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R o m a n c e =  R o m a n c e  S e c t i o n

M y s t e r y =  M y s t e r y  S e c t i o n
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D e s c r i p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  b y  
N o v e l i s t  P l u s ,  a  f r e e  b o o k

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  
a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  L I N C C . o r g .

 
M a y  2 0 2 3

W h a t  m a k e s  a  b o o k  a  " b e a c h  r e a d " ?   I n
t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,  b e a c h  r e a d s  w e r e  b l o c k
b u s t e r  h i t s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e
s u m m e r  m o n t h s  a n d  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h
t h e  p u b l i c .  O v e r  t i m e ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n
h a s  c h a n g e d .  B e a c h  r e a d s  a r e  b o o k s
w i t h  m a s s  a p p e a l ,  l i g h t  a n d  f u n  t o
r e a d ,  a n d  n o t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y
c h a l l e n g i n g .

A  b e a c h  r e a d  c a n  b e  a n y  g e n r e  o f  b o o k
b u t  m a n y  o f  t h e m  a r e  r o m a n c e  n o v e l s .
T h e s e  b o o k s  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  h a p p y ,
s o m e w h a t  u n r e a l i s t i c  e n d i n g  a n d  a r e
r a r e l y  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k i n g .  

TOP THEMES

M a n y  b e a c h  r e a d s  i n c l u d e :  R o m a n c e ,
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h r i l l e r s  a n d  s t o r i e s  t h a t
f e a t u r e  m a i n l y  f e m a l e  c h a r a c t e r s .
B e a c h  r e a d s  a r e  n o t  j u s t  f o r  w o m e n !
T h e y  a r e  f o r  a n y o n e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  b i t  o f
f u n  a n d  e s c a p i s m .  

WARNING!

B o o k s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  a s  c o v e r  f o r
l o w - f l y i n g  s e a  g u l l s .

B o o k  j a c k e t s  a r e  n o t o r i o u s  f o r
g e t t i n g  s a n d  i n  t h e m .  R e t u r n i n g
b o o k s  w i t h  s a n d  i n  t h e m  m a k e s  t h e
s t a f f  y e a r n  t o  b e  a t  t h e  b e a c h ,  w h i c h
m a k e s  t h e  s t a f f  s a d .  P l e a s e  b e
c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  s a n d  i n  b o o k s .  

M a n y  o f  t h e  b o o k s  o n  t h i s  l i s t  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i g i t a l  d o w n l o a d
t h r o u g h  o u r  L i b b y  a p p .  R e a d i n g
d i g i t a l  b o o k s  m a y  b e  f r o w n e d  u p o n  b y
o t h e r  b e a c h  g o e r s ,  b u t  w e  c o m p l e t e l y
s u p p o r t  y o u r  l o v e  o f  d i g i t a l  b o o k s !



I t  Had to Be You
by Georgia  C lark  (Romance)
When her  late  husband leaves  h is  hal f  of  their
wedding p lanning bus iness  to  h is  g i r l f r iend,  L iv
Goldenhorn,  who never  saw this  coming,  f inds
hersel f  shackled to  her  polar  opposite  in  every
way,  whose inexper ience may be just  what  the
company needs.

The Boardwalk  Bookshop
by Susan Mal lery  (Romance)
When fate  br ings  three strangers  to  a  charming
space for  lease on the Cal i fornia  coast ,  the
Boardwalk  Bookshop is  born.  Part  bookstore,  part
g i f t  shop,  part  bakery,  i t ' s  a  dream come true for
Bree,  Mikki  and Ashley.  But  whi le  their  bus iness  i s
thr iv ing,  their  personal  l ives  are. . .  not .

