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T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  g r e a t  h o r r o r
b o o k s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a d u l t
f i c t i o n  s e c t i o n !  

L o o k  f o r  t h i s  s t i c k e r  o n  t h e
s p i n e  t o  d i s c o v e r  y o u r  n e x t
g r e a t  r e a d !

SOME SUBGENRES

HORROR
Body Horror:  or  biological  horror  is  a  subgenre
of  horror  that  intent ional ly  showcases
grotesque or  psychological ly  disturbing
violat ions  of  the human body.

Cosmic  Horror:  the horror  of  the unknowable
and incomprehensible,  often associated with
H.P.  Lovecraft

Gothic  Horror:  Crumbl ing mansions,  creepy
atmosphere,  long-buried secrets ,  murder  –
gothic  conventions are readi ly  recognizable.
There are many types of  gothic  f ict ion;  this
subgenre of  suspense is  as  much a  tone as  i t  i s  a
type.  Gothic  romances,  myster ies ,  and horror  a l l
share the same disquiet ing atmosphere.  

Paranormal:  inc ludes beings  and phenomena
that  are outs ide the realm of  normal  sc ient i f ic
understanding of  the natural  world.  Often seen
as di f ferent  from supernatural  horror.

Post-Apocalypt ic :  depict  fundamental ly  broken
societ ies.  I t  shows how humanity  has  lost  i ts
way,  whether  through misguided good
intentions,  pol i t ical  repress ion,  exploitat ion,  or
invasion by an outs ide force.

Psychological :  focuses  on mental ,  psychological ,
and emotional  states  that  the characters  go
through,  us ing them as  a  way to relate and
scare the audience s imultaneously.

S lasher/  Ser ia l  K i l ler :  involv ing a  k i l ler  stalk ing
and murdering a  group of  people,  usual ly  by use
of  bladed tools .
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B o o k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e
s e c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  l a s t  n a m e .
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Annihi lat ion
by Jef f  VanderMeer  (F ict ion)
Four  women set  out  on a  sc ient i f ic  expedit ion to
Area X,  a  quarant ined zone that  def ies  a l l
attempts  to  map i ts  terra in  or  understand i ts
nature.  E leven previous  miss ions  have fa i led;  i s
the twelfth  t ime the charm,  or  wi l l  these intrepid
explorers  jo in  their  predecessors  as  casualt ies  of
Area X? [Cosmic]

The Death of  Jane Lawrence
by Cait l in  Star l ing (F ict ion)
Set  in  a  dark-mirror  vers ion of  post-war  England,
Cait l in  Star l ing  crafts  a  new k ind of  gothic  horror
from the bones of  the beloved canon.  This
Cr imson Peak- inspired story  assembles,  then
upends,  every  expectat ion set  in  p lace by Shir ley
Jackson and Rebecca,  and wi l l  leave readers
shaken,  desperate to  begin  again  as  soon as  they
are f in ished.  [Gothic]

The Cabin at  the End of  the World
by Paul  Tremblay (Mystery)
A fami ly  vacat ioning at  a  remote cabin  on a  quiet
New Hampshire  lake faces  a  home invas ion by four
strangers  carry ing menacing but  unident i f iable
objects  who c la im to be act ing to  save the world.
[Psychologica l ]

Zone One
by Colson Whitehead (F ict ion)
In  a  wor ld  decimated by zombies,  the U.S.
government  has  retreated to  Buffa lo,  New York,
and surv ivor  ef forts  to  rebui ld  are  focused on
lower Manhattan.  With several  others ,  Mark
Spitz  works  as  a  "sweeper"  (e l iminat ing zombie
stragglers)  as  he struggles  with  PASD (Post-
Apocalypt ic  Stress  Disorder)  and recal ls  humanity
before the apocalypse.  [Post-Apocalypt ic]

Wonderland
by Zoje  Stage (F ict ion)
Moving to  a  rura l  farmhouse in
far  upstate New York,  Or la ,  a
ret i red dancer ,  must  protect
her  fami ly  f rom an unknown
ent i ty  that  i s  ca l l ing  to  them
from the land,  in  the earth,
beneath the trees  - -  and in
their  minds.  [Paranormal]

Uzumaki  :  Spiral  into Horror  
by Junj i  I to  (Graphic  Novel )
Kurôzu-cho,  a  smal l  fogbound town on the coast
of  Japan,  i s  haunted not  by  a  person or  being but
by a  pattern:  uzumaki ,  the spira l ,  the hypnot ic
secret  shape of  the world.  I t  manifests  i tse l f  in
everything from seashel ls  and whir lpools  in
water  to  the spira l  marks  on people 's  bodies ,  the
insane obsess ions  of  Shuichi 's  father  and the
voice from the cochlea in  our  inner  ear .  As  the
madness  spreads,  the inhabitants  of  Kurôzu-cho
are pul led ever  deeper  into a  whir lpool  f rom
which there is  no return!  [Body]

