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COZY MYSTERY

COZY
MYSTERY

SERIES

W h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  b o o k s :  
 

B o o k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  s e c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e

a u t h o r ' s  l a s t  n a m e .
 

M y s t e r y =  M y s t e r y  S e c t i o n
L P = L a r g e  P r i n t  S e c t i o n

 
R e s e r v e  T o d a y =  t h e  l i b r a r y  d o e s
n o t  o w n  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  b u t
i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a n o t h e r  l i b r a r y

i n  o u r  s y s t e m .
 
 

G e t  b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v / l i b r a r y /

p e r s o n a l i z e d - b o o k -
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

 
D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
J u l y  2 0 2 3

I n  “ c o z i e s , ”  a n  a m a t e u r  o r
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s l e u t h  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t o
u n c o v e r  t h e  t r u t h  b e h i n d  p u z z l i n g
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ( f r e q u e n t l y  i n v o l v i n g
m u r d e r ,  o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  u n u s u a l
c r i m e ) .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  s e t  i n  a  s m a l l ,
c l o s e - k n i t  c o m m u n i t y  f u l l  o f  c o l o r f u l
c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  c r i m i n a l / m u r d e r e r  i n
q u e s t i o n  e a s i l y  p a s s e s  a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r
l o c a l .  W h i l e  s e r i o u s  i s s u e s  m a y  b e
r a i s e d ,  c o z y  m y s t e r i e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y
i n t e n d e d  a s  a n  e s c a p e  f r o m  d a y - t o - d a y
s t r e s s e s .  T h e  t o n e  i s  h u m o r o u s ;
p a r a n o r m a l  e l e m e n t s  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t .
V i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  “ o f f - s t a g e ” ;  m u r d e r
s c e n e s  a r e  b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  w i t h o u t
u n d u e  l i n g e r i n g  o n  g r a p h i c  d e t a i l s .
T h e  g e n r e  t y p i c a l l y  a v o i d s  o v e r t
s e x u a l i t y ,  p r o f a n i t y ,  a n d  g r a p h i c
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  v i o l e n c e .  F o r  t h i s
r e a s o n ,  m a n y  c o z y  m y s t e r i e s  c a n  a l s o
b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  “ g e n t l e  r e a d s . ”  B y  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  j u s t i c e  i s  a l w a y s
s e r v e d  ( a r r e s t  a n d  t r i a l  o p t i o n a l ) .
C o z i e s  a r e  o f t e n  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e m e d
s e r i e s  a n d  m a y  h a v e  m o d e r n  o r
h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g s .

TOP THEMES

S h e r l o c k  p a w s :  T h e s e  d e t e c t i v e s
r e a l l y  k e e p  t h e i r  n o s e s  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  -
-  a n i m a l s  s o l v e  m y s t e r i e s  o r  h e l p  o u t
w i t h  h u m a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .
V a c a t i o n  i n t e r r u p t e d :  T a n  l i n e s
a r e n ' t  t h e  o n l y  c r i m e !  A  d a y  a t  t h e
b e a c h  t u r n s  d e a d l y  w h e n  t h e s e  o f f -
d u t y  s l e u t h s  s t u m b l e  u p o n  n e f a r i o u s
d e e d s .
F r a m e d ! :  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  s u s p e c t  t h e
p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  a  c r i m e ,  b u t  i t ' s  a  s e t -
u p !  I n  t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s ,  p r o o f  o f
i n n o c e n c e  h a s  t o  c o m e  b e f o r e  p r o o f  o f
g u i l t ,  a s  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  w o r k s  t o
c l e a r  t h e i r  n a m e ,  t h e n  c a t c h  w h o
f r a m e d  t h e m .
L i f e  i n  s m a l l  t o w n s :  L o v e  ' e m  o r  h a t e
' e m ,  t i n y  t o w n s  a r e  t h e  s e t t i n g s  f o r
t h e s e  b o o k s  t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y  f e a t u r e
t h e m e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y .



