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West Linn Sustainability Advisory Board
WebEx Virtual 
September 18, 2025, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Call to order: 6:06 
 
Attendance: Roberto Baturoni, Rob Kugler, Victoria Meier, Greg Smith
Absent: Mike Carlson, Kate Jaspers. Dan Reesor has had to withdraw. 
Council Liaison: Lou Groner
Staff Liaison: Dylan Digby 

Mission: The Sustainability Advisory Board is committed to collaborating with government and residents to improve the quality of life in West Linn by advancing stewardship or our environment, social, and economic resources that is equitable for all present and future generations. 
Public comments: No members of the public present.  
Check-in
Greg – Attended Planning Commission meeting about Waterfront Development Plan.  Plan was accepted with some amendments: 
(1) map of flood plain will be readjusted to incorporate FEMA data from 1996 flood; (2) reference to housing development on 5th Street will be removed; 
(3) recognize the importance of attending to both the Indigenous history of Willamette Falls as well as its industrial significance over the past two centuries.
Roberto - Still needs to engage with school about urban forest survey.
Victoria - Mentioned that Dan Reesor will be withdrawing from SAB because of a continuation of health concerns.
Rob - Will report on Berkeley ordinance regarding its natural gas usage.
 
Minutes - August minutes approved.  
 
1.  Building Electrification  
· Greg reported on electrification efforts at the state and city level.  He recently met with Lake Oswego Sustainability Network volunteers and Carra Sahler of the Green Energy Institute at the Lewis & Clark Law School.  The LOSN is interested in making a proposal to the Lake Oswego City Council about ways to restrict natural gas usage in that community.  The conversation focused on restricting natural gas piping in the Foothill region where a major housing development is being considered.  Other areas for possible collaboration between West Linn and Lake Oswego may come up in the future.  
· One that was discussed is the enactment of something like Portland’s Building Performance Standards.  These standards require commercial buildings 20,000 square feet and larger to benchmark their energy using the ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager tool and reporting it to the city.  Greg also reported on additional efforts to transition away from natural gas usage in Oregon communities.  
· Portland is using some of its Clean Energy Fund dollars to support educational efforts aimed at encouraging people to weatherize their homes and adopt electric furnaces, water heaters, and appliances.  It provides low-income residents in particular with access to professionals who can assign an energy score to dwellings.  
· Milwaukie is seeking to replace natural gas with electricity in more city buildings.  
· Eugene is developing building performance standards for existing commercial and multifamily buildings to reduce gas use over time.  
· And as the SAB discussed earlier in the year, Ashland is now charging developers an additional fee the construction of buildings that will use natural gas.
 
· 2.  Berkeley Building Emissions Savings
· Rob reported on the Berkeley Building Emissions Savings (BESO) aimed at reducing building-related greenhouse gas emissions by requiring energy assessments before buildings are sold. It mandates that building owners identify and publicly report opportunities to save energy and emissions, often accelerating building electrification and efficiency upgrades.  This ordinance governs everything from homes (850-15,000 square feet) to 25,000 square foot businesses.  
· When a building goes up for sale there is an assessment of emissions.  This is then used as part of the advertisement used to sell the building.  The assessment lays out energy efficiency upgrades that would be the responsibility of the buyer. The assessment can potentially increase the possibility of a sale for highly efficient buildings.  
· Fees associated with the assessment are low at $79,.  If such an ordinance were enacted in Oregon, Oregon Energy Trust could be approached about doing the assessments, something they do routinely.  Rob will be meeting with Carra Sahler on Friday to discuss this further.  He will send an e-mail about what he learns to Victoria, who will then forward this to the rest of the SAB.  This is something we might consider doing in West Linn.  
 
3. Prep for discussion with City Council on Parametrix's recommendations:
Discussion of Parametrix recommendations with the City Council at the October 7, 1:00 p.m. meeting.  Victoria, Rob, and Roberto will be in attendance.
 
