Willamette Neighborhood Association
Pacific West Bank

Date: May 11,2011

Agenda

Call to order at 7:05.

1. Introductions:
Neighbors present:  Beth Kieres, Carrie Beal, Becky Smith, Kari Sapp, Bill Sapp, Mike Hill, Jim Markovics, Carol Markovics, Greg Smith, Elizabeth Hall, Jim Pierce, Eric Cederquist, Shannen Knight, Wally Walker, John Bradford, Ellen Bradford, Midge Pierce, Miles McCoy, Christian Johnson, Gary Shockey, Danny Schreiber, Julia Simpson, Mike Murr, and Gail Holmes.
2. Minutes from 4/13/2011 were accepted as written.
3. Treasurer’s Report; US Bank account balance-$3275.98, City stipend at PAC West Bank $227.64
Guest Speakers: 
Greg Smith and Mike Hill-Informative presentation on the Blue Heron Paper Co bankruptcy, subsequent liquidation of equipment,  sale of property and the current interest in the property from multiple organizations including; Bridgeport developer, Native American tribes (2), Metro, Clackamas Co, international investors and others.  WNA residents in the area have organized –would like to see this area utilized as park, recreation and wet land reserve. 
Major Points
1. Property includes the plant property in Oregon City and the 40 acres that lagoons sit on in West Linn.

2. Property mortgage currently held by Wells Fargo.
3. Oregon plant has lead, asbestos and perhaps other toxins.

4. Lagoons were dredged in the 1990’s – the silt was found to be clean enough for agricultural fill. Recent testing found lagoons had no toxins.

5. 40 acres zoned residential and light industrial.

6. Carrie Beal is a descendent of the Volp’s, owns a manufactured home on the property and rented from the Blue Heron Paper Co (now pays rent to bank owner). Original sale included a clause that the home could stay on the property. She has received written communication from lawyers handling the bankruptcy.
7. PGE owns the river front land (between the river and the lagoons).

8. Contacting the bankruptcy trustee is very important; this is the deciding body for sale, paying creditors.
Summary: Neighborhood high level of interest in what happens to the Lagoons.  A motion was made to develop an ad-hoc committee responsible for handling Blue Heron Lagoon communications and information. Motion was seconded. Passed unanimously. Committee Co-Chairs: Greg Smith and Mike Hill. For questions and updates contact Greg Smith at gasmith@lclark.edu or by phone: 503-657-3926 or Mike Hill at 503-657-0774. Groups first appeal: All residents are encouraged to contact metro councilor, Carlotta Collette 503-797-1887 600 NE Grand Ave, Portland, OR 97232 or email at: carlotta.collette@oregonmetro.gov  . Residents are encouraged to voice support for lagoon property to be utilized as reflected in Metro’s Willamette River Greenway goals: Protect fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, scenic resources and improve public access to the river along the greenway from Wilsonville to the Multnomah Channel.
New Business:
1. 2011 nominations for WNA officers

a. Beth Kieres, Chair
b. Julia Simpson Co-Chair
c. Stephanie Nicoletti and Elizabeth Hall Co-Secretary
e. Elizabeth Rocchia, Treasurer
*voting to take place next monthly meeting.

2. Main Street’s Summer Solstice Celebration-Midge Pierce

a. Main Street Promotions Committee run by Midge Pierce has taken on support of the Farmer’s Market and decided to produce an event to help ensure success of the market in Willamette.

b. Appealing to neighborhood for start up money to pay for entertainment for the Summer Solstice Celebration. Fundraising is in progress.
c. Event date: June 22, 2011 from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm. located between 12th and 14th on Willamette Falls Drive.
d. Event will include merchant participation in a sidewalk sale, music, games, and puppet theatre in a Renaissance theme. 

e. Event budget upwards of $1600 dollars of which Main Street has no committed funds currently.

Motion made and seconded: to donate $500 dollars to the Willamette Main Street promotions committee to fill any budget shortfall ($1500) for the Summer Solstice Celebration. Any portion of the donation not needed to fulfill the $1500 budget requirement will be returned to the WNA. Motion passed unanimously.
Committee Reports

1. Bylaws Committee-voting on new bylaws draft passed unanimously. New bylaws can be found on city webpage.
Announcements: 
1. West Linn Day 5/14 ; planter clean up , spread mulch, ivy pull on east WFD passed 7th.

2. League of West Linn Neighbors meets Sat 5/14 at Pac West Bank.

3. Gail Holmes as rep of Planning Commission is requesting community comments and involvement to help inform CCI (Commission for Citizen Involvement) of important issues affecting residents

4. Willamette Living History Tour is planning for the September 17, 2011 event and needs volunteers and actors. Contact www.willamettelivinghistory.org or email willamettelivinghistory@gmail.com .
