
CONTACT

50 3 - 6 5 6 - 7 8 5 3

w l r e f@ l i n c c . o r g

we s t l i n n l i b r a r y . o r g

ADULTS
WOMEN IN HISTORY

WOMEN'S 
HISTORY

W h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  b o o k s :  
 

T h e s e  b o o k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e
n o n - f i c t i o n  s e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e

a p p r o p r i a t e  D e w e y  d e c i m a l
n u m b e r .  

 
 C a l l  N u m b e r = G e n e r a l  N o n -

F i c t i o n  S e c t i o n
 
 
 
 

G e t  b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v / l i b r a r y /

p e r s o n a l i z e d - b o o k -
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

 
D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
M a y  2 0 2 3

W o m e n ' s  h i s t o r y  i s  f u l l  o f  t r a i l b l a z e r s  .
M a n y  o f  t h e  b o o k s  l i s t e d  h e r e  w i l l  b e

a b o u t  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  o r  w e r e  r u l e
b r e a k e r s .   T h e r e  i s  t h e  w e l l  k n o w

q u o t e ,  " W e l l - b e h a v e d  w o m e n  s e l d o m
m a k e  h i s t o r y . "  T h i s  i s  t r u e  w h e t h e r  i t

w a s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,
j o i n i n g  t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  o r  m a k i n g

a d v a n c e m e n t s  i n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  s c i e n c e ,
o r  p o l i t i c s .   

 



Good and Mad:  The Revolut ionary Power of
Women's  Anger
by Rebecca Traister  (305.4209 TRA)
In  the year  2018,  i t  seems as  i f  women's  anger  has
suddenly  erupted into the publ ic  conversat ion.  But
long before Pantsuit  Nat ion,  before the Women's
March,  and before the #MeToo movement,
women's  anger  was not  only  pol i t ica l ly  cata lyt ic
but  pol i t ica l ly  problematic .  The story  of  female
fury  and i ts  cultura l  s igni f icance demonstrates  the
long history  of  b i t ter  resentment  that  has
enshrouded women's  s low r ise  to  pol i t ica l  power
in  America,  as  wel l  as  the ways  that  anger  i s
received when i t  comes from women as  opposed
to when i t  comes from men.

Amazons,  Abol i t ionists  and Act iv ists
by Mikki  Kendal l  (Reserve today)
A bold and gr ipping graphic  h istory  of  the f ight  for
women's  r ights .  This  ongoing struggle  has  spanned
human history,  touched near ly  every  culture on
Earth,  and encompassed a  wide range of  i ssues,
such as  the r ight  to  vote,  work,  get  an educat ion,
own property ,  exerc ise  bodi ly  autonomy,  and
beyond.  Amazons,  Abol i t ionists ,  and Act iv ists  i s  a
fun and fasc inat ing graphic  novel -sty le  pr imer  that
covers  the key f igures  and events  that  have
advanced women's  r ights  f rom ant iquity  to  the
modern era.

Civi l  War Wives
by Carol  Berk in  (973.7082 BER)
In  these moving stor ies  of  Angel ina Gr imké Weld,
wife  of  abol i t ionist  Theodore Weld,  Var ina Howel l
Davis ,  wi fe  of  Confederate pres ident  Jef ferson
Davis ,  and Ju l ia  Dent  grant ,  wife  of  Ulysses  S .
Grant ,  Carol  Berk in  reveals  how women
understood the catac lysmic  events  of  their  day.
Their  stor ies ,  taken together ,  help  reconstruct  the
era of  the Civ i l  War  with a  greater  depth and
complexity  by  adding women's  exper iences  and
voices  to  their  male  counterparts .

Broad Band:  The Untold Story  of  the Women Who
Made the Internet
by Cla ire  L isa  Evans (004.0922 EVA)
The history  of  technology you probably  know is
one of  men and machines,  garages  and r iches,
a lpha nerds  and brogrammers.  But  the l i t t le-
known fact  i s  that  female v is ionar ies  have a lways
been at  the vanguard of  technology and
innovat ion--they've just  been erased from the
story.  Unt i l  now.  Women are not  anci l lary  to  the
history  of  technology;  they turn up at  the very
beginning of  every  important  wave.  

America's  Working Women
by Rosalyn Baxandal l  & L inda Gordon 
(Reserve today)
Spanning the years  f rom 1600 to  the present ,
se lect ions  f rom diar ies ,  popular  magazines,
h istor ica l  works ,  ora l  h istor ies ,  letters ,  songs,
poetry ,  and f ict ion show women's  creat iv i ty  in
support ing themselves,  their  fami l ies ,  and
organizat ions  or  associat ions.  New select ions  show
the histor ica l  or ig ins  of  today's  important  i ssues:
sexual  harassment,  equal  pay,  "sex  work,”  work in
the underground economy,  work in  the home,  and
shi f t  work.  

D-Day Gir ls :  The Spies  Who Armed the Resistance
by Sarah Rose (940.5486 ROS)
The dramatic ,  inspir ing  story  of  the extraordinary
women recruited by Br i ta in 's  e l i te  spy agency to
sabotage the Nazis ,  shore up the Res istance,  and
pave the way for  Al l ied v ictory  in  World  War I I .

