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Biographical  f ict ion is  made up of  books that
are based on a  histor ical  person,  with f ict ion
aspects  added.  The t ime per iod of  the person’s
l i fe  may be accurate,  for  instance,  but  the
circumstances  of  their  l i fe  may be changed.   

W h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  b o o k s :  
 

B o o k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  s e c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e

a u t h o r ' s  l a s t  n a m e .
 

F i c t i o n =  F i c t i o n  S e c t i o n
R e s e r v e  T o d a y =  t h e  l i b r a r y  d o e s
n o t  o w n  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  b u t
i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a n o t h e r  l i b r a r y

i n  o u r  s y s t e m .
 
 

G e t  b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
 

w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v / l i b r a r y /
p e r s o n a l i z e d - b o o k -
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

 
 

D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
J u l y  2 0 2 3

 

Hit ler  becomes Chancel lor  of
Germany 
German Anschluss  with  Austr ia
Treaty  of  Munich
Hit ler  invades Poland
Br ita in  and France declare  war  on
Germany
Bl i tzkr ieg
France s igns  armist ice  with
Germany result ing  in  Vichy France
Tr ipart i te  Pact
Pear l  Harbor
Br i ta in  and US declare  war  on
Japan
Batt le  of  Midway
Rome l iberated
D-Day
Par is  l iberated
Batt le  of  the Bulge Begins
Russ ians  reach Ber l in
Mussol in i  captured and executed
Hit ler  commits  suic ide
Germany uncondit ional ly
surrenders
V.E.  day
Atomic  Bomb dropped on
Hiroshima
Atomic  bomb dropped on Nagasaki
Japanese surrender
MacArthur  accepts  Japan’s
uncondit ional  surrender

1933 

30 SEPT 1938 
1  SEPT 1939 
3  SEPT 1939 
1940 

1940 
22 JUNE 1940 

1940
7 DEC 1941 
1941 

JUNE 1942 
JUNE 5 1944
JUNE 6 1944 
1944 
1944 
APRIL  1945 
28 APRIL  1945
30 APRIL  1945
7 MAY 1945 

8  MAY 1945 
6  AUG 1945 

9  AUG 1945 
14 AUG 1945 
2  Sept  1945 

RELEVANT WWII DATES



All  the L ight  We Cannot  See
by Anthony Doerr  (F ict ion)
A bl ind French g ir l  on the run from the German
occupat ion and a  German orphan-turned-
Resistance tracker  struggle  with their  respect ive
bel iefs  after  meet ing on the Br i t tany coast .
[France]

The Book Thief
by Markus  Zusak (F ict ion)
Try ing to  make sense of  the horrors  of  World  War
I I ,  Death re lates  the story  of  L iesel - -a  young
German g ir l  whose book-steal ing  and story-te l l ing
ta lents  help  susta in  her  fami ly  and the Jewish man
they are  h id ing,  as  wel l  as  their  neighbors .
[Germany]

The Book of  Lost  Names 
by Kr ist in  Harmel  (F ict ion)
A graduate student  escapes
from Par is  in  1942 after  the
arrest  of  her  father ,  a  Pol ish
Jew.  She f inds  refuge in  a  smal l
mountain  town,  where she
forges  ident i ty  documents  to
help hundreds of  Jewish
chi ldren f lee the Nazis .  [France]

The L ibrar ian of  Auschwitz
by Antonio  I turbe;
trans lated by  L i l i t  Žekul in
Thwaites  (F ict ion)
Fol lows the true story  of
Dita  Kraus,  a  fourteen-
year-old  g i r l  f rom Prague
who after  being sent  to
Auschwitz  i s  chosen to
protect  the e ight  volumes
pr isoners  have smuggled
past  the guards.

Code Name Hélène
by Ar ie l  Lawhon (F ict ion)
A novel  based on the real
l i fe  story  of  soc ia l i te  spy
Nancy Wake,  about  the
astonishing woman who
ki l led a  Nazi  with  her  bare
hands and went  on to
become one of  the most
decorated women in  WWII .  