Agatha Rais in  Myster ies
by M.  C.  Beaton
Start  with:  "Agatha Rais in  and the Quiche of
Death"  (Reserve Today)
Miss  Marple  gets  a  modern makeover  with the
cranky and assert ive  Agatha Rais in ,  who ret i res  to
a smal l  Engl ish  v i l lage that  i s  f i l led with quirky
characters  and numerous dead bodies .  Nosy
Agatha has  a  warm heart  and looks  for  love in  th is
cozy  ser ies  that  captures  the f lavor  of  v i l lage l i fe
in  witty  prose and intr icate,  capt ivat ing p lots .

Andy Carpenter  ser ies
by David  Rosenfe lt
Start  with:  "Open and Shut"  (Mystery)
Whether  duel ing with new forensics  or  the local
o ld  boys '  network,  i r reverent  defense attorney
Andy Carpenter  a lways  leaves  them awed with h is
bit ing  wit  and winning fourth-quarter  game plan.
But  Andy prefers  the company of  h is  best  f r iend,
Tara,  a  golden retr iever ,  i s  c lear ly  smarter  than
hal f  the lawyers  who c log the courts  of  Passaic
County.

Bakeshop Myster ies
by E l l ie  Alexander  
Start  with:  "Meet  Your  Baker"  (Reserve Today)
Ju les  Capland returns  to  her  Ashland,  Oregon
hometown after  her  marr iage tanks,  becoming a
pastry  chef  at  her  fami ly 's  bakeshop (apt ly  named
Torte) .  This  cozy  mystery  ser ies  gets  i ts  sweetness
from a l ikable,  resourceful  heroine and an amiable
cast  of  fami ly  and fr iends who pitch in  on cater ing
--  and solv ing cr imes.  Compet ing romant ic
interests  add a  touch of  sp ice!

The Cat  Who…
by L i l ian Jackson Braun
Start  with:  "The Cat  Who Could
Read Backwards"  
(Reserve today)
A charming Southern cozy
mystery  ser ies  featur ing a  cat
who l ikes  walks  and a  l ibrar ian
who knows how to search for
c lues.

Coffeehouse Myster ies
by Cleo Coyle  
Start  with:  "On What  Grounds"  (Reserve today)
In  these cul inary  myster ies ,  d ivorced mom Clare
Cosi  manages a  coffee house in  New York  C i ty ’s
Greenwich Vi l lage for  her  obnoxious  ex-husband
and imper ious  ex-mother- in- law.  The plucky
s leuth's  engagingly  eccentr ic  f r iends,  sexy
boyfr iend,  and the fasc inat ing coffee lore  and
recipes  p lay  a  ro le  in  v iv id ly  captur ing the New
York exper ience whi le  keeping the mystery  in  the
background.

Flavia  de Luce Myster ies
by Alan Bradley  
Start  with:  "The Sweetness  at  the Bottom of  the
Pie"  (LP BRADLEY,  ALAN)
These charming myster ies  set  in  a  post-World  War
I I  Engl ish  v i l lage star  a  precocious,  nosy pre-teen
whose impover ished,  del ightful ly  eccentr ic  fami ly
l ives  in  their  ancestra l  mansion.  F lav ia  ident i f ies
murderers  by  us ing her  wits  and her  knowledge of
v i l lage l i fe ;  the b leak concern of  her  mother 's
disappearance when F lav ia  was a  baby s l ight ly
darkens her  l ighthearted f i rst -person narrat ion of
convoluted puzz les .

Hannah Swensen Myster ies
by Joanne F luke
Start  with:  "Chocolate  Chip  Cookie  Murder"  
(LP FLUKE,  JOANNE)
These le isurely  paced cozy  myster ies ,  set  in  smal l -
town Lake Eden,  MN,  are  solved by witty  and
pract ica l  bakery-owner  Hannah Swenson,  with  the
help of  her  fami ly  and two boyfr iends vy ing for
her  attent ion.  The suspenseful  myster ies  are  f i l led
with foodie  goodness  such as  bakery  ta lk ,
caterers ,  and cooking compet it ions,  and inc lude
mouth-water ing rec ipes.  And there's  a lways  t ime
for  cookies  and goss ip.