Fearless  Women
by E l izabeth Cobbs (Reserve today)
Cobbs traces  the long h istory  of  American
feminism,  dat ing back to  the Revolut ion,  when the
founding pr inc ip le  of  equal i ty  became a  batter ing
ram against  h ierarchy.  She te l ls  th is  story  through
the publ ic  and pr ivate l ives  of  16 women who
pushed the boundar ies  of  their  t imes and ins isted
on their  r ight  to  control  their  bodies  and their
l ives

Fly  Gir ls
by Keith  O'Br ien (629.1309 OBR)
High adventure and high ideals  merge when a
corps  of  intrepid  female av iators  batt le  to  take
part  in  the hugely  popular  a i r  shows of  the 1920s
and 1930s.  Ult imately ,  one of  our  heroines  would
win a  race that  earned her  the r ight  to  be ca l led
America 's  best  p i lot .

A History  of  the Wife
by Mari lyn Yalom (306.8723 YAL)
A study of  laws,  re l ig ious  pract ices ,  soc ia l
customs,  economic  patterns,  and pol i t ica l
consc iousness  that  have af fected generat ions  of
wives:  in  ancient  Greece,  where daughters  were
given by fathers  to  husbands to  create leg i t imate
offspr ing;  in  medieval  Europe,  where marr iage
was infused with re l ig ious  meaning;  dur ing the
Reformation and the Age of  Enl ightenment,  when
ideals  of  companionate marr iage came to the
fore;  and in  twent ieth century  America,  where a
new model  of  spousal  re lat ionships  emerged.

In  Praise  of  Dif f icult  Women
Karen Karbo (305.4092 KAR)
Presents  informat ion on female ru le-breakers ,
inc luding Josephine Baker ,  Jane Goodal l ,  Margaret
Cho,  and Hi l lary  Rodham Cl inton.  Karbo presents
br ief  informat ion on iconic  female ru le-breakers .
She shows how these women charted their  paths
with l i t t le  regard for  soc ia l  or  cultura l
expectat ions,  l iv ing  l ives  that  both i l luminate and
inspire.

New Women in  the Old West
by Wini fred Gal lagher  (305.4097 GAL 2021)
A r ivet ing h istory  of  the American West  to ld  for
the f i rst  t ime through the p ioneer ing women who
used the chal lenges  of  migrat ion and sett lement
as  opportunit ies  to  advocate for  their  r ights ,  and
transformed the country  in  the process .  Between
1840 and 1910,  over  hal f  a  mi l l ion men and
women traveled deep into the underdeveloped
American West ,  the vast  lands  that  extended from
the Great  P la ins  to  the Paci f ic  Ocean.  Surv iva l  in
this  uncharted region required two hard-working
partners ,  compel l ing  women to take on equal
responsib i l i t ies  to  men.  

Sisters  in  Law
by L inda Hirshman (347.7326 HIR)
An account  of  the intertwined l ives  of  the f i rst
two women to be appointed to  the Supreme Court
examines  their  respect ive  re l ig ious  and pol i t ica l
bel iefs  whi le  shar ing ins ights  into how they have
inf luenced interpretat ions  of  the Const i tut ion to
promote equal  r ights  for  women.

The Book of  Gutsy Women
by Hi l lary  Rodham Cl inton & Chelsea C l inton 
(920 CLI )
Hi l lary  Rodham Cl inton and her  daughter ,  Chelsea,
share the stor ies  of  the gutsy  women who have
inspired them --  women with the courage to  stand
up to the status  quo,  ask  hard quest ions,  and get
the job done.

The Feminine Myst ique
by Betty  Fr iedan (Reserve today)
A f i f t ieth anniversary  edit ion of  the tra i lb laz ing
women's  reference shares  anecdotes  and
interv iews that  were or ig inal ly  col lected in  the
ear ly  1960s to  inspire  women to develop their
inte l lectual  capabi l i t ies  and rec la im l ives  beyond
per iod convent ions.

Formidable:  American Women and the F ight  for
Equal i ty  
by E l i sabeth Gr i f f i th  (Reserve today)
The Nineteenth Amendment was an incomplete
victory.  A  century  later ,  women are st i l l  grappl ing
with how to use the vote and their  pol i t ica l  power
to expand c iv i l  r ights ,  confront  rac ia l  v io lence,
improve maternal  health,  advance educat ional  and
employment  opportunit ies ,  and secure
reproduct ive r ights .  Formidable  chronic les  the
efforts  of  white  and Black  women to advance
sometimes compet ing causes.

Women:  Our  Story
by Rebecca Boggs Roberts  (Reserve today)
Packed fu l l  of  evocat ive images,  th is  g lor ious ly
i l lustrated book reveals  the key events  in
women's  h istory-- from ear ly  matr iarchal
soc iet ies  through women's  suffrage,  the
Suffragette  movement,  20th-century  feminism,
and gender  pol i t ics ,  to  recent  movements  such
as  #MeToo and Internat ional  Women's  Day--and
the key ro le  women have had in  shaping our
past .  Learn about  the everyday l ives  of  women
through the ages  as  wel l  as  the b ig  names of
women's  h istory.
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