
FENCES

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  Do I need a building permit for a fence?

A:  No.

Q:  Can the fence be built right on the property line? 

A:  Yes.  However, property line disputes sometimes happen, so you may want to get the property line surveyed to            verify the legal property line.  The city does not have surveyors available for this purpose.

Q:  Since I am building the fence can’t I have the “good” side   facing me? 

A:  No.  The construction side of the fence must face the builder and the “good” side faces out.  A “Good Neighbor Fence” is an alternative where the fence looks the same on both sides.

Q:  A six-foot high fence isn’t tall enough.  Can I build a higher fence?

A:  No.  The only way to legally exceed six feet is by applying for, and receiving, a Class II Variance.  This requires a public hearing before the Planning Commission.  Approval of the variance is not a certainty.

Q:  Can I have a front yard fence taller than three feet?

A:  Yes, but only if it is outside the front yard 20-foot setback.  Even if your subdivision allows reduced front yard setbacks, 20 feet is still required so when you drive down your front driveway, there is sufficient line of sight so you can see and be seen by pedestrians and children on the sidewalk. 

Q:  Can I build a fence on a retaining wall or earthen berm?

A:  Yes.  You can have a combination of a six-foot fence on a 30-inch high retaining wall or berm to yield a maximum height of eight and a half feet.  
If the retaining wall or berm is over 30 inches high then you can have a six-foot high fence but it must be set back two feet from the top of the retaining wall.

Q:  My rear yard is on a street corner.  Can I have a six-foot    high fence?

A:  Yes, except that it must either be setback from the clear vision area (CVA) or it must be less than 36 inches high if it goes into the CVA.  The same rule applies to vegetative hedges.  The CVA is a triangle that is measured 30 feet down each property line. 
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