Library  Lover’s  Myster ies
by Jenn McKinlay
Start  with:  "Books  Can Be Deceiv ing"  (Mystery)
Set  in  the p icturesque town of  Br iar  Creek,
Connect icut ,  these cozy  myster ies  star  the
director  of  the Br iar  Creek Publ ic  L ibrary,  newly
s ingle  L indsey Norr is .  Norr is  i s  a lso  an amateur
s leuth,  t i re less ly  invest igat ing the inordinate
number of  murders  in  town.  This  suspenseful
ser ies  has  a  strong sense of  p lace,  an upbeat  tone,
and rec ipes  and craft  projects .

The No.  1  Ladies  Detect ive Agency
by Alexander  McCal l  Smith
Start  with:  "The No.  1  Ladies  Detect ive  Agency"
(Mystery)
Boldly  going where no woman has  gone before,
Prec ious  Ramotswe is  the very  f i rst  female pr ivate
detect ive  in  a l l  of  Botswana.  Tactfu l ,  ef fect ive,
and ins ightful  detect ing comes natural ly  to  th is
very  independent  woman in  th is  h ighly
enterta in ing humorous cozy  mystery  ser ies .

Sloan Krause ser ies
by E l l ie  Alexander
Start  with:  "Death on Tap" (Mystery)
A cozy s leuthing ser ies  fo l lowing S loan Krause a
beer  crafter  in  Leavenworth,  Washington who has
developed a  th irst  for  solv ing cr imes in  the S loan
Krause Mystery  novels .

*El l ie  Alexander  is  a  nat ive  of  the Paci f ic
Northwest  who puts  her  knowledge of  the region
and people  to  good use in  her  food-themed cozy
mystery  ser ies  set  in  the area's  tour ist  towns.  

Tea Shop Myster ies
by Laura Chi lds
Start  with:  "Death by
Darjeel ing"  (Reserve Today)
Set  in  and around the h istor ic
distr ict  of  Char leston,  SC,  these
amateur  detect ive  myster ies
offer  a  colorful  and v ibrant
locale,  a  large cast  of  cont inuing
characters  and a  ser ies  of
unfortunately  t imed murders  a l l
l inked in  some way to  Theodosia
Browning’s  Indigo Tea Shop and
the var ious  herbal  concoct ions
she se l ls .

Cat  in  the stacks  Myster ies
by Miranda James
Start  with:  "Murder  Past  Due" (Reserve Today)
The ser ies  fo l lows Char l ie  Harr is ,  a  l ibrar ian,  and
his  cat ,  Diesel ,  as  they help  solve murders  in  the
smal l  town of  Athena,  Miss iss ippi .  Char l ie ,  a
widower,  spends h is  days  between working part
t ime as  an archiv ist  at  the Athena Col lege l ibrary,
volunteer ing at  the local  publ ic  l ibrary,  and
rent ing out  rooms to col lege students .

Haunted L ibrary  Myster ies
by Al l i son Brook
Start  with:  "Death Overdue" (Mystery)
(F i rst  book in  ser ies)  When ret i red homic ide
detect ive  Al  Buckley  is  poisoned as  he is  about  to
reveal  a  murderer  f rom a cold  case at  a  program
at the Clover  R idge l ibrary,  new l ibrar ian Carr ie
S ingleton is  determined to  solve the case with the
help of  a  f r iendly  ghost .

Mrs.  Murphy Myster ies
by Rita  Mae Brown
Start  with:  "Wish You Were Here"  (Reserve Today)
Amusing and intr icately  p lotted,  th is  ser ies
fol lowing Mary Minor  Har isteen,  postmistress  of
Crozet ,  V irg in ia ,  who jo ins  forces  with her  wi l l fu l
cat ,  Mrs.  Murphy,  and her  Welsh corg i ,  Tucker ,  to
invest igat  cr imes.  

Meg Langslow Myster ies
by Donna Andrews
Start  with:  "Murder ,  with  Peacocks"  
(Reserve Today)
Starr ing decorat ive  b lacksmith and amateur
detect ive  Meg Langs low,  these amusing myster ies
poke fun at  modern soc ia l  convent ions  and smal l -
town l iv ing.  Their  funny,  of fbeat  tone,  d ia logue-
r ich narrat ives ,  and amusing misadventures  make
for  l ight ,  fast-paced reading that  wi l l  leave you in
an upbeat  mood - -  in  spite  of  the occas ional
murder.  
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