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Date:  March 30, 2016 
 
To: West Linn Planning Commission 
 
From: Darren Wyss, Associate Planner 
 
Subject: CUP-15-03 – Public Testimony Received Since 3/16/2016 Public Hearing 
 

 

At its March 16, 2016, Public Hearing, the Planning Commission was presented with 
numerous public comments and written testimony regarding the application for the Sunset 
Primary School Replacement. All materials received at the hearing have been incorporated 
into the record and are available on the City’s website.  
 
In addition, since the March 16, 2016, Public Hearing, which was continued until April 6, 
2016, a number of additional public comments have been received from city residents, as 
well as comments from the West Linn Parks Department and the Oregon Department of 
Transportation.  All comments received as of the date of this memorandum are attached 
and are available on the City’s website. 
 
The applicant has also provided a supplemental submittal that can be found attached to the 
Supplemental Staff Report dated March 30, 2016. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at dwyss@westlinnoregon.gov or 503-722-5512 with any 
questions regarding the materials or process. 
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Date:  March 24, 2016 
 
To: Darren Wyss, Associate Planner 
 
From: Ken Worcester, Parks and Recreation Director KW 
 
Subject: Sunset School Proposal 
 

 
Purpose:  To clarify the Parks and Recreation Departmental position on at least two issues surrounding 
the proposed New Sunset School Project. 
 
Background:   We have received calls and discussed several comments relating to the above mentioned 
project.  To some degree our previous comments have either not been forwarded or have been 
misinterpreted. 
 
Discussion:  
Issue One, Planning Process for Sunset Park.  We have always maintained that as the School District 
moves forward with their design and planning for the Sunset Primary School Replacement project, West 
Linn Parks and Recreation Department staff will concurrently initiate planning efforts with Sunset Park 
neighbors and Sunset School parents to discuss and plan future improvements to the existing Sunset 
Park.  School District staff have been actively involved with the Parks and Recreation Department over 
the course of the school design and will continue as previously agreed upon, coordinating improvements 
for both the school and park site.  I personally have attended a meeting of the Sunset Neighborhood 
Association to discuss the planning process and the fact that the areas mainly in question involve an old 
wading pool that was decommissioned per Health Department Standards and a playground with 
equipment that has already served over one-half of its planned useful life.   
 
At that meeting, we also discussed potential tree issues relating to the proposed storm-water facility, 
and I am on record as a certified arborist doubting any major impact to existing trees as a result of that 
facility. 
 
Anyway, a new planning group has been formed with an open invitation to all interested citizens for the 
park design process.  To that end, an initial meeting was held at City Hall on March 15th.  The next 
meeting will be held in April.   
 
Next month marks the 65 birthday of Sunset Park and we are committed to providing a new and 
rejuvenated park that will provide the same amount of activities and service to the community for the 
next 65 years as it has provided in the past. 
 
Issue Two, Recreational Benefit to the Community.   
The West Linn Parks & Recreation Department takes a lead role in organizing and supporting community 
youth sports activities.  The City and School District have enjoyed a long and successful partnership in 
providing outdoor sports field opportunities and experiences for West Linn youth both at City Park sites 
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and at School District facilities.  The existing sports field at Sunset Primary school is included as an 
important resource for organized youth baseball, softball and soccer.  While the size of the existing 
sports field is marginal for older athletes, it meets the demand for practice facilities for all ages and is 
heavily used by the younger participants.  Records indicate that over 500 hours of team athletics occur 
on this site each year and support over 3700 West Linn student athletes.  While the new proposed 
sports field is smaller than the existing, current activities may continue.  If the site is reduced to 
accommodate additional parking or storm water management features, the scheduled use of this 
important community field will be compromised.  West Linn Parks & Recreation supports the site design 
for the new school to create an adequate new sports field with adjacent children’s playground and off-
street parking for parents and spectators. 
 
What has not been discussed, is the overall impact to community recreation that keeping Sunset School 
in its current location affords.  The importance of this decision is extremely far reaching as it 1), also 
allows the community the continued use of Oppenlander Fields (the back-up site for this school) for 
youth sports and community recreation and 2), the subsequent purchase and land swap agreement 
between the City and School District has also enabled the City to acquire nearly seven acres of land next 
to Tanner Creek Park that is used year-round for additional youth sports and community recreation 
activities. 
 
Recommendation:  Please consider this as testimony for the upcoming Planning Commission Hearings 
 
 


















