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The owner of Parcels 2 and 3 is proposing to remove the 

stand of Douglas-fir trees there and the owner of Tax Lot 

5300 questions the effect of increased exposure on the 

continuation of the stand on Tax Lot 5300. I went to the 

site on 3/22/2019 to evaluate the situation and the proposal. 

 

Looking north into the east portion of Tax Lot 5300 with 

Tree 18 (T18) on Parcel 2 in the foreground. T18 will be 

removed. Trees beyond the fence (Tax Lot 5300) constitute 

an open stand, a continuation of the subject tree on Parcel 

2. Most of Parcel 2 and all of Parcel 1 are devoid of trees, 

providing little or no wind break for Tax Lot 5300.  

 

 

 

        T18 on Parcel 2. 

 

 

 

 

Looking north from T24 on Parcel 3 into Tax Lot 5300. 

Here on the west side of Tax Lot 5300 the open stand 

continues as mixed hardwoods and conifers. The trees on 

Parcel 3 do provide a wind break for Tax Lot 5300 from 

southerly winds. The trees on the west side of Tax Lot 

5300 are fully exposed to winds from the east, north and 

west. The elevation is lower that Parcel 2 and this reduces 

wind exposure from the south. 
 

 

 

 

      A bigleaf maple (typical) on the west side of Tax 

Lot 5300. This is a very open stand of trees. 
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Conifers in an open stand have exposure to sun and 

wind. This enables them to develop a strong trunk taper 

and a robust live crown ratio (LCR). Tree taper is a 

measure of the decrease in trunk diameter as a function 

of height above ground. Trees with a high degree of 

taper are more wind firm and resistant to trunk snap 

caused by wind. LCR is the ratio of a tree's total height 

that has foliage vs. bare trunk. A conifer with high LCR 

is less likely to snap or uproot in a wind storm.  

 T18 

 

              This Douglas-fir tree in Tax Lot 5300 has a 

high LCR and strong trunk taper. It is characteristic of 

the conifers on Tax Lot 5300 and on Parcels 2 and 3. 

These traits indicate an open stand vs. a closed stand. In 

a closed stand, tree trunks grow with no noticeable taper 

and with live branches only at the top. Such trees are 

typical of plantations and the pole-like quality is 

desirable in the logging industry. They rarely snap or blow down because they all support each 

other, and because there are edge trees that develop strong taper and LCR by virtue of growing at 

the edge of the closed stand, exposed to the elements. When edge trees are removed, the interior 

poles tend to snap and blow down in wind events. None of the subject trees here are interior 

trees. 

     
 

A view from Skyline Drive nearby. The mature conifers 

seen here are doing well as stand-alone trees. This 

landscape is typical of the neighborhood.  

 

Tree removal on Parcels 2 and 3 will allow increased 

wind velocity from the south on the trees in Tax Lot 

5300. In my opinion the adverse effect will be negligible, 

and I do not anticipate trunk snap or blow down to result.  
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1. Client warrants any legal description provided to the Consultant is correct and titles and 

ownerships to property are good and marketable.  Consultant shall not be responsible for 

incorrect information provided by Client. 

 

2. Consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information provided 

by others. 

 

3. The Consultant shall not be required to give testimony or attend court or hearings unless 

subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including additional fees. 

 

4. The report and any values expressed therein represent the opinion of the Consultant, and the 

Consultant’s fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specified value, a stipulated 

result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.  

 

5. Sketches, drawings and photographs in the report are intended as visual aids and may not be 

to scale. The reproduction of information generated by others will be for coordination and 

ease of reference. Inclusion of such information does not warrant the sufficiency or accuracy 

of the information by the Consultant. 

 

6. Unless expressed otherwise, information in the report covers only items that were examined 

and reflects the condition at the time of inspection. The inspection is limited to visual 

examination of accessible items without laboratory analysis, dissection, excavation, probing, 

or coring, unless otherwise stated. 

 

7. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the 

plants or property in question may not arise in the future.  

 

8. The report is the completed work product. Any additional work, including production of a 

site plan, addenda and revisions, construction of tree protection measures, tree work, or 

inspection of tree protection measures, for example, must be contracted separately. 

 

9. Loss or alteration of any part of the report invalidates the entire report.  
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