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CITIZENS’ BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING  
Monday, April 29 and May 6, 2013 

6:00 p.m. – Citizens’ Budget Committee Meeting - Council Chambers 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Call to Order Citizens’ Budget Committee Meeting 
 
2. Introductions and Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

 
3. Public Comment 

 
4. Review and Approval of Community Grant recommendations from Subcommittee 

 
5. Review of Quarterly Report and Supplemental Adjustments 
 
6. Budget Presentation by Fund 

a. Budget Overview 
b. Administrative Services 

i. General Fund 
c. Public Safety 

i. Public Safety Fund 
d. Culture 

i. Library Fund 
ii. Parks & Recreation Fund 

e. Community Development 
i. Building Inspections Fund 

ii. Planning Fund 
f. Public Works 

i. Streets Fund 
ii. Water Fund 

iii. Environmental Services Fund 
g. Systems Development Charges (SDC) Fund 
h. Debt 

i. Parks Bond Fund 
ii. Debt Service Fund 
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[The following Public Hearings are noticed for the May 6, 2013 Budget Meeting] 
 
7. Public Hearing – State Revenue Sharing 

a. Staff Presentation on Projected Amounts and Proposed Uses – please see page 94 of 
budget 

b. Public Testimony 
 

8. Public Hearing – Review and Approval of Six Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
a. Committee Review and Discussion of CIP projects for FY 2012 through FY 2017 
b. Public Testimony 

 
9. Public Comment 
 
10. Final Budget Committee Vote  

a. Approve Budget 
b. Approve Taxes 

i. General Operating Tax Rate:  $2.12/$1,000 TAV 
ii. Bond Levy Amount: $1,380,000 in FY 2014 and $1,401,000 in FY 2015 

 
11. Adjourn 

  



 
Meeting Notes: 

The Council Chambers is equipped with an induction loop and a limited number of neck loops for the hearing impaired.  Please 
let the City know if you require any special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please call City Hall 48 hours 
prior to the meeting date, 503-657-0331. 

Community Comments provide an opportunity for statements from citizens regarding issues related to City government, 
properly the subject of Council/Commission consideration and not issues on the agenda. Persons wishing to speak shall be 
allowed to do so only after completing forms provided in the foyer in advance of Community Comments. All remarks should be 
addressed to the governing body. The City Council/Planning Commission will not engage in discussion with those making 
comments. The time limit for each participant is three (3) minutes or will be set by the Mayor or Chair. 

Consent Agenda items are routine and will not be allotted individual hearing time.  The items may be passed in one blanket 
motion.   Any member may remove an item for discussion or questions by requesting such action prior to consideration. 

Persons wishing to speak on agenda items shall be allowed to do so only after completing the forms provided in the foyer and 
returning them to the Clerk prior to the item being called for discussion.  A separate slip must be turned in for each item. The 
time limit for each participant is three (3) minutes, unless the Mayor decides prior to the item to allocate more or less time. 

When needed, the Council will meet in Executive Session pursuant to ORS 192.660. 

Please help us to accommodate citizens who are chemically sensitive to fragrances and other scented products. Thank you for 
not wearing perfume, aftershave, scented hand lotion, fragranced hair products, and/or similar products. 
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WEST LINN  

CITIZENS’ BUDGET 

COMMITTEE MEETING  

NOTES 

May 6, 2013  

 

 

Call to Order Citizens’ Budget Committee Meeting  

 

Members of the Budget Committee Present:  
Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor Thomas 
Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann Frazier. 
 
Members of the Budget Committee Absent:  
Abigail Wojcik and Jon Monson. 
 
Staff Present:  
City Manager Chris Jordan, Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals, Assistant City Manager Kirsten 
Wyatt, City Recorder Kathy Mollusky, Public Works Director Lance Calvert, Accounting Manager 
Lauren DeLorenzo, and City Attorney Damien Hall. 

 

Budget Q&A Document 

Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals went through the questions submitted last week and 
summarized the answers. 

 

The Citizens' Budget Committee discussed the Newsletter Frequency Issues and Options paper 
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on scaling back the newsletter to a quarterly newsletter (Option A - $24,000); monthly 
having communication staff (Option B - $62,000); or monthly using an intern (Option C - 
$38,000). Option C is already included in the Proposed Budget. 

 

Council President Mike Jones moved to adopt Option C. Councilor Jenni Tan seconded the 
motion.  

 

Ayes: Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor Thomas Frank, 
Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann Frazier.  

Nays: Mayor John Kovash.  

The motion carried 7 - 1  

 

The Citizens' Budget Committee discussed the Issues and Options paper on increasing 
Environmental Services fees. 

 

Council President Mike Jones moved to accept the budgeted amount which is a five percent 
increase in Environmental Services fees. Councilor Jody Carson seconded the motion.  

 

Councilor Thomas Frank stated the fund balance is over the policy minimum and asked staff for 
a list of projects that are going to happen this next biennium.  
 
Vice Chair Karen Hensley stated most things have healthy reserves for when things go wrong.  
She pointed out that staff believes the five percent increase is necessary to adequately fund the 
projects suggested by the master plan. 
 
Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals pointed out the next page which shows the reserves 
dangerously low out a couple of years if there is only a three percent increase.   
 
Mayor John Kovash stated if the fund is reduced by two percent, it is a permanent reduction.  In 
the long run, the city will have trouble funding projects.  He supports a five percent increase.  
 
Public Works Director Lance Calvert directed the budget committee to the Six Year Capital 
Improvement Plan, Page 52 has a list of Environmental Service projects. 

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Vice Chair 
Karen Hensley, and Ann Frazier.  

Nays: Councilor Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, and Chair Bill Hill.  

The motion carried 5 - 3  

 

Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals discussed the Community Grants Issues and Options 
paper.  There is $20,000 budgeted, the citizens are recommending $15,185 which is listed in the 
packet. 



 

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to approve the Community Grants as suggested by the citizens 
committee. Council President Mike Jones seconded the motion.  

 

Council President Jenni Tan stated she a member of the Mom's Club but is not on the board so 
there is no conflict of interest.  She also is no longer on the Clackamas Women's Services Board 
and therefore will not be recusing herself this year. 
 
Ann Frazier is a member of the West Linn Community Choir but is not on the board. 
 
Councilor Jody Carson is on the Willamette Falls Heritage Foundation and is a member of the 
board so she will recuse herself. 

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Thomas Frank, Councilor 
Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann Frazier.  

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 7 - 0  

 

Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals discussed the Street Maintenance Fees Issues and Options 
Paper. 

 

Bill Hill submitted a 2007 newspaper article regarding utility fees. 

2007 Newspaper Article 

 

Public Works Director Lance Calvert discussed pavement conditions throughout the city and 
handed out the Pavement Condition Ratings 2002-2012 Map. 

Pavement Condition Ratings 2002-2012 

 

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to accept Option B on the streets and Option D on sidewalks. 
Ann Frazier seconded the motion.  

 

Council President Mike Jones called the Previous Question. 

 

Vice Chair Karen Hensley withdrew her motion.  

 

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to accept Option D on the sidewalks. Chair Bill Hill seconded 
the motion.  

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor 
Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann 
Frazier.  

Nays: None. 
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The motion carried 8 - 0  

 

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to accept Option B on the Street Maintenance Fee. Ann Frazier 
seconded the motion.  

 

Councilor Jody Carson would like a list of proposed streets and the dollar amount when this 
gets to Council. 

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor 
Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann 
Frazier.  

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 8 - 0  

 

 
[The following Public Hearings are noticed for the May 6, 2013 Budget 
Meeting]  

 

Public Hearing - State Revenue Sharing  

 

Staff Presentation on Projected Amounts and Proposed Uses - please see page 169 of budget  

Staff Note: Projected Amounts and Proposed Uses - please see the Planning Fund, Page 94 of 
the budget. 

 

Chair Bill Hill opened the public hearing. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals explained State Revenue Sharing and staff's proposal to 
allocate the funds of $273,000 per year to the Planning Fund. 

 

There were no public comments. 
 
Chair Bill Hill closed the public hearing.   

 

Public Testimony  

 

Public Hearing - Review and Approval of Six Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)  

 

Committee Review and Discussion of CIP projects for FY 2012 through FY 2017  
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Chair Bill Hill opened the public hearing. 
 
Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals inquired if there were any more questions regarding the Six 
Year Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Chair Bill Hill closed the public hearing.  

 

Public Testimony  

 

Public Comment  

Alice Richmond talked about the article in the paper regarding citizens paying for an attorney 
for the Council lawsuit.  Also, she would like the City to purchase microphones that work.   
 
Mike Taylor spoke about the Police Department budget numbers and submitted the attached 
comments.  

Mike Taylor submittal 

 

Mary Swanson would like money allocated to regulate residential land use and the accessory 
dwellings that impact private use.  She would like the City employees to enforce the 
Ordinances.  

 

Final Budget Committee Vote  

 

Approve Budget  

Council President Mike Jones moved to approve the budget as amended by the Issues and 
Options papers. Ann Frazier seconded the motion.  

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor 
Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann 
Frazier.  

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 8 - 0  

 

Approve Taxes  

 
General Operating Tax Rate: $2.12/$1,000 TAV  

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to approve the general operating tax rate of $2.12/$1,000 of 
taxable assessed value. Councilor Jody Carson seconded the motion.  

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor 
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Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann 
Frazier.  

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 8 - 0  

 

Bond Levy Amount: $1,380,000 in FY 2014 and $1,401,000 in FY 2015  

Vice Chair Karen Hensley moved to approve the bond levy amount exempt from the limitations 
of taxation in the amount of $1,380,000 in FY 2014 and $1,401,000 in FY 2015. Council 
President Mike Jones seconded the motion.  

 

Ayes: Mayor John Kovash, Council President Mike Jones, Councilor Jody Carson, Councilor 
Thomas Frank, Councilor Jenni Tan, Chair Bill Hill, Vice Chair Karen Hensley, and Ann 
Frazier.  

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 8 - 0  

 

Adjourn  
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