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any part of any street, alley, or highway.  
[Section 8.140 renumbered 8.240 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.245 Presence of Engineer.  The city 
 engineer, or his deputy or such 
inspector or inspectors as the engineer may 
designate, shall be present and about any 
building or structure being moved at all times 
the same is within any street. 
[Section 8.145 renumbered 8.245 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.250 Moving at Night.  In case any 
 building is moved at night, the 
mover shall provide such barricades, lights, 
flares, and watchmen as may be necessary 
to safeguard the traffic and persons using the 
street. 
[Section 8.150 renumbered 8.250 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.255 Permit Fees.  When application is 
 made for a permit under sections 
8.200 to 8.255, the applicant shall pay permit 
fees in an amount set by council resolution. 
[Section 8.155 renumbered 8.255 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

HOUSE NUMBERING

8.275 Structures to be Numbered.  The 
 city shall be laid out into certain 
areas, and structures within these areas shall 
be given numbers as a means of facilitating 
identification of said structures. 
[Section 8.175 renumbered 8.275 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.280 Map on File.  There shall be on file 
 with the city manager a map or 
similar means of furnishing to applicants who 
reside within the city limits of West Linn a 
"house number" and said number is to be the 
identification for a structure at a certain loca-

tion on a street. 
[Section 8.180 renumbered 8.280 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.285 House Numbers--Furnished by 
 City Manager.  House numbers 
shall be furnished to applicants by the city 
manager free of any cost to the applicant. 
[Section 8.185 renumbered 8.285 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.290 House Numbers--Definition.  By 
 "house numbers", it shall be under-
stood to be an identification only that is given 
to the applicant. 
[Section 8.190 renumbered 8.290 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.295 Posting Numbers Required.  All 
 residential, commercial, and indus-
trial structures for which a house number has 
been designated by the city, shall bear upon 
the front thereof or upon a post or standard 
at or near the street, house numbers which 
are clearly legible from the street.  House 
number designations in Roman numerals 
shall be prohibited.  No new residential, 
commercial, or industrial structure may be 
issued an occupancy permit by the city with-
out complying with this section. Upon issu-
ance of a building permit for the new con-
struction of a structure which will require 
marking by permanent house number after 
the completion thereof, there shall be posted 
upon the premises or upon a post or stan-
dard near the street, temporary house num-
bers clearly legible from the street. 
[Section 8.195 renumbered 8.295 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

ELECTRIC AND BARBWIRE FENCES

8.300 Barbwire and Electric Fences 
 Prohibited.  No person, firm or 
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corporation shall erect, construct, or maintain 
any barbwire or electric fence within the city 
unless the requirements of section 8.310 are 
met, or unless it is erected with the purpose of 
containing livestock upon a lot of a minimum 
of one acre in area; provided further, that in 
said one acre lot at least 20,000 square feet 
must be present per head of livestock.  In 
addition to the above requirements, no 
barbwire or electric fence may be erected, 
constructed, or maintained within five feet of 
the right-of-way of any public street, alley, 
pedestrian way, bike way, hiking trail, or other 
public way; and further provided, that no such 
fence may be located within 100 feet of a 
residence other than a dwelling upon the 
same lot, except that an electric fence may be 
located within 100 feet of a residence other 
than a dwelling upon the same lot if the 
requirements of section 8.310 are met. 
[Section 8.200 renumbered 8.300 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.305 Existing Fences.  The owner,  
 occupant, or custodian of the prem-
ises upon which there is situated a barbwire or 
electric fence existing on the effective date of 
the ordinance codified in sections 8.300 to 
8.315 which is in violation of the requirements 
set forth herein, shall be notified by the city 
manager by certified or registered mail of the 
existence of said violation.  The notice shall 
provide that such existing fence must be 
removed within 30 days of receipt of said 
notice.  Failure to remove a violating barbwire 
or electric fence within said 30-day period 
shall constitute a violation of sections 8.300 to 
8.315. 
[Section 8.205 renumbered 8.305 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.310 Exception Procedure.  The city 
 manager shall have the authority to 
authorize issuance of permits for the erection, 
construction, or maintenance of electric fen-

