


To the City of West Linn, Planning & Development 

Re: Willamette United Methodist Church located at 1683 Willamette Falls Drive 

We are requesting historic review of the first phase of exterior renovations. The project includes the 

eastern section of a 43’x12’ 8” two story frame structure that was added to the church sometime 

between 1930-1958. Referred to as the “Southeast Elevation Siding Replacement”, the work consists of 

removal of wood siding and windows, replacement of siding with Composite Board of similar profile and 

dimension, replacement of thirteen double hung wood windows and frames with Milgard Series XXX 

single hung, one over one window units. Existing sills will be refurbished. Trim including corner boards 

will be reused or replaced in kind. Exterior shall be painted to match existing adjacent finishes. 

Interior work shall include patching and limited repair at window openings to accommodate the new 

windows. 

The project will replace severely deteriorated exterior finishes to the wall running north-south along the 

alley. While this elevation is not visible from the main front of the church, it does face the historic 

residential district across the alley.  

A variance will be required to permit use of composite material siding (Hardie Board).  

Per Section25.060, the original construction will be restored as much as possible. There are few if any 

stylistic features to be preserved. The windows were unique to this addition and are not sized like any 

other windows. The profile and proportion of the parts are selected to be a close match to the existing 

wood frame windows, with the exception of the upper lights at the second story that are not divided. 

Per Section 58.090, standards are adhered to with exception of the siding material and the window 

replacements. 

Per Section 58.100, the applicant is requesting a variance under paragraph A. this will include the 

materials for the siding and for the windows. 

This project has been bid and awarded and is ready to start, pending approval by the Historic Review 

Board. 



From: Neel, Deborah L
To: Wyss, Darren
Cc: Chris Heilman
Subject: WUMC and HRB
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 4:34:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow instructions
from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, please contact the
Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

It is my understanding that the church building does not fall under eligible or contributing to
historic significance. In other words we are not compatible nor included in the review by the
HRB for our exterior repair projects. However, we are happy to answer some of your
questions as follows:

13 windows are unique to the church and are only found on the alley side of the church
addition on the lower and upper levels. Only the upper level windows have divided
lights. Replacement windows will not have true divided lights and snap in mullions are
not acceptable for many reasons.
the new windows are vinyl clad wood, single hung
all siding is to be replaced with composite board which will have a longer life cycle and
hold paint better. See the plans for extent of work. It is only the two story addition that
is included in this phase.

Deborah Neel, Architect, Project Manager, COR
Project Execution Branch, Infrastructure Management Division
US Fish and Wildlife Service Legacy Regions 1, 7 & 8
Office: 503-231-2047
Cell: 971-282-2237

mailto:deborah_neel@fws.gov
mailto:dwyss@westlinnoregon.gov
mailto:lfheilman@comcast.net


Willamette United Methodist 
Church
West Linn, Oregon

A presentation of pictures and sketches from 1908 to the Present



1908 to 1930

The original structure in 1908 was added to and raised a half story in 1921. The bell tower was modified then.



1958 to 1963

The front exterior stair was replaced by the entry addition and the bell was relocated to a steel tower.



1995 to 2002

The construction of the shed surrounding the bell tower structure has not been dated –no documentation.



1997 to 2009 North Addition

In 1997 the design for the North Addition was accepted with conditions by the Historic Review Board.
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CONTINUE RENOVATION WORK TO OUTSIDE
CORNERS.
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