Where They Wait
by Scott  Carson (F ict ion)
Out-of-work war  correspondent  Nick  B ishop
takes  a  job writ ing  a  prof i le  for  a  new
mindfulness  app ca l led Clar i ty ,  which becomes
more disturbing by the minute,  especia l ly  when
he discovers  that  no one with C lar i ty  has  any
interest  in  h is  art ic le- -only  in  h im.
[Psychologica l ]

Fever  Dream
Samanta Schwebl in;  t rans lated
by Megan McDowel l  (F ict ion)
Fol lows the n ightmarish
exper iences  of  a  dy ing woman
and a  boy bes ide her  hospita l
bed,  who explore the dynamics
of  broken souls ,  tox ic
re lat ionships  and the power and
desperat ion of  fami ly .
[Psychologica l ]

The Last  House on Needless  Street
by Catr iona Ward (F ict ion)
When a  neighbor  moves in  next  door,  a  fami ly  of
three -a  teenage g ir l  who isn ' t  a l lowed outs ide,  a
man with memory loss  and a  house cat  who reads
the bib le  -  are  terr i f ied that  the unspeakable
secret  that  b inds  them together  wi l l  be exposed.
[S lasher/  Ser ia l  K i l lers]

A Lush and Seething Hel l :  Two Tales  of  Cosmic
Horror
by John Hornor  Jacobs  (F ict ion)
Two stor ies  that  b lend together  the psychologica l
and the supernatural  whi le  examining the v io lence
and depravity  of  the human condit ion.  [Cosmic]

The Murders  of  Mol ly
Southbourne
by Tade Thompson (F ict ion)
Whenever  she bleeds,  another
mol ly  i s  born,  ident ica l  to  her  in
every  way and intent  on her
destruct ion.  Mol ly  knows every
way to  k i l l  hersel f ,  but  she a lso
knows that  as  long as  she
surv ives  she' l l  be hunted.
[Body]

My Heart  is  a  Chainsaw
by Stephen Graham Jones  (F ict ion)
Protected by horror  movies  - -  especia l ly  the ones
where the masked k i l ler  seeks  revenge on a  wor ld
that  wronged them, Jade Danie ls ,  an angry,  hal f -
Indian outcast ,  pul ls  us  into her  dark  mind when
blood actual ly  starts  to  spi l l  into the waters  of
Indian lake.  [S lasher/  Ser ia l  K i l ler]

Night  Train
by David  Quant ick  (F ict ion)
Waking up fr ightened and a lone
on a  tra in  fu l l  of  dead people,  a
woman trapped in  an
apocalypt ic  future runs  into a
strongman,  an assass in,  and a
col lect ion terr i fy ing creatures
in  an effort  to  determine how
she got  there.  
[Post-Apocalypt ic]

One of  Us  Wil l  Be Dead By Morning
by David  Moody (F ict ion)
Trapped on a  barren is land that  has  become the
locat ion of  an extreme sports  company
specia l iz ing  in  corporate team-bui ld ing events ,  15
people  gradual ly  real ize  that  a  k i l ler  i s  in  their
midst  as  members  of  the group begin  to  succumb
to suspic ious  acc idents ,  a  s i tuat ion that  i s  further
compl icated by rumors  of  an approaching tsunami.
[S lasher/  Ser ia l  K i l ler]

The Only  Good Indians
by Stephen Graham Jones  (F ict ion)
Seamless ly  b lending c lass ic  horror  and a  dramatic
narrat ive  with sharp soc ia l  commentary,  The Only
Good Indians  fo l lows four  American Indian men
after  a  d isturbing event  f rom their  youth puts
them in  a  desperate struggle  for  their  l ives .
Tracked by an ent i ty  bent  on revenge,  these
chi ldhood fr iends are  help less  as  the culture and
tradit ions  they left  behind catch up to  them in  a
v io lent ,  vengeful  way.  [Paranormal]

The Passage
by Just in  Cronin  (F ict ion)
The latest  test  subject  in  a
covert  government  exper iment,
abandoned s ix-year-old  Amy is
rescued by an FBI  agent  who
hides  them in  the Oregon hi l l s ,
f rom which Amy emerges  a
century  later  to  save the human
race from a terr i fy ing v i rus .
[Post-Apocalypt ic]
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