bike lanes touted in the Explanatory Statement.  This violates the 
requirement of ORS 251.345 to present “an impartial, simple and understandable statement 
explaining the measure and its effect.”  Without a clear presentation of the proposed road 
improvements in the Explanatory Statement, the voters of West Linn were not provided the 
opportunity to fully understand the “measure and its effect” on Fields Bridge Park, Willamette 
Falls Drive, and the community in general. 
 
Accordingly, the voter approval of Fields Bridge Park land was obtained improperly through 
Measure 3-572.  As necessary, the City Council should refer the entire process for voter consent 
of Measure 3-572 for review by the Secretary of State Election Division, which oversees 
elections in Oregon, including local ballot measures.  Further, until such a review is conducted, 
the basis for this land use on park land is not supported by the vote for Measure 3-572 and, 
therefore, any further design, permitting, and construction should be halted. 
 
Consequently, I am in full support of Appeal AP-23-02 and urge the Council to overturn the 
Planning Manager Decision for WAP-23-02 / WRG-23-01 / FMA-23-01. 
 
I respectfully submit the above comments to the West Linn City Council. 
 
Gary Walvatne 
West Linn, Oregon 
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Elizabeth Rocchia

Erocchia@comcast.net
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Finally the WLWV budget for 2023/24. The school district has been spending more General Revenue expenses 
in 2022/23 and 2023/24 Due to the continued reduction with enrollments since prior to the pandemic has 
decreased the ending fund balance. 

The school district can choose activity to the North of WFD, but it must be to the CUP. Brandon Place 
Extension to be emergency access only from Dollar Street. Also the need to file for a speed reduction if the 
Guardrail at the Fields Bridge is reduced. These two items are included in the CUP, but from testimony on 
6/6/23 they have and will continue to be ignored.

John McCabe
503-351-5319

From: John J. McCabe <DBJMCM@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 4:20 PM
To: John J. McCabe <dbjmcm@msn.com>
Subject: dbjmcm@msn.com

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android