City  of  Gir ls
by E l izabeth Gi lbert  (F ict ion)
1940:  Viv ian Morr is  has  just  been k icked out  of
Vassar  Col lege,  and her  af f luent  parents  send her
to Manhattan to  l ive  with her  Aunt  Peg,  who owns
a f lamboyant,  crumbl ing midtown theater  ca l led
the L i ly  P layhouse.  There Viv ian is  introduced to
fun-chas ing showgir ls ,  a  sexy  male  actor ,  a  grand-
dame actress ,  a  lady-k i l ler  wr i ter ,  and no-
nonsense stage manager.  But  when Viv ian makes a
personal  mistake that  results  in  profess ional
scandal ,  i t  u l t imately  leads  her  to  a  new
understanding of  the k ind of  l i fe  she craves.

The Bodyguard
by Kather ine Center  (Romance)
Hannah Brooks  looks  more l ike  a
k indergarten teacher  than somebody
who could k i l l  you with a  wine bott le
opener.  Or  a  bal lpoint  pen.  Or  a
dinner  napkin.  But  the truth is ,  she's
an Execut ive Protect ion Agent  (aka
"bodyguard") ,  and she just  got  h ired
to protect  superstar  actor  Jack
Stapleton from his  middle-aged,
corgi -breeding sta lker .

Book Lovers
by Emi ly  Henry  (Romance)
Nora Stephens'  l i fe  i s  books--she's  read them al l - -
and she is  not  that  type of  heroine.  Not  the p lucky
one,  not  the la idback dream gir l ,  and especia l ly
not  the sweetheart .  In  fact ,  the only  people  Nora
is  a  heroine for  are  her  c l ients ,  for  whom she lands
enormous deals  as  a  cutthroat  l i terary  agent ,  and
her  beloved l i t t le  s ister  L ibby.  Which is  why she
agrees  to  go to  Sunshine Fal ls ,  North Carol ina for
the month of  August  when L ibby begs  her  for  a
s isters '  t r ip  away.

Every Summer After
by Car ley  Fortune (Romance)
Five summers  to  fa l l  in  love.  One
moment to  fa l l  apart .  A  weekend to
get  i t  r ight .  A  magazine writer  has  to
make a  choice when she returns  to
the lake she grew up on,  and to  the
man she thought  she'd  never  have to
l ive  without,  in  th is  achingly
nosta lg ic  debut.

Fates  and Fur ies
by Lauren Groff  (F ict ion)
A dazz l ing  examinat ion of  a  marr iage,  i t  i s  a lso  a
portra i t  of  creat ive  partnership  wr itten by one
of  the best  wr i ters  of  her  generat ion.  Every
story  has  two s ides.  Every  re lat ionship  has  two
perspect ives.  And sometimes,  i t  turns  out ,  the
key to  a  great  marr iage is  not  i ts  t ruths  but  i ts
secrets .

The Getaway Gir ls
by Dee MacDonald (Romance)
Connie  McCol l  i s  f ina l ly  f ree to  make her  own
decis ions  for  the f i rst  t ime in  decades.  And when
she meets  g lamorous Gi l l  and downtrodden
Maggie,  at  a  rather  dul l  f lower  arranging c lass ,  i t
seems that  she's  not  the only  one dreaming of
adventure.  The three very  d i f ferent  women a l l
agree i t ' s  about  t ime they had a  hol iday to
remember.  

Golden Gir l
by E l in  Hi lderbrand (F ict ion)
Enter ing the after l i fe  due to  a  h i t  and
run acc ident ,  a  successful  author
learns  she can observe the earthly
l ives  of  her  near ly  grown chi ldren and
is  a lso  permitted three "nudges"  to
alter  the outcome of  events .

The Guncle
by Steven Rowley (F ict ion)
A warm and deeply  funny novel  about  a  once-
famous gay s i tcom star  whose unexpected fami ly
tragedy leaves  h im with h is  n iece and nephew for
the summer.

Malibu Ris ing
by Taylor  Jenkins  Reid  (F ict ion)
Set  against  the backdrop of  the
Mal ibu surf  culture of  the 1980s
this  novel  fo l lows the daughter  of  a
famous s inger  who,  once she f inds
fame,  must  grapple  with the fact
that  her  father  abandoned her  and
her  s ib l ings  when they were young.