• Ask the Council to commit to incorporating sustainability design factors into the new public works building. 
• With regard to the transition to LED lighting, see whether there is a way to track from year to year what proportion of lighting fixtures in city buildings are in fact using LED bulbs.  Lou suggests tracking this on purchase orders, comparing LED to other bulbs bought.  Dylan will speak with public works staff person responsible for this about the best way to collect this information and whether it can be done without too much expenditure of time.
• Working with local developers to help with the installation of more EV chargers.  Dylan speculated that the SAB writing a letter to these developers might be useful.  So far this effort is falling on Rory’s and Dylan’s shoulders.  After Greg asked about approaching a company like Shell to install EV-chargers in West Linn similar to what they have done at the Gladstone Walgreen’s lot off Highway 99, Roberto said that Electrify America is collaborating with Walmart to install EV-chargers in Walmart parking lots across the country.  SAB will explore this program and consider approaching the manager of the West Linn Walmart on 43 about being an early adopter. 
• Dylan suggested that the city is unlikely to devote any staff time to efforts aimed at increasing opportunities for recycling, repurposing, and repairing.  He observed that a number of organizations are already doing something like this—the Lions Club with recycling, Robinwood Station with repair fairs, and the library with its tool library. Dylan says that a staff person in the county office of sustainability has helped organize similar activities.  At issue may simply be finding ways to alert more of the public to these opportunities.  Greg will write an op-ed about this topic for the Tidings.  
 
• We discussed three of the finance opportunities for sustainability laid out in the Parametrix report. 
1) Dylan believes that the city is not doing enough projects related to energy savings to warrant keeping track of whatever savings they bring. 
2) Green Bonds, on the other hand, may be worth some consideration.  Lou suggested that the SAB could do some research and make a case for implementing a Green Bond program, even though this would potentially compete with other city bonds currently being considered.  A presentation about this would be appropriate at the October 8 meeting about the city budget.  No one volunteered to do this, but it might be worth exploring for the future (editorial comment of secretary).  
3) The third finance opportunity listed by Parametrix involves utility incentives and partnerships.  The city was able to take advantage of some Energy Trust rebates in the renovation of the historic city hall.  Something like this could be explored for other city projects.  Roberto suggestsed that it would be useful to share information about incentives for the general public, as well.  Rob suggested that one of the things the SAB could do is collect information about incentives and rebates available to the public and then place this on the city website.  
 
4) Food Scraps Trash Collection
 
Food scraps pick-up.  Dylan has held off on calling a meeting between West Linn Refuse and Recycling and the SAB because the new legal assistant has said that there are several legal pieces that need to be reviewed.  Dylan will speak with the assistant about timing of a potential meeting once this has happened.
 
5) New SAB members
Greg encourages us to find people to nominate for SAB.  He mentions the potential value of having City Council members doing the same thing, something that had happened to him.  Victoria says she was encouraged to join SAB by a former mayor.  
 
Future Meetings
We will hold an in-person meeting in November as a way to finish up the yearly review of SAB efforts and to develop a list of issues we want to take on the 2026.
 
Adjourned: 7:05
Action Items 
Rob will be meeting with Carra Sahler on Friday to discuss this further.  He will send an e-mail about what he learns to Victoria.
Victoria will then forward this email to the rest of the SAB.  
Greg will write an op-ed about this topic for the Tidings.  
Victoria, Rob, and Roberto will be in attendance at the City Council meeting on October 7, at 1:00 p.m. 
Dylan will speak with public works staff person responsible for this about the best way to collect this information and whether it can be done without too much expenditure of time.
Dylan will speak with the assistant about the timing of a potential meeting once this has happened.

Dylan will see if we can be put later on the docket for the Oct. 7 meeting so Rob can attend. 

All Members
SAB will explore Electrify America's collaboration with Walmart for installing EV chargers and will consider approaching the manager of the West Linn Walmart on Hwy 43 about being an early adopter. 
SAB could do some research and make a case for implementing a Green Bond program, even though this would potentially compete with other city bonds currently being considered.  
All SAB members are encouraged to find people to nominate for SAB.  