Warl ight  
by Michael  Ondaat je  (F ict ion)
Years  after  growing up in  the care of  a  group of
myster ious  protectors  who served in  unspeci f ied
ways dur ing World  War I I ,  a  young man
endeavors  to  p iece together  the truth about  h is
parents  and the unconvent ional  educat ion he
received.  [England]

City  of  Women
by David  R.  Gi l lham 
(Reserve Today)
Hiding her  c landest ine act iv i t ies
behind the persona of  a  model
Nazi  so ld ier 's  wife  at  the height
of  World  War I I ,  S igr id
Schroeder  dreams of  her  former
Jewish lover  and r isks
everything to  h ide a  mother  and
two young chi ldren who she
bel ieves  might  be her  lover 's
fami ly .  [Germany]

The Kitchen Front
by Jenni fer  Ryan (F ict ion)
An indebted young widow,  a  f reedom-seeking
kitchen maid,  the wife  of  a  wealthy but  unkind
man,  and a  tra ined chef  navigate sex ism to
compete for  a  once- in-a- l i fet ime spot  host ing a
BBC cooking program dur ing World  War I I .
[England]

The Last  Train  to  London
by Meg Waite  C layton (F ict ion)
A ta le  inspired by the
Kindertransports  of  World  War
I I  f inds  a  Jewish teen's  l i fe
shattered by the Nazi  takeover
before he jo ins  a  member of  the
Dutch res istance in  a  l i fe-r isk ing
effort  to  escape Germany.
[Austr ia]

My Mother 's  Secret
by J .L .  Witter ick  (F ict ion)
In  1939 Poland,  Franciszka and her  daughter
endeavor  to  outsmart  their  neighbors  and a
German guard as  they provide shelter  to  two
Jewish fami l ies  and a  defect ing German sold ier- -
none of  whom know about  the others .  [Poland]

The Night ingale
by Kr ist in  Hannah (F ict ion)
Reunited when the e lder 's  husband is  sent  to  f ight
in  World  War I I ,  French s isters  Vianne and Isabel le
f ind their  bond as  wel l  as  their  respect ive  bel iefs
tested by a  wor ld  that  changes in  horr i f ic  ways.
[France]

Our Darkest  Night
by Jenni fer  Robson (F ict ion)
Hiding from the Nazis  in  the guise  of  a  Chr ist ian
farmer's  wife,  a  Jewish woman is  met  with
suspic ion by a  Nazi  of f ic ia l  who harbors  a
vendetta  against  the former seminary  student
posing as  her  husband.  [ I ta ly]

The Par is  L ibrary
by Janet  Skes l ien Char les
(F ict ion)
A lonely ,  1980s teenager
befr iends an e lder ly  neighbor
and uncovers  her  past  as  a
l ibrar ian at  the American L ibrary
in  Par is  who jo ined the
Resistance when the Nazis
arr ived.  [France]

Rose Code
by Kate Quinn (F ict ion)
Jo in ing the e l i te  B letchley  Park  codebreaking team
during World  War I I ,  three women from very
di f ferent  walks  of  l i fe  uncover  a  spy's  dangerous
agenda against  a  backdrop of  the royal  wedding of
E l izabeth and Phi l ip .  [England]

The Things  We Cannot  Say
by Kel ly  R immer (Reserve Today
Raised in  the unforgiv ing wi lderness  of  eastern
Europe after  being k idnapped,  a  young German
woman,  in  1941,  vows to  teach a  group of  Jews
f leeing the Nazi  terror  how to surv ive in  the forest
unt i l  she is  betrayed as  her  past  and present
col l ide.  [Poland]

The Tattooist  of  Auschwitz
by Heather  Morr is  (F ict ion)
An Auschwitz-Birkenau
surv ivor  traces  the
exper iences  of  a  Jewish
Slovakian,  La le  Sokolov,
who uses  h is  pos i t ion as  a
concentrat ion-camp
tattooist  to  secure food
for  h is  fe l low pr isoners .

We Were the Lucky Ones
by Georgia  Hunter  (F ict ion)
A novel  based on the true
story  of  a  Jewish-Pol ish
fami ly  recounts  how the
Kurcs  are  scattered
throughout  the world  by
the horrors  of  World  War I I
and f ight  respect ive
hardships  to  surv ive,  reach
safety  and f ind each other .
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