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W h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e s e  b o o k s :  
 

B o o k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  s e c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e

a u t h o r ' s  l a s t  n a m e .
 

 N o n - F i c t i o n = C a l l  n u m b e r
L a r g e  P r i n t =  L P  C a l l  n u m b e r

R e s e r v e  T o d a y  =  t h e  l i b r a r y  d o e s
n o t  o w n  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  b u t
i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a n o t h e r  l i b r a r y

i n  o u r  s y s t e m .
 
 
 

G e t  b o o k  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v / l i b r a r y /

p e r s o n a l i z e d - b o o k -
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

 
D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
J u n e  2 0 2 3

T r u e  c r i m e  i s  a  g e n r e  o f  n o n - f i c t i o n
t h a t  f o c u s e s  o n  r e a l - l i f e  c r i m e s ,
u s u a l l y  v i o l e n t  i n  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e m .  T h i s  c a n
i n c l u d e  m u r d e r s ,  k i d n a p p i n g s ,
r o b b e r i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l
a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  h a s  g a i n e d  i n  p o p u l a r i t y
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a s  m a n y  d e v e l o p  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  g e n r e  a n d  i n
t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .

I n  t r u e  c r i m e ,  a u t h o r s  m a y  e x p l o r e  t h e
p s y c h o l o g y  b e h i n d  c r i m e s ,  e x a m i n i n g
t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  a n d
t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  c r i m e s .  

TOP THEMES

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  t h e m e s  i n  t h e  t r u e
c r i m e  c a t e g o r y :  t h e  c r i m e  i t s e l f ,  t h e
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s  i n c l u d i n g
f o r e n s i c s ,   t h e  o f f e n d e r  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n
b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  o r  p r o f i l i n g ,  t h e
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  v i c t i m ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  s o m e
t y p e  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c r i m e  i f
p o s s i b l e .

RISKS OF WRITING 
TRUE CRIME

T h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  r i s k
w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t r u e  c r i m e .   F i r s t  a n d
f o r e m o s t  a r e  t h e  l e g a l  r i s k s .  A n  a u t h o r
c a n  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  d e f a m a t i o n ,  v i o l a t i o n
o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  o r  c o p y w r i t e
i n f r i n g e m e n t  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  p r a c t i c e
e t h i c a l  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  r e l a y  f a c t u a l
i n f o r m a t i o n .

https://nofilmschool.com/pivoting-fiction-documentary-filmmaking


The Suspic ions of  Mr.  Whicher
by Kate Summerscale  (364.1523 SUM)
Traces  the 1860 murder  of  three-year-old  Savi l le
Kent  who was found at  the bottom of  an outdoor
pr ivy  with h is  throat  s l i t .  His  death launched a
nat ional  obsess ion with detect ion throughout
England,  and near ly  destroyed the career  of
Jonathan Whicher ,  a  top Scot land Yard
invest igator .  The case inspired the b irth  of
modern detect ive  f ict ion.

American Predator:  The Hunt  for  the Most
Meticulous Ser ia l  K i l ler  of  the 21st  Century
by Maureen Cal lahan (364.1523 CAL)
A gr ipping p iece of  invest igat ive  journal ism that
takes  us  deep into the invest igat ion behind one of
the most  f r ightening ser ia l  k i l lers  in  modern
American history,  and into the ranks  of  a  s ingular
American pol ice  force:  the Anchorage PD.  Most  of
us  have never  heard of  I srael  Keyes.  But  he is  one
of  the most  ambit ious,  met iculous  ser ia l  k i l lers  of
modern t ime.  The FBI  considered his  behavior
unprecedented.  

I ' l l  Be Gone in  the Dark :  One Woman's  Obsess ive
Search for  the Golden State Ki l ler
by Michel le  McNamara (364.1532 MCN)
For  more than ten years ,  a  myster ious  and v io lent
predator  committed f i f ty  sexual  assaults  in
Northern Cal i fornia  before moving south,  where
he perpetrated ten sadist ic  murders .  Then he
disappeared,  e luding capture by mult ip le  pol ice
forces  and some of  the best  detect ives  in  the
area.  Three decades later ,  a  true cr ime journal ist  
 was  determined to  f ind the v io lent  psychopath
she ca l led "the Golden State  K i l ler ."  

The Devi l  in  the White City
by Er ik  Larson (LP 364.1523 LAR)
The true ta le  of  the 1893 World 's  Fa ir  in  Chicago
and the cunning ser ia l  k i l ler  who used the magic
and majesty  of  the fa i r  to  lure  h is  v ict ims to  their
death.  The murderer  was Henry H.  Holmes,  a
young doctor  who,  in  a  mal ign parody of  the
White  C i ty ,  bui l t  h is  "World 's  Fa ir  Hotel"  just  west
of  the fa i rgrounds--a  torture palace complete
with d issect ion table,  gas  chamber,  and 3,000-
degree cremator ium.

Duped :Double L ives,  False  Identit ies ,  and the Con
Man I  Almost  Marr ied
by Abby E l l in  (306.7  ELL)
Abby E l l in  was shocked to  learn that  her  f iancé was
leading a  secret  l i fe .  From her  f i rst  date with the
Commander,  she was caught  up in  a  whir lwind.
Within  s ix  months  he'd  proposed,  and they'd
moved in  together.  But  soon,  h is  exot ic  stor ies  of
internat ional  espionage began to  unravel .  F inal ly ,
i t  a l l  became c lear :  he was ly ing about  who he was.

