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Memorandum 
 

Date:  October 31, 2014 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: November 3 Work Session 
 

 
The West Linn City Council is scheduled to meet in a work session at 6:00 on November 3. The 
agenda for that evening includes: 
 

 Hearing Procedures.  Staff is requesting guidance from the Council on the procedures for 
two types of hearings that the Council will be holding in the near future: on the record 
appeal hearings, and on the record zone and comprehensive plan map hearings.  Staff will 
present some suggestions, but we need Council input so that these hearings can be 
noticed and we can communicate regarding procedural expectations.  

 

 Review of the November 10 agenda.  Specifically, staff would like to hear from Council if 
you have any questions regarding the Planned Unit Development/Infill amendments to 
the Community Development Code.  (The City Council previously held a work session on 
this topic September 15, 2014.)  Also, if the City Council approves the increase to the non-
residential street maintenance fee on November 10, the Council will need to consider if it 
wishes to make the fee effective January 1, 2015 or July 1, 2015.   
 

Future City Council Item 
The City Council is scheduled to review a miscellaneous set of amendments to the Community 
Development Code on December 8.  (The Planning Commission unanimously recommended 
approval of this set of amendments.)  When it is presented to the Council in a work session on 
December 1, staff will be proposing a few other additional changes that have come to our 
attention.  One specific item is that the CDC currently delegates to the Planning Commission the 
authority to be the final decision maker on zone changes that do not include a change to the 
Comprehensive Plan map.  Our attorneys don’t believe that this acceptable because the zoning 
map was originally adopted by ordinance of the City Council and, therefore, should only be 
amended by ordinance.  Since the Council is the only body with the authority to approve 
ordinances, we believe the CDC needs to be changed so that the Planning Commission 
recommends zone changes, but the Council must be the final decision maker.   
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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Memorandum 
 

Date:  October 31, 2014 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: Miscellaneous Items 
 

 
Robinwood Station 
Attached is the Operating Business Plan from the Friends of Robinwood Station.   
 
Main Street Program 
Attached is an article from Public Management Magazine discussing the Main Street Program and 
how it works in other cities.   
 
Thank you to Council Candidates 
In advance of receiving the election results on November 4, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Jody Carson, Mike Jones, Brenda Perry, and Russell Axelrod for running for City Council.  
I am always impressed by the commitment of individuals who are willing to put their names forth 
to serve in such a difficult, time-consuming, voluntary position. The City of West Linn is a far 
better place for having such dedicated citizens! 
 
 
 
Attachment 
















































