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D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
J u n e  2 0 2 3

T h e  g e n e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  w r i t i n g s
p r o d u c e d  b y  a u t h o r s  w h o  a r e  o f
A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s .  T h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h i s
l i t e r a t u r e  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  t h e
l a t e  1 7 0 0 s .  W r i t i n g s  f r o m  t h i s  t i m e
e n c o m p a s s e d  v e r s e s  w r i t t e n  b y
e n s l a v e d  p o e t s  a n d  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l
s l a v e  n a r r a t i v e s .  T h e  m o s t  p r e v a l e n t
i n f l u e n c e s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e  t h e
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c o n c e p t s  o f  G o d ,
a n c e s t r a l  c u l t u r e s ,  f o l k t a l e s  a n d
t r e a t m e n t  b y  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  i n
g e n e r a l .

TOP THEMES

A l t h o u g h  t h e m e s  c a n  v a r y  w i l d l y ,  t h e r e
a r e  s e v e r a l  c o m m o n  o n e s  i n  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e :  C o n f l i c t s  i n v o l v i n g
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y ,  r a c i s m ,
e q u a l i t y ,  f r e e d o m ,  s l a v e r y ,  a n d  t h e
s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n .   

A BIT OF HISTORY
T h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  t o  p u b l i s h  a
b o o k  w a s  P h i l l i s  W h e a t l e y .  S h e  w a s  a
W e s t  A f r i c a n  g i r l  s o l d  i n t o  s l a v e r y  i n
B o s t o n ,  M a s s .  S h e  r e c e i v e d  a n
e d u c a t i o n  b y  h e r  e n s l a v e r s  w h i c h  w a s
u n u s u a l  f o r  t h e  t i m e .  S h e  n o t  o n l y
l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e ,  s h e  l e a r n e d
G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n  a s  w e l l .  S h e  b e g a n
w r i t i n g  p o e t r y  a s  a  t e e n a g e r  a n d  s o m e
o f  h e r  p o e m s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d .  “ O n
M e s s r s .  H u s s e y  a n d  C o f f i n ” ,  w a s  a
p o e m  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  s a i l o r s
e s c a p i n g  a  d i s a s t e r  a n d  w a s  p u b l i s h e d   
i n  1 7 6 7 .  Y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  i n
E n g l a n d  w i t h  t h e  s o n  o f  h e r  e n s l a v e r s ,
s h e  p u b l i s h e d  f i r s t  b o o k  o f  p o e t r y  i n
1 7 7 3 . I t  w a s  c a l l e d  P o e m s  o n  V a r i o u s
S u b j e c t s ,  R e l i g i o u s  a n d  M o r a l .  S h o r t l y
t h e r e a f t e r ,  s h e  w a s  f r e e d  f r o m  s l a v e r y
b y  h e r   o w n e r s .  W h e a t l e y  m a r r i e d  a n d
p u b l i s h e d  f e w  p o e m s  t h e r e a f t e r .
S a d l y ,  s h e  d i e d  i n  p o v e r t y  i n  1 7 8 4 .

Booker  T.  Washington
1856-1915
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NON-FICTION

Just  Mercy:  A Story  of  Just ice  and Redemption
by Bryan Stevenson (B  STEVENSON,  B)
The founder  of  the Equal  Just ice  In i t iat ive  in
Montgomery,  A labama recounts  h is  exper iences  as
a  lawyer  working to  ass ist  those desperately  in
need,  ref lect ing on his  pursuit  of  the ideal  of
compass ion in  American just ice.

Becoming
by Michel le  Obama (B OBAMA, M)
In  a  l i fe  f i l led with meaning and accompl ishment,
Michel le  Obama has  emerged as  one of  the most
iconic  and compel l ing  women of  our  era.  As  F i rst
Lady of  the United States  of  America,  she helped
create the most  welcoming and inc lus ive White
House in  h istory.  With unerr ing honesty  and l ive ly
wit ,  she descr ibes  her  tr iumphs and her
disappointments ,  both publ ic  and pr ivate.  

The Color  Purple
by Al ice  Walker  (F ict ion)
Beaut i fu l ly  imagined and deeply  compass ionate,
th is  i s  the story  of  two s isters- -one a  miss ionary
in  Afr ica  and the other  a  chi ld  wife  l iv ing  in  the
South--who susta in  their  loyalty  to  and trust  in
each other  across  t ime,  d istance,  and s i lence.  This
c lass ic  novel  of  American l i terature is  r ich  with
pass ion,  pain,  inspirat ion,  and an indomitable  love
of  l i fe .

Beloved
by Toni  Morr ison (F ict ion)
Set  in  post-Civ i l  War  Ohio,  i t  i s  the story  of  Sethe,
an escaped s lave who has  r isked her  l i fe  in  order
to wrench hersel f  f rom a l iv ing  death;  who has
lost  a  husband and bur ied a  chi ld .  Sethe,  who now
l ives  in  a  smal l  house on the edge of  town with
her  daughter ,  Denver,  her  mother- in- law,  Baby
Suggs,  and a  d isturbing,  mesmeriz ing appar i t ion
who cal ls  hersel f  Beloved.

Between the World and Me
by Ta-Nehis i  Coates  (305.8009 COA)
Told through the author 's  own evolv ing
understanding of  the subject  over  the course of  h is
l i fe  comes a  bold  and personal  invest igat ion into
America 's  rac ia l  h istory  and i ts  contemporary
echoes.

Half  a  Yel low Sun
by Chimamanda Ngozi  Adichie  (F ict ion)
Re-creates  the 1960s struggle  of  B iafra  to  establ ish
an independent  republ ic  in  Niger ia ,  fo l lowing the
intertwined l ives  of  the characters  through a
mi l i tary  coup,  the Biafran secess ion,  and the
result ing  c iv i l  war.

