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City Overview

West Linn, Oregon

The City of West Linn is a community where citizens,
civic organizations, businesses and city government
work together to ensure that the community retains its
hometown identity, high quality of life and its natural
beauty. The estimated population is 24,180.

West Linn is close to the region's business core and ur-
ban amenities, with Portland approximately twenty
miles to the north. At the same time, the city provides a
small-town atmosphere and distinct neighborhoods that
range from the historic Willamette district with its pio-
neer-era dwellings, to the contemporary architecture of
newer homes. West Linn is approximately twenty miles
to the Portland International Airport.

West Linn's special assets include dedicated parks and
open spaces, panoramic views of the Willamette and
Tualatin rivers, with Mount Hood, Mount Adams, Mount
St. Helens and the Cascades as a backdrop.

West Linn Government

The City of West Linn is a full-service municipality that
operates under a council/manager form of government.
The elected city council sets policies for city govern-
ment, enacts ordinances and hires, directs and evaluates
the city manager. In turn, the city manager is the city's
chief executive officer, responsible for overall manage-
ment and administration.

The West Linn City Council meets the second and fourth
Monday of each month at City Hall. Council meetings are
televised live on West Linn TV (cable channel 30), and
are replayed at various times during the week. The city
also cablecasts and replays meetings of the West Linn
Planning Commission and other public meetings and

events. City residents have many opportunities to affect
city policies and priorities by serving on citizen advisory
committees such as the budget committee, and through
participation in their neighborhood associations.

The City Council consists of the Mayor and four Council-
ors who act as the board of directors of the City of West
Linn municipal corporation. The Council sets policies for
the city government, enacts ordinances and hires, di-
rects, and evaluates the city manager. Municipal ser-
vices are provided by City employees and headed by the
City Manager. The city operates its own police depart-
ment, a municipal court, water, wastewater and storm
water utilities, street operations, planning, engineering,
fleet management, library and an extensive year-round

parks and recreation program.

The Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue District provides
fire and emergency services to the community. West
Linn lies within Clackamas County, which is headed by a
board of commissioners and based in neighboring Ore-
gon City. West Linn is also part of METRO, the tri-county
urban services district based in Portland.

History

Settlers first occupied the pioneer settlement now
known as West Linn in the early 1840’s when Robert
Moore purchased 1,000 acres of land from the
"Wallamut" (Willamette) Indians. He built his cabin high
on a slope overlooking the Willamette Falls and set
about building a town, calling it “Robin's Nest.” The town
was situated on property now occupied by the West
Linn Paper Company.

By 1846, Moore had built four flour and lumber mills,
along with dwellings for the mill workers. He also oper-



ated a ferry to Oregon City. In 1845, Moore renamed the
tiny town “Linn City” in honor of his friend, well-known
free- state advocate Dr. Lewis F. Linn, a U.S. Senator from
Missouri and sponsor of the Donation Land Claim Bill
Moore became Linn City’s first postmaster in 1850, and
purchased The Spectator, an Oregon City newspaper, in
1852. By then, his Linn City enterprises included a grist-
mill, sawmill, warehouse, wharves, and a breakwater to
create a basin for boats to load and unload cargo. Moore
died in 1857. Not long after Moore's death, a fire de-
stroyed the sawmill, gristmill, wharves, and a docked
steamer ship. Local businessmen began to rebuild, only
to see their hard work washed away in floods later that
same year. In 1868, Linn City was revived when the Wil-
lamette Transportation Locks Co. began providing pas-
sage to shipping over the Willamette Falls. The locks
remain in continuous operation to this day.

In 1913, the City of West Linn was incorporated, encom-
passing West Oregon City, Bolton, Sunset and Willamette
Heights. The incorporation allowed the settlements to
obtain needed services, utilities, and improvements
without annexing to Oregon City. After considerable de-
bate on a name, the city founders decided to honor the
pioneer town that Moore had established.

Population

The city's population historically grew steadily, but in
recent years has leveled off. The 1860 census listed 225
residents. By 1920, the number had grown to 1,628. The
1960 census set the population at 2,923, and by 1970,
West Linn had grown to more than 7,000. The city’s
population has continued to grow each year. Currently,
the city’s population is 24,180. The Portland State Popu-
lation Research Center estimated zero population
growth in West Linn between 2006 and 2007.

West Linn Population (2000 - 2007)
Source: Portland State Population Research Center
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West Linn Facts & Statistics

Date of Incorporation: August 8, 1913

Form of Government: Council/Manager
e Population: 24,180
e Number of registered voters: 13,886
e Percent male: 48.1%
e Percent female: 51.9%
e Average household size: 2.72
e Median age: 38.1
e Motto: “City of Hills, Trees, and Rivers”
e Areain Square Miles: 7.5
e Median family income: $83,252
e Workforce in professional sector: 49.7%
e Major Employers:
e West Linn-Wilsonville School District
e West Linn Paper Company
e Highest Tax Due Accounts in Clackamas Co.:
e Fred Meyer
e General Growth Properties Inc.
e PCC Structurals
e Shorenstein Properties LLC
e Xerox Corporation
e Safeway Stores
e Mentor Graphics
e Warn Industries
o Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
e United Western Grocers
e Total Housing Units**: 9,968
e Occupied Housing Units**: 9,350
e Percent owner occupied: 79 percent
e Percent renter occupied: 21 percent

e Median property value***: $405,000

*Demographic data from the West Linn Chamber of Commerce.
**Housing unit data estimated by the West Linn Planning Dept.

***Median property value estimated from RMLS.
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Images of West Linn

West Linn-Oregon City Bridge Willamette Falls

Salamo Road Flower Shop

Willamette District Historic Home Willamette Business District

West Linn Public Library Willamette River
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Distance from West Linn To...

e Portland: 20 miles e Seattle: 190 miles
e Seaside: 90 miles e Vancouver BC: 330 miles
e Bend: 155 miles e Spokane: 360 miles

e Medford: 270 miles e San Francisco: 630 miles
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