My Summer Darl ings
by May Cobb (Reserve today)
Three l i fe long fr iends p lus  a  dangerous,  sexy  new
stranger  in  town add up to  a  scorching summer of
manipulat ion,  obsess ion,  and murder,  f rom the
acc la imed author  of  The Hunt ing Wives.

The Newcomer
by May Kay Andrews (F ict ion)
After  she d iscovers  her  s ister  Tanya dead on the
f loor  of  her  fashionable  New York  C i ty  townhouse,
Letty  Carnahan is  certa in  she knows who did  i t :
Tanya's  ex;  s leazy  real  estate  entrepreneur  Evan
Wingf ie ld.  Even in  the gr ip  of  gr ief  and panic  Letty
heeds her  late  s ister 's  warnings:  " I f  anything bad
happens to  me -  i t ' s  Evan.  Promise me you' l l  take
Maya and run.  Promise me."

Nora Goes Off  Scr ipt
by Annabel  Monaghan (Romance)
As a  romance channel  screenwriter ,
Nora Hami lton knows the formula  for
love better  than anyone.  When her
too-good-to work husband leaves  her
and their  two k ids ,  Nora turns  her
marr iage's  col lapse into cash and
writes  the best  scr ipt  of  her  l i fe ;  i t ' s
p icked up for  the b ig  screen and set
to f i lm on locat ion at  her  100-year-
old-home.

One Perfect  Summer
by  Brenda Novak (Reserve today)
When Serenity  Alston swabbed her  cheek for
23andMe,  she joked about  uncover ing some dark
ancestra l  scandal .  The last  th ing she expected was
to d iscover  two hal f  s isters  she d idn't  know
existed.  Suddenly ,  everything about  her  lov ing
fami ly  i s  drawn into quest ion.  And meet ing these
newfound s isters  might  be the only  way to  get
answers.

Camino Is land
by John Gr isham (Mystery)  
A gang of  th ieves  stage a  dar ing heist
from a vault  deep below Pr inceton
Univers i ty ’s  F i restone L ibrary.  Their
loot  i s  pr ice less ,  imposs ib le  to  res ist .
Bruce Cable  owns a  popular
bookstore in  the s leepy resort  town
of  Santa Rosa on Camino Is land in
F lor ida.  He makes h is  real  money,
though,  as  a  prominent  dealer  in  rare
books.  

The Guest  L ist
by Lucy Foley  (F ict ion)
On an is land off  the coast  of  I re land,  guests
gather  to  ce lebrate two people  jo in ing their  l ives
together  as  one.  The groom: handsome and
charming,  a  r is ing  te lev is ion star .  The br ide:
smart  and ambit ious,  a  magazine publ isher .  I t ' s  a
wedding for  a  magazine,  or  for  a  ce lebr i ty :  the
designer  dress ,  the remote locat ion,  the luxe
party  favors ,  the bout ique whiskey.  But
perfect ion is  for  p lans,  and people  are  a l l  too
human.  As  the fest iv i t ies  begin,  resentments  and
petty  jea lous ies  begin  to  mingle  with the
reminiscences  and wel l  wishes.
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The Veiw Was Exhaust ing
by Mikael la  C lements/Onjul i  Datta (Romance)
The world  can see that  internat ional  A- l i s t  actress
Whitman ("Win")  Tagore and jet-sett ing p layboy
Leo Mi lanowski  are  made for  each other .  Their
k isses  start  Twitter  trends and their  f ights  break
the internet .  From red carpet  appearances  to  Met
Gala  mishaps,  their  on-again,  of f -again  romance
has t i t i l lated the publ ic  and the press  for  a lmost  a
decade.  But  i t ' s  a l l  a  l ie .  As  a  woman of  color ,  Win
knows the Hol lywood deck is  stacked against  her ,
so she's  perfected the art  of  control l ing  her  publ ic
persona.  Whenever  she nears  scandal ,  she ca l ls  in
Leo,  with  h is  endear ingly  reck less  att i tude,  for  a
staged date.

