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COMMON ELEMENTS IN
FANTASY

FANTASY
Fantast ical  creatures  and people:  Expect  to
see animals  l ike  unicorns,  dragons,  and
gri f f ins  in  these worlds.  People can be
human or  something humanoid yet  ent irely
dif ferent  such as  e lves,  dwarves,  or  faer ies.
Anthropomorphic  animals  may be central
characters  too.  
Magic:  Magic  appears  in  many forms;  i t  may
be an inherited qual i ty  or  something studied
and learned.  I t  may be a  g i f t/curse endowed
upon someone.  Heroes and v i l la ins  may c lash
against  one another  us ing magic  or  magical
implements  as  their  weapon(s)  of  choice -  or
magic  may be a  div is ive factor ,  result ing in
conf l icts  between characters  with and
without  magical  abi l i t ies  opposing one
another.  
Real-world values  in  a  fantast ic  world:
Although fantasy worlds  and cultures  may
seem very di f ferent  from real - l i fe ,  they
often ref lect  our  values,  i ssues,  and
prejudices.  Characters  within fantasy stor ies
contend with issues  l ike  systematic
oppress ion,  rac ism,  sexism,  and other
ser ious problems.  
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TOP THEMES

Chosen one:  Prophets  foretold of  these
heroes.  They are dest ined for  greatness.  
Court  intr igue:  What's  better  than power?
More power.  In  the hal ls  of  the mighty,  any
cup might  be poisoned,  and any fr iend may
be a  foe.
Laws of  magic:  A wizard did i t ! . . . In
accordance with the author 's  complex
magical  system. 
Quest  for  magical  i tems:  The objects  of
power are scattered -  bet  i t  takes  several
books to  col lect  them al l !
Zero to hero:  You've got  to  start  somewhere.
The lead characters  in  these books achieve
greatness  from the humblest  beginnings.  



All  the Birds  in  the Sky
by Char l ie  Jane Anders  (Fantasy)
Reunited as  adults  in  the h ipster  mecca San
Francisco as  the p lanet  fa l l s  apart  around them,
chi ldhood fr iends Patr ic ia  Del f ine,  who is
magica l ly  g i f ted,  and Laurence Armstead,  an
engineer ing genius ,  d iscover  that  something
bigger  than e i ther  of  them has  brought  them
together  to  e i ther  save the world,  or  p lunge i t
into a  new dark  ages.

Sorcerer  to  the Crown
by Zen Cho (Fantasy)
Born a  s lave,  Zachar ias  Wythe has  just  been
appointed England's  new Sorcerer  Royal  -  much to
the dismay of  the soc ia l ly  conservat ive  Royal
Society  of  Unnatural  Phi losophers ,  who are
already plott ing to  oust  h im from his  post .  But
Zachar ias  has  more urgent  problems,  inc luding a
dwindl ing nat ional  supply  of  magic  and stra ined
diplomatic  re lat ions  with the Faer ie  realm.
Unexpected ass istance arr ives  in  the form of
fe l low outs ider  Prunel la  Gent lewoman,  an
orphaned witch of  uncerta in  or ig ins  and immense
power.

Book of  Night  
by Hol ly  B lack  (Fantasy)
In  a  wor ld  where shadows have feel ings  and
memories  and can be a l tered,  a  low- level  con
art ist/bartender  is  p i t ted against  doppelgangers ,
mercur ia l  b i l l ionaires ,  shadow thieves  and her
own s ister  whi le  try ing to  keep out  of  t rouble.

Midnight  Bargain 
by C.  L .  Polk  (Fantasy)
A romant ic  fantasy  set  in  a  magica l  Regency
England.  A  sorceress  with  the ambit ion to  become
the world 's  f i rst  great  sorceress  i s  bound by
fami l ia l  duty  to  be marr ied off .

The Book Eaters
by Sunyi  Dean (Fantasy)
Part  of  The Fami ly ,  a  secret  l ine of  people  for
whom books  are  food,  Devon,  ra ised on a  careful ly
curated diet  of  fa i ryta les  and caut ionary  stor ies ,
d iscovers  that  real  l i fe  doesn't  a lways  come with
happy endings  when her  son is  born with an
insat iable  hunger  for  human minds.

City  of  Brass
by S .  A.  Chakraborty  (Reserve Today)
Nahri ,  a  young con art ist ,  inadvertent ly  summons
a myster ious  dj inn warr ior  to  her  s ide dur ing one
of  her  cons,  reveal ing  the ex istence of  t rue magic
before the future of  a  magica l  Middle  Eastern
kingdom fa l ls  into her  hands.

The F i fth  Season
by N.K.  Jemis in  (Reserve Today)
When her  husband murders  their  son and abducts
their  daughter ,  gr ief -str icken and vengeful  Essun
pursues  h im across  The St i l lness ,  a  vast  and
dynamic  super-cont inent  on the br ink  of
catastrophe that  wi l l  usher  in  a  " f i f th  season,"  a
t ime of  uncerta inty  and hardship.  But  Essun is  as
formidable  as  the land she traverses  -  she's  an
orogene,  which means that  she can shape the
contours  of  the land.  Although she's  spent  much of
her  l i fe  h id ing from those who would k i l l  her  on
account  of  her  race,  Essun is  about  to  prove how
dangerous a  woman on a  miss ion can be.  Set  in  a
r ichly  detai led,  fu l ly  real ized world  inhabited by
numerous wel l -drawn and complex cultures,  The
Fi f th  Season launches the "Broken Earth"  ser ies .