Her Name is  Knight
by Yasmin Angoe (Mystery)
Stolen from her  Ghanaian v i l lage
as  a  chi ld ,  Nena Knight  has  p lenty
of  motives  to  k i l l .  Now an e l i te
assass in  for  a  powerful  bus iness
syndicate ca l led the Tr ibe,  she gets
plenty  of  chances.  But  whi le  on
ass ignment  in  Miami,  Nena ends up
saving a  l i fe ,  not  tak ing one.  She
emerges  from the exper ience a

The Dead Are Ar is ing :  the L i fe  of  Malcolm X
by Les  Payne (B  X,  M)
A revis ionary  portra i t  of  the iconic  c iv i l  r ights
leader  draws on hundreds of  hours  of  interv iews
with surv iv ing fami ly  members,  inte l l igence
off icers  and pol i t ica l  leaders  to  offer  new
ins ights  into Malcolm X’s  Depress ion-era  youth,
re l ig ious  convers ion and 1965 assass inat ion.

Outl iers
by Malcolm Gladwel l  (302.14 GLA)
Ident i f ies  the qual i t ies  of  successful  people,
pos ing theor ies  about  the cultura l ,  fami ly ,  and
idiosyncrat ic  factors  that  shape high achievers ,  in
a  resource that  covers  such topics  as  the secrets
of  software b i l l ionaires ,  why certa in  cultures  are
associated with better  academic  performance,  and
why the Beat les  earned their  fame.

Their  Eyes  Were Watching God
by Zora Neal  Hurston (F ict ion)
Janie  Crawford,  an attract ive,  conf ident ,  middle-
aged Black  woman,  returns  to  Eatonvi l le ,  F lor ida,
after  a  long absence.  The Black  townspeople
goss ip  about  her  and speculate  about  where she
has  been and what  has  happened to her  young
husband,  Tea Cake.  They take her  conf idence as
aloofness ,  but  Janie’s  f r iend Pheoby Watson st icks
up for  her .  Pheoby v is i ts  her  to  f ind out  what  has
happened.  

The Underground Rai l road
by  Colson Whitehead (F ict ion)
Cora is  a  s lave on a  cotton
plantat ion in  Georgia .  When
Caesar ,  a  recent  arr iva l  f rom
Virg in ia ,  te l l s  her  about  the
Underground Rai l road,  they
decide to  take a  terr i fy ing r isk
and escape.  Though they manage
to f ind a  stat ion and head north,
they are  being hunted.  Their  f i rst   

Born a  Cr ime:  Stor ies  from a
South Afr ican Chi ldhood
by Trevor  Noah (968.065 NOA) 
The compel l ing,  inspir ing,  and
comical ly  subl ime story  of  one
man's  coming-of-age,  set  dur ing
the twi l ight  of  apartheid  and
the tumultuous days  of  f reedom
that  fo l lowed.

Homegoing
by Yaa Gyasi  (F ict ion)
Two hal f -s isters ,  unknown to each other ,  are
born into d i f ferent  v i l lages  in  18th-century
Ghana and exper ience profoundly  d i f ferent  l ives
and legacies  throughout  subsequent  generat ions
marked by wealth,  s lavery,  war,  coal  mining,  the
Great  Migrat ion and the real i t ies  of  20th-century
Har lem.

Black Cake
by Charmaine Wi lkerson (F ict ion)
In  th is  moving debut  novel ,  two
estranged s ib l ings  must  set  as ide
their  d i f ferences  to  deal  with
their  mother 's  death and her
hidden past- -a  journey of
discovery  that  takes  them from
the Car ibbean to  London to
Cal i fornia  and ends with her
famous b lack  cake.  In  present-  

Dreams from my Father
by Barack Obama (B OBAMA, B)
In  th is  lyr ica l ,  unsent imental ,  and compel l ing
memoir ,  the son of  a  b lack  Afr ican father  and a
white  American mother  searches  for  a  workable
meaning to  h is  l i fe  as  a  b lack  American.  I t  begins  in
New York,  where Barack Obama learns  that  h is
father  has  been k i l led in  a  car  acc ident.  This  sudden
death inspires  an emotional  odyssey,  f i rst  to  a
smal l  town in  Kansas,  f rom which he retraces  the
migrat ion of  h is  mother 's  fami ly  to  Hawai i ,  and
then to  Kenya,  where he meets  the Afr ican s ide of
his  fami ly .

changed woman,  f inal ly  hopeful  for  a  l i fe  beyond
rage and revenge

day Cal i fornia ,  E leanor  Bennett 's  death leaves
behind a  puzz l ing  inher i tance for  her  two chi ldren,
Byron and Benny:  a  tradit ional  Car ibbean black
cake,  made from a fami ly  rec ipe with a  long
history,  and a  voice recording.

Maame
by Jess ica  George (F ict ion)
Maame (ma-meh)  has  many meanings  in  Twi  but
in  th is  case,  i t  means woman.  I t ' s  fa i r  to  say  that
Maddie 's  l i fe  in  London is  far  f rom rewarding.
With a  mother  who spends most  of  her  t ime in
Ghana (yet  st i l l  somehow manages to  be
overbear ing) ,  Maddie  is  the pr imary caretaker
for  her  father ,  who suffers  f rom advanced stage
Park inson's .  At  work,  her  boss  i s  a  n ightmare and
Maddie is  t i red of  a lways  being the only  B lack
person in  every  meet ing.  

stop is  South Carol ina,  in  a  c i ty  that  in i t ia l ly
seems l ike  a  haven.  But  the c i ty 's  p lac id  surface
masks  an ins id ious  scheme des igned for  i ts  b lack
denizens.
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