Seabreeze Summer
by Jan Moran (Romance)
While  renovat ing an old  beach house,  Ivy  and her
s ister ,  Shel ly ,  suddenly  have fu l l  occupancy after
f i re  forces  Summer Beach res idents  f rom their
homes.  Even the mayor,  Bennett  Dylan,  who was
Ivy 's  h igh school  crush,  moves in .  As  the summer
heats  up,  attract ions  s immer and feuds erupt .  

The Summer of  Lost  and Found
by Mary Al ice  Monroe (F ict ion)
The coming of  Spr ing usual ly  means renewal ,  but
for  L innea Rut ledge,  Spr ing 2020 threatens
stagnat ion.  L innea faces  another  layoff ,  th is  t ime
from the aquar ium she adores.  For  her  -  and her
fami ly  -  f inances,  emotions,  and health  teeter  at
the br ink.  To compl icate  matters ,  her  new love
interest ,  Gordon,  struggles  to  return to  the Is le  of
Palms from England.  Meanwhi le ,  her  o ld  f lame,
John,  turns  up from Cal i fornia  and is  quarant in ing
next  door  -  i s  i t  poss ib le  to  love two men at  the
same t ime.Seven Days in  June

by T ia  Wi l l iams (F ict ion)
Brooklynite  Eva Mercy is  a  s ingle  mom and
bestsel l ing  erot ica  wr iter ,  who is  feel ing  pressed
from al l  s ides.  Shane Hal l  i s  a  rec lus ive,  enigmatic ,
award-winning l i terary  author  who,  to  everyone's
surpr ise,  shows up in  New York.  When Shane and
Eva meet  unexpectedly  at  a  l i terary  event ,  sparks
f ly ,  ra is ing  not  only  their  past  bur ied traumas,  but
the eyebrows of  New York 's  B lack  l i terat i .  What  no
one knows is  that  twenty  years  ear l ier ,  teenage
Eva and Shane spent  one crazy,  torr id  week madly
in  love.  

Summer at  F iref ly  Beach
by Jenny Hale  (F ict ion)
Hal l ie  F lynn's  favor i te  p lace in  the world  is  her
great  Aunt  C lara 's  beaut i fu l  beachside house,  with
its  inv i t ing  wraparound porch and enchant ing
views across  the spark l ing  turquoise  ocean.  For
Hal l ie ,  going to  F i ref ly  Beach,  f i l led with magica l
chi ldhood memories ,  feels  l ike  coming home.  But
al l  that  i s  about  to  change. . . In  one moment
Hal l ie 's  wor ld  is  turned upside down.  She's  left
broken-hearted when her  adored Aunt  C lara
passes  away.  

Summer on the Bluffs
by Sunny Host in  (F ict ion)
In  the exc lus ive b lack  beach community  of  Oak
Bluffs  on Martha's  V ineyard,  the three unoff ic ia l
"goddaughters"  of  Amel ia  Vaux Tanner,
successful  women from di f ferent  backgrounds,
gather  for  one last  summer together  before
Amel ia  moves to  the south of  France and g ives
her  home to one of  them.

The Summer Place
by Jenni fer  Weiner  (F ict ion)
At her  stepdaughter 's  wedding day to  her
pandemic  boyfr iend--the last  gather ing at  the
fami ly 's  beach house in  Cape Cod--Sarah is  faced
with lovers  being revealed as  their  t rue se lves,
misunderstandings,  and secrets ,  ensur ing that
nothing wi l l  ever  be the same.

