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Memorandum 
 

Date:  January 23, 2015 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: Oregon City Letters regarding Tri City Service District 
 

 
As I mentioned in my December 11 memorandum, due to a recent increase in growth projections 
within the Tri City Service District (TCSD), Clackamas County (which manages TCSD) is estimating 
rate increases that are much greater than the 8-10% annually that were projected for the next 
several years.   (There are numerous reasons for the rate increases beyond just growth, such as 
the fact that TCSD had artificially low rates for about two decades due to sharing capacity with 
Clackamas Service District 1.)   
 
The City of Oregon City believes that these increases demonstrate the need for the County to 
turn over governance of TCSD to the three cities -- West Linn, Oregon City, and Gladstone.  There 
are significant legal, financial, and political issues that would have to be discussed and resolved 
before any action in this matter could ever move forward.  (For example, TCSD was originally 
formed by a vote of the citizens of the three cities.  How does one -- or all three -- cities undo the 
original vote?)  However, Oregon City is continuing to pursue this goal and has sent the attached 
two letters (one to Clackamas County and one to the cities of West Linn and Gladstone) 
discussing this issue.   
 
Our plan is to request that County staff that manages TCSD attend a Council work session this 
spring to address the status of TCSD including capital improvements that may be needed over the 
next several years.  If the Council has any desire to have a further discussion on this matter, the 
City Council may also wish to request an opinion from the City Attorney regarding the required 
legal process that would be necessary dismantle TCSD and install the three cities as the governing 
authority.   
 
 
Attachment 










