
YOUNG TEENS 

JOHN DAVID
ANDERSON,

MRS. BIXBY'S LAST
DAY

TO BE YOURSELF IN
A WORLD THAT IS

CONSTANTLY
TRYING TO MAKE
YOU SOMETHING

ELSE IS THE
GREATEST

ACCOMPLISHMENT.

CONTACT

5 0 3 - 6 5 6 - 7 8 5 3

1 5 9 5  B u r n s  S t r e e t
W e s t  L i n n ,  O R  9 7 0 6 8

R e b e c c a  M a y e r
T e e n  &  T w e e n  L i b r a r i a n

r m a y e r @ w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v

REALISTIC
FICTION

w e s t l i n n l i b r a r y . o r g



YOUNG TEEN FICTION

Ashley  Herr ing Blake (YT BLAKE)
Ivy  Aberdeen’s  Letter  to  the World
Twelve-year-old  Ivy  Aberdeen's  house is
destroyed in  a  tornado,  and in  the aftermath
of  the storm,  she begins  to  develop feel ings
for  another  g i r l  at  school .

Jerry  Craft  (YT  CRAFT)
New Kid
Seventh grader  Jordan Banks  loves  nothing
more than drawing cartoons about  h is  l i fe .
But  instead of  sending h im to the art  school
of  h is  dreams,  h is  parents  enrol l  h im in  a
prest ig ious  pr ivate  school  known for  i ts
academics ,  where Jordan is  one of  the few
kids  of  color  in  h is  ent i re  grade.  As  he makes
the dai ly  t r ip  f rom his  Washington Heights
apartment  to  the upscale  R iverdale  Academy
Day School ,  Jordan soon f inds  h imsel f  torn
between two worlds- -and not  real ly  f i t t ing
into e i ther  one.  Can Jordan learn to  navigate
his  new school  culture whi le  keeping h is
neighborhood fr iends and stay ing true to
himsel f?

Richard Peck (YT PECK)
The Best  Man
Archer  has  four  important  ro le  models  in  h is
l i fe- -h is  dad,  h is  grandfather ,  h is  uncle  Paul ,
and his  favor i te  teacher,  Mr.  McLeod.  When
Uncle  Paul  and Mr.  McLeod get  marr ied,
Archer 's  s ixth-grade year  becomes one he' l l
never  forget .

John David  Anderson (YT ANDERSON)
Ms. Bixby’s  Last  Day
Loving their  g i f ted teacher,  three boys  are
dismayed when the teacher  fa l l s  i l l  and
leaves  for  the rest  of  the school  year ,  a
s i tuat ion that  compels  them to share their
stor ies  whi le  cutt ing c lass  and journeying
across  town together  on a  fateful  day.

Kimber ley  Brubaker  Bradley
(YT BRADLEY)
Fight ing Words
Depending on an older
s ister  who protected her
when their  mother  went  to
pr ison and their  mother 's
boyfr iend committed a
terr ib le  act ,  10-year-old
Del la  tr ies  to  f igure out
what  to  do when her  o lder
s ister  attempts  suic ide.

Debbie  Michiko F lorence (YT FLORENCE)
Keep It  Together,  Keiko Carter
Keiko,  Audrey,  and Jenna have a lways  been
best  f r iends,  and Keiko desperately  wants  i t
to  stay  that  way,  but  now they are  start ing
seventh grade,  and everything seems to  be
changing;  Audrey is  obsessed with the idea of
them al l  secur ing boyfr iends,  but  when she
and Jenna focus  on the same boy their
fr iendship starts  to  break apart- -and then
Keiko f inds  hersel f  attracted to  Audrey's
brother ,  Conner  (who has  general ly  been cast
as  the enemy),  and suddenly  she f inds  hersel f
having to  choose between the two.

Eoin  Col fer  (YT GN COLFER)
I l legal
Ebo is  a lone.  His  brother ,  Kwame,  has
disappeared,  and Ebo knows i t  can only  be
to attempt the hazardous journey to  Europe,
and a  better  l i fe ,  the same journey their
s ister  set  out  on months  ago.  But  Ebo
refuses  to  be left  behind in  Ghana.  He sets
out  after  Kwame and jo ins  h im on the quest
to reach Europe.  Ebo's  epic  journey takes
him across  the Sahara Desert  to  the
dangerous streets  of  Tr ipol i ,  and f inal ly  out
to the merc i less  sea.  But  with  every  step he
holds  on to  h is  hope for  a  new l i fe ,  and a
reunion with h is  fami ly .

Tami  Char les  (YT CHARLES)
Like Vanessa
Vanessa Mart in  struggles  with  a  mother  she
barely  remembers,  a  grandfather  deal ing
with addict ion and her  own batt le  with  se l f -
conf idence.  But  when a  new teacher  at
school  coordinates  a  beauty  pageant  and
convinces  Vanessa to  enter ,  Vanessa's  v iew
of  her  own world  begins  to  change.

Al i  Benjamin (YT
BENJAMIN)
The Thing About  Je l lyf ish
Twelve-year-old  Suzy
Swanson wades through
her  intense gr ief  over  the
loss  of  her  best  f r iend by
invest igat ing the rare
je l lyf ish  she is  convinced
was responsib le  for  her
fr iend's  death.

Paul  Gr i f f in  (YT GRIFFIN)
When Fr iendship Fol lowed Me Home
Seventh-grader  Ben,  a lways  an outs ider ,  i s
led into a  deep fr iendship with Hal ley,  who is
being treated for  cancer ,  by  the specia l  dog
he and his  adopt ive mother  take in .

Lucy Knis ley  (YT GN KNISLEY)
Stepping Stones
Jen moves out  to  the country
and has  to  put  up with her
mom and her  mom's  new
boyfr iend,  as  wel l  as  h is
k ids .  Suddenly  part  of  a
larger  fami ly  in  a  new place,
Jen isn ' t  sure there is  a  p lace
for  her  in  th is  d i f ferent
world.

Cathy G.  Johnson (YT GN JOHNSON)
The Breakaways
When a  popular  student  encourages  her  to
jo in  the soccer  team,  Faith  s igns  up even
though she has  never  p layed the game and
learns  about  loyalty  and fr iendship.

Ann M.  Mart in  (YT MARTIN)
Rain Reign
Struggl ing  with Asperger 's ,  Rose shares  a
bond with her  beloved dog,  but  when the dog
goes miss ing dur ing a  storm,  Rose is  forced to
confront  the l imits  of  her  comfort  levels ,
even i f  i t  means leaving her  rout ines  in  order
to search for  her  pet .

Al ison McGhee (YT MCGHEE)
Dear S ister
Brother  chronic les  l i fe  with  h is
frequent ly-annoying S ister ,
f rom the t ime she is  born unt i l
she is  ten and he leaves  for
col lege,  through a  ser ies  of
letters  and drawings.

Jacquel ine Woodson (YT WOODSON)
Harbor  Me
When s ix  students  are  chosen to  part ic ipate
in  a  weekly  ta lk  with  no adults  a l lowed,  they
discover  that  when they're  together ,  i t ' s  safe
to share the hopes and fears  they have to
hide from the rest  of  the world.

YT GRAPHIC NOVELS