This  C lose to Okay
by Leesa Cross-Smith (F ict ion)
On a ra iny  October  n ight  in  Kentucky,  recent ly
divorced therapist  Ta l l ie  C lark  i s  on her  way home
when she spots  a  man precar ious ly  standing on
the edge of  a  br idge.  Without  a  second thought,
Tal l ie  pul ls  over  and jumps out  of  the car  into the
pour ing ra in.  She convinces  the man to jo in  her
for  a  cup of  coffee,  and he eventual ly  agrees  to
come back to  her  house,  where he f inal ly ,
re luctant ly ,  shares  h is  f i rst  name:  Emmett .  Over
the course of  the emotional ly-charged weekend
that  fo l lows,  Ta l l ie  makes i t  her  miss ion to  provide
a safe  and comfortable  space for  Emmett ,
a l though she doesn't  confess  that  she works  as  a
therapist .

Window by the Bay
by Debbie  Macomber  (Romance)
Jenna Boltz 's  l i fe  i s  at  a  crossroads.  After  a  messy
divorce near ly  twenty  years  ago,  she ra ised her
two chi ldren on her  own,  juggl ing  motherhood
with her  beloved job as  a  Seatt le  intens ive care
nurse.  Now that  Paul  and Al l ie  have gone to
col lege and moved out ,  Jenna can't  help  but
wonder  what  her  future holds.  

When L i fe  Gives  You Lululemons
byLauren Weisberger  (F ict ion)
Welcome to Greenwich,  CT,  where the lawns and
the women are perfect ly  manicured,  the T i to 's  and
sodas are  extra  strong,  and everyone has
something to  say  about  the infamous new
neighbor.  Let 's  be c lear :  Emi ly  Char l ton,  Miranda
Pr iest ly 's  ex-ass istant ,  does  not  do the suburbs.
She's  working in  Hol lywood as  an image consultant
to the stars ,  but  recent ly ,  Emi ly 's  lost  a  few
cl ients .  She's  hopeless  with  soc ia l  media.  The new
guard is  n ipping at  her  heels .  She needs a  b ig
opportunity ,  and she needs i t  now.

The Summer Hideaway
by Susan Wigg (F ict ion)
Cla ire  Turner  i s  a  nurse with a  terr ib le  secret  in
her  past .  George Bel lamy is  a  s ick  o ld  man try ing
to make up for  past  mistakes.  George's  grandson
Ross  is  a  man back from a war  and want ing a
future.  When George's  i l lness  draws Cla ire  and
Ross  together ,  wi l l  they dare to  r isk  everything for
love?

A Special  P lace for  Women
by Laura Hankin  (F ict ion)
The Wing meets  the I l luminat i  in  the latest
spel lb inding novel ,  about  a  young reporter  who
inf i l t rates  a  women-only  secret  soc iety  made up of
members  who may be witches.

Rosal ine Palmer Takes the Cake
by Alex is  Hal l  (Romance)
Rosal ine Palmer is  just  barely  holding her  l i fe
together.  Her  paycheck might  as  wel l  be
parchment paper,  her  house is  fa l l ing  apart ,  and
help from her  parents  i s  a lways  served with a
generous s l ice  of  d isappointment  and judgment.
And the cherry  on top? Now her  daughter 's  school
is  charging a l l  sorts  of  out landish extra  fees  for
tr ips  that  Rosal ine can't  af ford.  But  where there's
a  whisk  there's  a  way.  .  .  and Rosal ine has  just
landed a  p lace on the nat ion's  favor i te  baking
show.  

Camino Is land
by John Gr isham (Mystery)  
A gang of  th ieves  stage a  dar ing heist
from a vault  deep below Pr inceton
Univers i ty ’s  F i restone L ibrary.  Their
loot  i s  pr ice less ,  imposs ib le  to  res ist .
Bruce Cable  owns a  popular
bookstore in  the s leepy resort  town
of  Santa Rosa on Camino Is land in
F lor ida.  He makes h is  real  money,
though,  as  a  prominent  dealer  in  rare
books.  