The Found and the Lost
by Ursula  K.  Le  Guin  (Fantasy)
Col lects  a l l  of  the author 's  novel las  publ ished
throughout  her  career ,  f rom 1971's  "Vaster  than
empires  and more s low" to  2002's  "Paradises  lost ."

The Golem and the J inni
by Helene Wecker  (Fantasy)
After  her  creator  d ies  en route to  America,  Chava,
a  golem from a Pol ish  shtet l ,  must  navigate the
streets  of  1899 New York  C i ty  by  hersel f  - -  her  only
al ly  i s  a  rabbi  unsure whether  to  destroy her ,  or
a l low her  to  fu l f i l l  her  dest iny  as  the harbinger  of
destruct ion.  Ahmad,  a  j inni  f rom Syr ia 's  deserts  has
been re leased from his  thousand-year-old  g lass
bott le  by  a  t insmith but  has  l i t t le  intent ion of
remaining a  metalworker ,  despite  h is  uncanny
talent  for  i t .  Chava and Ahmad meet  and discover
that  they're  soul  mates,  but  a  dangerous adversary
threatens  their  future.  This  v ibrant  b lend of  myth,
adventure,  and romance wi l l  enchant  fans  of
stor ies  based on fo lk lore.

A Darker  Shade of  Magic
by V.E.  Schwab (Fantasy)
Prepare to  be dazz led by a  wor ld  of  paral le l
Londons -  where magic  thr ives ,  starves,  or  l ies
forgotten,  and where power can destroy just  as
quick ly  as  i t  can create.

Jade City
by Fonda Lee (Fantasy)
In  th is  act ion-packed ser ies  opener,  Green Bone
warr iors  use the magic-enhancing powers  of  jade to
protect  their  i s land nat ion of  Kekon and i ts  capita l ,
Janloon.  But  t imes are  changing,  as  r iva l  syndicates
headed by the feuding Ayt  and Kaul  fami l ies  go to
extreme lengths  to  consol idate their  power and
gain control  of  the c i ty .  Detai led world-bui ld ing
and exc i t ing  mart ia l -arts  batt les  enhance th is  gr i t ty
cr ime drama,  which takes  p lace in  an East  As ia-
inspired fantasy  wor ld.

Nett le  & Bone
by T.  K ingf isher  (Fantasy)
To save her  s ister  and topple  a
throne,  Marra  is  of fered the
tools  she needs i f  she completes
three seemingly  imposs ib le  tasks
with the help  of  a  d isgraced ex-
knight ,  a  re luctant  fa i ry
godmother  and an enigmatic
gravewitch and her  fowl  fami l iar .

Piranesi
by Susanna Clarke (F ict ion)
L iv ing in  a  labyr inthine house of  endless  corr idors ,
f looded sta ircases  and thousands of  statues,
P iranes i  ass ists  the dreaml ike dwel l ing 's  only  other
res ident  throughout  a  myster ious  research project
before ev idence emerges  of  an astonishing
alternate world.
The Queen of  the Tear l ing
by Er ika Johansen (Fantasy)
Coming out  of  ex i le  to  ascend her  r ightful  throne,
Pr incess  Kelsea Rale igh Glynn,  with  a  cadre of
sold iers  and the magica l  Tear l ing  sapphire  to
protect  her ,  makes a  dar ing decis ion that  evokes
the wrath of  the ev i l  Red Witch,  forc ing her  to
embark on a  quest  to  save her  k ingdom and fu l f i l l
her  dest iny.

Ten Thousand Doors  of  January
by Al ix  E .  Harrow (F ict ion)
A woman navigat ing the out-of-p lace art i facts  in
her  caretaker ’s  sprawl ing ear ly  20th-century
mansion discovers  a  myster ious  book that  reveals
imposs ib le  truths  about  the world  and her  own
past .

Black Sun
by Rebecca Roanhorse (Fantasy)
Xia la ,  a  d isgraced Teek who can ca lm waters  or
cause madness  with her  song,  arr ives  and disrupts
the holy  c i ty  of  Tova dur ing the winter  solst ice.

Daughter  of  the Moon Goddess
by Sue Lynn Tan (Fantasy)
A debut  fantasy  inspired by the
legend of  the Chinese moon
goddess,  Chang’e,  in  which a
young woman’s  quest  to  f ree
her  mother  p i ts  her  against  the
most  powerful  immortal  in  the
realm and sets  her  on a
dangerous path-  where choices
come with deadly  consequences,
and she r isks  los ing more than
her  heart .

The Raven Tower
by Ann Leckie  (Fantasy)
The k ingdom of  I raden,  under  the protect ion of  a
god known as  the Raven,  faces  unrest  and
chal lenges  from invaders  when a  usurper  takes
over  the throne and discovers  that  the Raven's
power is  weakening.
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