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Super  Troop
Bruce Hale  (YT HALE,  B)
In  retrospect ,  Cooper  acknowledges h is  escapade
at  the amusement park  wasn’t  a  br ight  idea,  but
at  the t ime,  he d idn’t  real ize  i t  would turn h is
promis ing post-s ixth-grade “Summer of
Awesomeness”  ups ide down.  Two years  after  h is
parents ’  d ivorce,  they’re  united on one th ing:
their  son needs to  learn d isc ip l ine.  Suddenly ,  he
and Nacho (h is  best  f r iend and partner  in  cr ime)
are re luctant ly  spending three days  a  week as
members  of  the local  Ranger  troop,  where an ex-
Marine attempts  to  whip h is  mot ley  crew into
shape whi le  teaching them respect  and surv iva l
sk i l l s .  A  demanding camping tr ip  tests  their
mett le  and leads  Cooper  to  take an unexpected
stand,  surpr is ing  h imsel f ,  h is  f r iends,  and his
parents .

Anybody Here Seen Frenchie?
Les l ie  Connor  (YT CONNOR,  L)
When her  best  f r iend Frenchie,  who is  aut ist ic  and
doesn't  ta lk ,  d isappears  after  they encounter  a
rare p iebald  deer  in  the woods,  Aurora feels  that
she's  to  b lame and does everything she can to  f ind
him.

The Boys in  the Back Row
Mike Jung (YT JUNG)
Best  f r iends Matt  and Er ic  are  hatching a  p lan for
one big  f inal  adventure together  before Er ic  moves
away:  dur ing the marching band compet it ion at  a
Giant  Amusement Park,  they wi l l  sneak away to  a
nearby comics  convent ion and meet  their  idol :  a
famous comic  creator .  Without  ce l l  phones.  Or
transportat ion.  Or  permiss ion.

The Best  L iars  in  Riverview
L in  Thompson
(YT THOMPSON,  L)
While  searching the woods that
used to  be their  personal
sanctuary,  twelve-year-old
Aubrey recal ls  the events  and
inc idents  preceding their  best
fr iend's  d isappearance and
quiet ly  quest ions  their  own
gender  ident i ty .

Moonwalking
Zetta E l l iott  (YT  ELLIOTT,  Z)
When punk rock- lov ing J J
Pankowski  and graff i t i  art ist  P ie
Velez  stumble into an unl ike ly
fr iendship,  they use their  love of
music  and art  to  get  through a
tough semester  unt i l  a  run- in
with the pol ice  changes
everything.

Pi lu  of  the Woods
Mai K.  Nguyen (YT GN NGUYEN)
Wil low,  who has  been struggl ing  with her  emotions
s ince her  mother 's  death,  runs  away into the
woods and meets  P i lu ,  a  lost  t ree spir i t  who
cannot  f ind her  way back home.

The Order  of  Things
Kai ja  Langley  (YT LANGLEY,  K)
Eleven-year-old  Apr i l  must  come to terms with the
sudden death of  her  best  f r iend,  Zee.

Fr iend Me
Shei la  M.  Averbuch (YT AVERBUCH)
Rois in  turns  to  Hai ley,  her  onl ine fr iend,  to  escape
the constant  abuse from a school  bul ly ,  but  Rois in
begins  to  suspect  Hai ley  isn ' t  who she c la ims she
is .

Chirp
Kate Messner  (YT MESSNER)
Moving to  Vermont the summer after  seventh
grade,  a  young gymnast  h ides  a  secret  as  she
makes new fr iends and invest igates  her
grandmother 's  c la im that  someone is  t ry ing to
destroy her  cr icket  farm.

Making Fr iends
Kr isten Gudsnuk (YT GN GUDSNUK)
When she and her  f r iends are  p laced in  d i f ferent
c lasses  and begin  explor ing separate interests  at
the start  of  seventh grade,  Danny inher i ts  a  magic
sketchbook and uses  i t  to  create a  perfect  best
fr iend,  with  unexpected results .

This  Was Our  Pact
Ryan Andrews
(YT GN ANDREWS)
When their  community
celebrates  the annual  Autumn
Equinox Fest iva l  by  l ight ing
paper  lanterns  and f loat ing
them in  the r iver ,  Ben and
the school  misf i t ,  Nathanie l ,
embark on a  b icyc le  tr ip  to
discover  what  happens to  the
lanterns.

Posted
John David  Anderson (YT ANDERSON,  J )
When cel l  phones are  banned at  their  school ,
Frost  and his  f r iends start  communicat ing
through st icky  notes  left  a l l  over  the school
before other  k ids  start  fo l lowing their  example,
tr igger ing a  wave of  bul ly ing act iv i t ies  in  the
wake of  a  new gir l ' s  arr iva l .

In  the Key of  Us
Mariama Lockington
(YT LOCKINGTON,  M)
Brought  together  dur ing summer
music  camp where they are  the
only  two Black  g i r ls ,  Andi  and
Zora s lowly  begin  to  connect  and
soon come to real ize  what  has
been miss ing from their  l ives—
each other .

Ana on the Edge
A.  J .  Sass  (YT SASS)
Twelve-year-old  f igure skater
Ana str ives  to  win compet it ions
whi le  learning about  gender
ident i ty—Ana's  own and that  of
a  new fr iend—and how to
navigate the best  path forward.

A Place at  the Table
Saadia Faruqi  (YT  FARUQI)
Sixth-graders  Sara,  a  Pakistani
American,  and E l izabeth,  a
Jewish g ir l ,  connect  in  an after
school  cooking c lub and bond
over  food and their  mothers '
struggles  to  become United
States  c i t izens.

Rol ler  Gir l
Victor ia  Jamieson
(YT GN JAMIESON)
A graphic  novel  adventure
about  a  g i r l  who discovers
rol ler  derby r ight  as  she and
her  best  f r iend are growing
apart .

The Boy Who Met a  Whale
Nizrana Farook (YT FAROOK,  N)
Sr i  Lankan f isherboy Raz  and his
s ister  are  swept  into a  h igh-seas
adventure when they meet  Zheng,
who has  escaped a  shipwreck and
is  fu l l  of  ta les  of  sea monsters
and miss ing treasure.

Tangled Up in  Luck
Merr i l l  Wyatt  (YT WYATT,  M.)
Seventh-graders  S loane and Amel ia  are
devastated to  be paired for  a  research project
about  long- lost  jewels ,  but  soon they are  f inding
clues  h idden for  near ly  a  century—and real ize
they are  being used.

Warrior  Gir l
Carmen Tafol la  (YT TAFOLLA,  C)
A novel  in  verse about  the joys  and struggles  of
a  Chicana g ir l  who is  a  warr ior  for  her  name,  her
history,  and her  r ight  to  choose what  she
celebrates  in  l i fe .

Just  Rol l  With I t
Lee Durfey-Lavoie
(YT GN DURFEY-LAVOIE)
Maggie,  who struggles  with
anxiety  and OCD,  gets  through
her  f i rst  year  of  middle  school
by making fr iends,  f inding the
best  after-school  c lubs,  and
using her  twenty-s ided dice  to
help her  make decis ions.
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