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Memorandum 
 

Date:  February 13, 2015 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: Miscellaneous Items 
 

 
February 19 Meeting 
The Council is scheduled to meet at 5:00 on February 19 to discuss the resignation of Mayor 
Kovash.  City Attorney Tim Ramis will advise the Council on the process in the Charter and the 
Council Rules.  Attached to this memorandum are sections from those two documents.  
 
Upcoming Council Meetings 
We have been working on the agendas for the upcoming Council meetings.  The tentative agenda 
list includes work sessions on: 
 

 Tri City Service District 

 Robinwood Station 

 Stafford Hamlet 

 A Joint Meeting with the Planning Commission 

 Evaluation of City-owned Property 

 Emergency Operations 

 
This list makes for very full work sessions through the next two months.  Please let me know if 
the Council wants to move these items around. 
 
After these work sessions, the Council will be occupied by Citizens Budget Committee meetings. 
 
Regional Wastewater 
Attached are two letters we received from Clackamas County regarding regional wastewater 
issues.  We plan to discuss wastewater issues on March 2.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.   
 
 
 
Attachment 



COUNCIL RULES SECTIONS 
 

Filling Vacancies on the Council.  Upon declaring a vacancy on the City Council, the Council will 
fill the vacancy under provisions of the City Charter. The vacancy will be advertised and 
applications will be accepted. After the filing deadline has passed, the Council may conduct 
public interviews of applicants. The Council will make a decision to fill the vacancy in a public 
meeting. 
 
Presiding Officer.  The Mayor shall be the Presiding Officer and conduct all meetings, preserve 
order, enforce the rules of the Council and determine the order and length of discussion on any 
matter before the Council, subject to these rules. The Council President shall preside in the 
absence of the Mayor. The Presiding Officer shall not be deprived of any of the rights and 
privileges of a Councilor. In case of the absence of the Mayor and the Council President, the 
City Manager shall call the meeting to order and the Council shall elect a chairperson for the 
meeting by majority vote. 
 
 

 
CHARTER SECTIONS 
 

 
Chapter III 

 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

 
Section 12. Qualifications. 
(a) A candidate for City office shall be a qualified elector under the State Constitution and shall have 
resided in the City during the twelve months immediately before being elected or appointed to the 
office. “City” means the area inside the City limits at the time of the election or appointment.  Elected 
City officers, subsequent to their election or appointment, shall continue to be residents of the City 
during their entire term of office. 
 
(b) No person may be a candidate at a single election for more than one elective City office. 
 
(c) An elected officer may be employed in a City position that is substantially volunteer in nature.  
Whether the position is so may be decided by the Municipal Court or in some other manner, whichever 
the Council prescribes. 
 
(d) Except as subsection (c) of this section provides to the contrary, the Council is the final judge of 
the election and qualifications of its members. 
 
(e) The qualifications of appointed officers of the City are as the Council prescribes or authorizes. 
 
 
 
 



Chapter IV 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Section 17. Mayor’s Functions at Council Meetings.  
The Mayor shall preside over Council deliberations and shall have a vote on all questions before the 
Council. The Mayor shall preserve order, enforce the rules of the Council, and determine the order of 
business under the rules of the Council. 
 
Section 18. President of the Council.  
At the first meeting of each year, the Council shall elect a President from its membership.  In the 
Mayor’s absence from a Council meeting, the President shall preside over it.  Whenever the Mayor is 
unable to perform the functions of the office, the President shall act as Mayor. 
 
 

Chapter V 
 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 

Section 22. Mayor.   
The Mayor shall: 
 
(a) Sign all records of proceedings approved by the Council. 
 
(b) Have no veto power. 
 
(c) Sign all ordinances passed by the Council.  Failure of the Mayor or the President of the Council 
to sign an ordinance shall not invalidate it. 
 
(d) Endorse the bond after the Council approves a bond of a City officer or a bond for license, 
contract or proposal. 
 
(e) [Deleted 05-16-06; NOTE: This pertained to Council liaisons to City departments.] 

 
(f) Appoint, with the approval of the Council, the boards, commissions and committees provided by 
the rules of the Council.  Members of the Planning Commission and Budget Committee shall have a 
minimum of six months residency in the City prior to appointment, unless otherwise provided by State 
law, and shall meet attendance requirements as set by ordinance. 

 
Chapter VII 

 
VACANCIES IN OFFICE 

 
Section 30. Vacancies:  Occurrence.  
The office of a member of the Council becomes vacant: 
 
(a) Upon the incumbent’s: 
 



 (1) Death; 
 
 (2) Adjudicated incompetence; or  
 
 (3) Recall from the office; or 
 
(b) Upon declaration by the Council of the vacancy in case of the incumbent’s: 
 
 (1) Failure, following election or appointment to the office, to qualify  for the office 

within ten days after the time for the term of office to begin; 
 
 (2) Absence from the City for 30 days without the Council’s consent 
 or from all meetings of the Council within a 60-day period; 
 
 (3) Ceasing to reside in the City; 
 
 (4) Ceasing to be a qualified elector under State law; 
 
 (5) Conviction of a public offense punishable by loss of liberty; or 
 
 (6) Resignation from the office. 
 
Section 31.  Vacancies:  Filling. 
(a)    If less than one year remains in the term of the person who held that vacant office, the vacancy 
shall be filled by appointment by a majority vote of the remaining Council members. The appointee shall 
serve the remainder of the unexpired term. 
 
(b)    If one or more years remain in the term of the person who held that vacant office, the vacancy shall 
be filled at the next available May or November election. The person elected shall serve the remainder 
of the unexpired term. A majority of the remaining Council members shall fill the vacancy by 
appointment for an interim period until a special election may be held to fill the remainder of the 
unexpired term. (Amended 09-17-13) 
 
(c) During a Council member’s disability to serve on the Council or during a member’s absence from 
the City, a majority of the remaining Council members may by appointment fill the vacancy pro tem. 
 














