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How to Be a  Gir l  in  the World
Caela  Carter  (YT CARTER)
Struggl ing  to  come to terms with
adolescent  body changes that
have attracted unwanted
attent ion,  a  tween begins
wear ing layers  and escaping into
horror  novels  before moving to  a
di lapidated new home,  where
she discovers  a  book of  spel ls .

Moonwalking
Zetta E l l iott  (YT  ELLIOTT,  Z)
When punk rock- lov ing J J
Pankowski  and graff i t i  art ist  P ie
Velez  stumble into an unl ike ly
fr iendship,  they use their  love of
music  and art  to  get  through a
tough semester  unt i l  a  run- in  with
the pol ice  changes everything.

Thirst
Varsha Bajaj  (YT  BAJAJ ,  V)
L iv ing in  the poorest  part  of
Mumbai ,  where water  i s  a
prec ious  commodity ,  Minni
starts  work in  a  h igh-r ise
bui ld ing where she discovers
that  water  i s  p lent i fu l  and
f ights  to  br ing i t  to  everyone.

Hol ler  of  the F iref l ies
David Barc lay  Moore (YT MOORE,  D)
Learning about  income inequal i ty ,  rac ism and
hidden agendas whi le  at  STEM Camp in  a  l i t t le
Appalachian town,  Javar i  meets  a  local  boy,
budding act iv ist  and occas ional  th ief ,  who shows
him a d i f ferent  s ide of  the hol ler ,  b lowing h is
mind wide open.

Operat ion F inal  Notice
Matthew Landis  (YT LANDIS,  M)
As the new year  approaches,  best
fr iends Ronny,  whose fami ly  i s  in
f inancia l  t rouble,  and Josef ina,  who
has a  b ig  audit ion at  a  prest ig ious
music  academy,  must  learn how to
depend on one another  and their
community  when things  get  tough.

Attack of  the Black Rectangles
A.S.  K ing (YT KING,  A.S . )
When Mac discovers  several  words
of  h is  c lassroom copy of  Jane
Yolen's  The Devi l ' s  Ar i thmetic  are
blacked out  he is  outraged,  so  he,
his  f r iends,  and his  eccentr ic
fami ly  set  out  to  do something
about  the censorship  imposed by
one teacher  and the school  board.

The Mossheart ’s  Promise
Rebecca Mix  (YT MIX,  R)
When her  beloved mama fa l ls  i l l
f rom the ever-creeping mold
overtaking their  wor ld,  12-year-
old  fa i ry  Ary  Mossheart ,  armed
with only  a  bucket  and a  prayer ,
sets  out  to  f ind a  magica l ,
underground lake with heal ing
powers  but  instead f inds  a
terr i fy ing secret .

Warrior  Gir l
Carmen Tafol la  (YT TAFOLLA,  C)
A novel  in  verse about  the joys
and struggles  of  a  Chicana g ir l
who is  a  warr ior  for  her  name,  her
history,  and her  r ight  to  choose
what  she celebrates  in  l i fe .

Born Behind Bars
Padma Venkatraman (YT VENKATRAMAN, P)
In  Chennai ,  India ,  after  spending h is  whole  l i fe
in  ja i l  with  h is  mother,  who is  serv ing t ime for  a
cr ime she did  not  commit ,  n ine-year-old  Kabir  i s
suddenly  re leased and has  to  f igure out  how to
surv ive on his  own in  the outs ide world.

The Pants  Project
Cat  C larke (YT CLARKE)
Eleven-year-old  L iv  f ights  to  change the middle
school  dress  code requir ing  g i r ls  to  wear  a  sk i rt
and,  a long the way,  f inds  the courage to  te l l
h is  moms he is  meant  to  be a  boy.

Gone Wolf
Amber McBr ide (YT MCBRIDE,  A)
A twelve-year-old  B lack  g i r l  deals
with fear ,  gr ief ,  pain,  and suffer ing
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and America 's  h istory  of
ens lavement  and rac ist  v io lence.

I t  Happened on a  Saturday
Sydney Dunlap (YT DUNLAP,  S)
After  13-year-old  Ju l ia  near ly  becomes a  v ict im
of  human traf f ick ing,  she must  f ind the courage
to speak up about  her  exper ience or  e lse  her
fr iend could end up becoming a  v ict im too.

The Wrong Way Home
Kate O’Shaughnessy  (YT O'SHAUGHNESSY,  K)
When twelve-year-old  Fern and her  mother
abrupt ly  leave their  i so lated,  of f - the-gr id
community ,  Fern wants  nothing more than to
return,  but  th ings  get  murky as  she s lowly
adjusts  to  her  new l i fe  and discovers  unsett l ing
truths  about  her  o ld  one.

And Then,  Boom!
L isa  F ipps  (YT F IPPS,  L )
Poverty-str icken Joseph bravely  r ides  out  a l l
the storms l i fe  keeps throwing at  h im.

Unfadeable
Maurice  Broaddus (YT BROADDUS,  M)
Bel la  "Unfadeable"  Fades  is  a  graff i t i  art ist
known for  tagging wal ls  and br idges  in  her
Indianapol is  neighborhood,  the Land.  When she
discovers  that  people  in  h igh p laces  are  try ing
to defund the Land,  she needs to  put  her  trust
in  her  neighbors ,  and br ing her  community
together.

Mascot
Char les  Waters  (YT WATERS,  C)
Told from several  perspect ives ,  th is  t imely  novel
fo l lows s ix  middle-schoolers ,  a l l  with  d i f ferent
backgrounds and bel iefs ,  as  they learn about
ident i ty ,  t radit ion and what  i t  means to  stand up
for  real  change when their  school 's  mascot  i s
seen as  rac ist .

Kicked Out
A.M. Dassu (YT DASSU,  A)
While  h is  home l i fe  i s  unravel ing,  th irteen-year-
old  Al i  organizes  a  char i ty  soccer  match to  help
his  f r iend Aadam avoid deportat ion back to  Syr ia .

Indian No More
Char lene Wi l l ing McManis  (YT MCMANIS)
In  1957,  ten-year-old  Regina Pet i t ' s  Umpqua
tr ibe is  legal ly  terminated and forced to  leave
Oregon,  but  in  Los  Angeles  her  fami ly  faces
prejudice and she struggles  to  understand her
ident i ty  as  an Indian far  f rom tr ibal  lands.

Something L ike Home
Andrea Beatr iz  Arango
(YT ARANGO, A)
Desperate to  return home whi le
staying with her  aunt ,  Laura f inds
a puppy and decides  that  i f  she
can tra in  the puppy to  become a
therapy dog,  she might  be a l lowed
to v is i t  her  parents—then maybe

things  wi l l  go back to  the way they should be.

Mani  Semil la  F inds  Her  Quetzal  Voice
Anna Lapera (YT LAPERA,  A)
Mani  Semi l la  wants  two things:  to  get
her  per iod,  and to  thwart  her  mom's
plan of  tak ing her  to  Guatemala,  a
place that  has  a lways  been more of  a
mystery  than an answer.  Mani  can't
imagine leaving behind Las  Nerdas,

her  band of  misf i t  f r iends,  for  the summer.  But
after  she f inds  letters  wr i tten between her  mom
and her  d isappeared- journal ist  aunt ,  Mani 's  idea
of  what  i t  means to  be a  woman takes  f l ight .
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