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Memorandum 
 

Date:  9/24/15 
 
To: Members, West Linn City Council  
 
From: Don Otterman, Interim City Manager 
 
Subject: Miscellaneous Items 
 

 
1. Schedule 

 Your next scheduled meeting includes an executive session at 5:00 and a work session at 
6:00 on October 5.  Senator Devlin and Representative Parrish will attend the work session 
with updates from Salem.  The agenda also includes a discussion about the I-205 
widening, the Main Street funding agreement, Tri-City governance and transportation 
funding. 

 
2. Fee Waivers for Kazi Ahmed 

 I waived the plan review fee for Mr. Ahmed and I also reduced the building permit fee 
by 50%.  In addition, I reduced his water resource area (WRA) permit fee by 50%.  And, 
all legal, inspection and administration fees have been capped at $2,500. 
 

3. City Manager Recruitment  

 The RFQ for city manager recruitment services was let today. 
o Based on feedback from the council, following three tasks were added to the 

proposed scope of work: assistance with the interview process; finalist 
background and reference checks; city council coaching. 

 A copy of the RFQ is attached to this memo. 
 

4. Arch Bridge Next Steps 

 A discussion on the Arch Bridge Concept Plan is tentatively scheduled for December 7. 

 In advance of that discussion, staff is preparing a memo for your review on the 
necessary process should the council want to obtain more alternative designs. 

 This memo will include the anticipated costs and process to retain a new consultant to 
build these alternatives. 

 It will also be necessary for the council to address the December 2014 resolution which 
directs the implementation of the Arch Bridge Concept Plan. 

 The current contract for the Arch Bridge Concept Plan implementation with Cogan 
Owens Greene was for $85,000.  Approximately $8,000 has been spent, or nine percent. 

 Cogan Owens Greene has been notified to pause work on the project until further 
notified by the city. 
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5. Awards 

 American Planning Association (APA) Award 
o The Oregon Chapter of the American Planning Association announced the 

winners of its annual Planning Award program, which recognizes individuals and 
projects that have made a significant contribution to urban planning in Oregon.  

o West Linn received the award for Public Involvement and Participation for its 
Arch Bridge/Bolton Concept Plan. 
 

 National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors (NATOA) Government 
Programming Award 

o “Pothole Pile Up” took first place in the category of Public Awareness. 
o The NATOA awards program honors excellence in broadcast, cable, multimedia 

and electronic programming produced by local government agencies.  
o If you want to watch the program again: https://youtu.be/CCgTD0-jh68 

 

 Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Award 
o West Linn has once again received the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

from GFOA. The GFOA established the Distinguished Budget Presentation Awards 
Program (Budget Awards Program) in 1984 to encourage and assist state and local 
governments to prepare budget documents of the very highest quality. 
 

6. Mead Hall Update 

 The attorney for the owner of the Mead Hall property contacted the city to affirm that 
the home is no longer being used as a business. 

 The letter from the attorney is attached to this memo. 
 

7. Stafford Update 

 The city was copied on a letter from Clackamas County BCC Chair John Ludlow to Metro 
President Tom Hughes. 

 In the letter, the County urges Metro to pause the urban reserves hearing process until 
the facilitated discussion with the county and cities can occur.   

 Additionally, Mayor Axelrod signed a similar letter from the city to Metro. 

 The letters from Mr. Ludlow and Mr. Axelrod are attached to this memo. 
 

8. Reminder – City Hall & Operations Schedule Change 

 Staff has begun rolling out the new 9-80 schedule change, which will begin on October 
5, 2015 with extended hours for city hall and operations.  The first closure day is 
October 16, 2015.   

 Planned outreach includes coverage in the Tidings, website and social media posts, 
emails to all city volunteers, signage in buildings, email footers, and email newsletter 
articles. 

 
Attachments (4): 

o City Manager Recruitment RFQ 
o Mead Hall Attorney Letter 
o Clackamas County Letter 
o Mayor Axelrod Letter 

https://youtu.be/CCgTD0-jh68















