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Government—State and Local

A Small City Approach to Mapping
City of West Linn

West Linn, Oregon, USA 

By Kathy Aha, GISP

Contact
Kathy Aha, kaha@westlinnoregon.gov

Software
ArcGIS 10.0 for Desktop

Data Sources
West Linn GIS and Economic Development Department, Metro Regional Land Information System 
(RLIS), Clackamas County GIS

The City of West Linn, located 10 miles south of Portland, Oregon, with a population of 

25,425, has built a robust GIS over the last fifteen years. More than 200 specialized map 

products and applications are developed each year from a one-person department. The 

business license map shown here is an example of the city’s wide variety of mapping 

topics that include public planning processes and visioning, economic development, public 

works, engineering, street maintenance, city administration, and parks.

The business license mapping project utilizes West Linn’s business license renewal 

database and geocoded point locations of all businesses within the city limits. Six business 

license categories were identified and unique colors are represented on the map to help 

the Economic Development Committee during meetings and presentations.

Courtesy of City of West Linn.