Ki l lers  of  the F lower Moon
by David  Grann (364.1523 GRA)
1920s Oklahoma.  The r ichest  people  per  capita  in
the world  were members  of  the Osage Indian
nat ion after  o i l  was  d iscovered beneath their  land.
Then,  one by one,  the Osage began to  be k i l led
off .  The fami ly  of  an Osage woman,  Mol l ie
Burkhart ,  became a  pr ime target .  Her  re lat ives
were shot  and poisoned.  Many of  those who dared
to invest igate the k i l l ings  were themselves
murdered.  I t  became the FBI 's  f i rst  major
homic ide invest igat ion. . .  and the bureau badly
bungled the case.

Mind Hunter:  Ins ide the FBI 's  E l i te  Ser ia l  Cr ime
Unit
by John Douglas  (363.25 DOU)
He has  confronted,  interv iewed and researched
dozens of  ser ia l  k i l lers  and assass ins ,  inc luding
Char les  Manson,  R ichard Speck,  John Wayne
Gacy,  and James Ear l  Ray -  for  a  landmark study
to understand their  mot ives.  To get  ins ide their
minds.  This  specia l  agent  was the man who
ushered in  a  new age in  behaviora l  sc ience and
cr iminal  prof i l ing.

Missoula:  Rape and the Just ice  System in  a
Col lege Town
by John Krakauer  (362.883 KRA)
In  the United States ,  rape is  an extremely  under-
reported and rarely  prosecuted cr ime.  In
Missoula,  a  journal ist  takes  an inc is ive  look at  the
stat ist ics  surrounding the cr ime on col lege
campuses,  us ing Missoula,  Montana,  and the
Univers i ty  of  Montana as  h is  f ramework.  In  doing
so,  he holds  a  magnify ing g lass  to  the culture
surrounding rape and sexual  assault  in  our
country  at  large.  

Scoundrel
by Sarah Weinman (364.1523 WEI  2022)
In  the 1960s,  Edgar  Smith,  in  pr ison and sentenced
to death for  the murder  of  teenager  Victor ia
Z ie l insk i ,  s truck up a  correspondence with Wi l l iam
F.  Buckley,  the founder  of  Nat ional  Review.
Buckley,  who refused to  bel ieve that  a  man who
supported the neoconservat ive  movement could
have committed such a  heinous cr ime,  began to
advocate not  only  for  Smith's  l i fe  to  be spared but
also for  h is  sentence to  be overturned.  So begins  a
bizarre  and tragic  ta le  of  mid-century  America.

The Spy and the Traitor
by Ben MacIntyre  (327.1241 MAC)
This  book recounts  the exploits  of
Oleg Gordievsky,  the KGB agent
turned Br i t ish  spy responsib le  for
“the s ingle  largest  ‘operat ional
download’  in  MI6 h istory.”   The
author  shows Gordievsky expert ly

Unmasked:  My L i fe  Solv ing America's  Cold Cases
by Paul  Holes  (363.2509 HOL 2022)
How does a  cold-case invest igator  detach from
the horrors  of  h is  work? An icon in  the true cr ime
world,  the cold  case invest igator  who f inal ly
caught  the Golden State  K i l ler  provides  an ins ider
account  of  some the most  notor ious  cases  in
contemporary  American history  and opens up to
the most  int imate scenes of  h is  l i fe .

Women Who Ki l l
by Carol  Anne Davis  (Reserve today)
From the mass  poisoner  to  the sexual  sadist ,  f rom
prof i t  k i l l ings  to  cr imes committed just  for  twisted
thr i l l s ,  the author  explores  the dark  and disturbing
world  of  the female ser ia l  k i l ler .  In  depth analys is
of  indiv idual  cases,  inc luding new informat ion
from the minister  who heard Myra Hindley`s
confess ion,  provides  an invaluable  ins ight  into the
psychology behind these atroc i t ies .

Black Edge
by Sheelah Kolhatkar  (364.168 KOL)  
The "black  edge "  of  the t i t le  refers
to ins ider  informat ion used by hedge
fund traders  to  cheat .  The subject  of
this  book is  Steven A.  Cohen's  former
f i rm,  SAC Capita l ,  which p led gui l ty  in
2013 to  cr iminal  ins ider  trading and
paid a  $1.2  b i l l ion sett lement.  

The People Who Eat  Darkness
by Richard L loyd Parry  
(364.1523 PAR)
An award-winning foreign
correspondent,  chronic les  the 2000
disappearance,  mass ive search,  long
invest igat ion,  and the even longer
murder  tr ia l  behind the gruesome
murder  case of  Luc ie  B lackman in
Japan.

We Keep the Dead Close
by Becky Cooper  (364.1523 COO)
1969:  the height  of  counterculture;
the year  Harvard would begin  the
tumultuous process  of  merging with
s ister  school  Radcl i f fe;  and the year
that  Jane Br i t ton,  an ambit ious
graduate student  in  Harvard's
Anthropology department,  would be 

Cohen avoided personal  l iabi l i ty  and he emerged
unscathed and ready to  return to  trading other
people 's  money.  

navigat ing the “wi lderness  of  mirrors”  that  made
up the dai ly  ex istence of  a  Cold  War spy.  In  th is
te l l ing,  A ldr ich Ames,  the CIA agent  turned KGB
operat ive  who gave up Gordievsky’s  cover ,
funct ions  as  a  fo i l  and a  vehic le  for  moral
comparison between the KGB and MI6.

 
found bludgeoned to death in  her  apartment.
Forty  years  later ,  Becky Cooper,  a  cur ious
undergrad,  wi l l  f i rst  hear  whispers  of  the story.
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