ces other than electric fences for the contain-
ment of livestock as set forth in section 8.300 
if he finds that all of the following requirements 
are met: 
 (1)  That the electric fence is located 
within an entirely fenced and/or enclosed area 
in which appropriate and suitable measures 
have been taken to render the area secure 
from children other than children of the own-
ers, occupants, or custodians of the premises. 
 (2)  That the electric fence shall be 
utilized for the sole purpose of preventing 
damage to property of the owner, occupant or 
custodian of the premises by wild animals, 
such as raccoons, opossums, or deer.  Sub-
stantial evidence of the presence of a threat of 
such damage and that there are no other 
reasonable methods of control must be estab-
lished to the satisfaction of the city manager. 
 (3)  Appeal of any decision of the city 
manager pursuant to the terms of sections 
8.300 to 8.315 may be made by any inter-
ested party to the city council within 15 days of 
the date of the city manager's decision. 
[Section 8.210 renumbered 8.310 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

8.315 Permit Required.  Prior to erecting 
 or constructing any barbwire or 
electric fence pursuant to sections 8.300 or 
8.310, the person, firm or corporation erecting 
such fence or desiring to erect the same shall 
first obtain a permit from the city.  The appli-
cation for such permit shall be accompanied 
by an accurate scale drawing which shall 
indicate the location of such fence with refer-
ence to any public way, property line and 
structure.  No fee shall be charged for such a 
permit. 
[Section 8.215 renumbered 8.315 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.]

[Sections 8.400 to 8.495 (Street Trees) repealed by 
Ordinance No. 1503, adopted May 5, 2004, adding   
new Sections 8.500 to 8.798.] 
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[Section 8.395 renumbered 8.495 and amended by 
Ordinance No. 1399, adopted August 26, 1996.] 

COMMUNITY TREE ORDINANCE 

8.500 PURPOSE.  The purpose of 
 Sections 8.500 to 8.798 is to ensure 
that the City and any areas that may become 
part of the City of West Linn will continue to 
realize the benefits provided by its urban 
forest, and to establish a process and 
standards which will minimize uncontrolled 
cutting or destruction of trees or wooded areas 
within West Linn.  It is the intent of Sections 
8.500 to 8.798 to establish, maintain, and 
increase the quality of tree cover on public 
and private lands within the City; maintain City 
trees in a healthy and non-hazardous 
condition through good arboricultural 
practices; and to provide a stable and 
sustainable urban forest.  Sections 8.500 to 
8.798 also recognize the value of the urban 
forest for its effect enhancement of the urban 
environment in the following ways: 

1. Healthy, well-maintained trees 
enhance business and residential 
environmental and property values. 

2. Trees reduce air pollution by trapping 
dust on their leaves and in their bark, 
while also absorbing gaseous and 
liquid pollutants in their leaves and 
roots and returning oxygen to the 
atmosphere. 

3. Tree roots stabilize the soil and 
impede erosion. 

4. Trees reduce summer heat by 
blocking direct sunlight and glare.  
Evaporation of moisture from the 
leaves cools the surrounding air and 

moderates temperatures. Trees 
preserve and enhance water quality in 
streams and rivers. 

5. Trees soften the geometric rigidity and 
hard surfaces of streets and buildings. 

6. Trees muffle and buffer city noises. 

7. Trees are recognized by a majority of 
residents as an essential component 
to community livability and quality of 
life. Trees foster a sense of connection 
to the natural environment and are 
widely considered to be a key 
component to the overall aesthetics of 
a community. 

It is the goal of the City of West Linn, through 
implementation of this ordinance and through 
other measures designed to encourage and 
promote tree conservation and planting on 
both public and private lands, to maintain 
and increase tree canopy coverage within 
the City.  In addition to and separate from 
this ordinance are standards concerning 
trees and tree protection in the Community 
Development Code (CDC). 
[Section 8.500 added by Ordinance No. 1503, adopted 
May 5, 2004]

8.510  DEFINITIONS. 

Basal Flare:  That portion of a tree where 
there is a rapid increase in diameter at the 
confluence of the trunk and root crown. 

Building footprint: The two-dimensional 
configuration of an existing building's 
perimeter boundaries as measured on a 
horizontal plane at ground level.  

Business Days:  Monday through Friday – 
exempting any holidays. 


