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Memorandum 
 

Date:  April 18, 2014 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: Follow-up to Joint Work Session with the Planning Commission 
 

 
At the Council’s April 7 discussion with the Planning Commission, the Council asked that staff 
provide information regarding some of the issues brought forth by one or more members of the 
Planning Commission.   
 

 Technology  
o The Planning Commission would like to select a means for receiving agendas and 

other materials.  Staff would suggest that each member of the Planning 
Commission determine if he/she would like an iPad or a Windows tablet, and we 
will provide each with the instrument of choice.  We will put all agenda items, etc. 
in Dropbox for them, or they can review the materials from the City’s website.   

 

 Copies of Council materials to the Planning Commission 
o The Planning Commission would like copies of all planning-related materials that 

go the Council.  All Council materials are provided in one of two methods to the 
Council – as part of an agenda package or by a memorandum from the City 
Manager.  Both of these are available on the City’s website.  Anyone interested in 
either or both of these may go on the City’s website to review them; may 
subscribe to an automated email that notifies subscribers; or may subscribe to an 
RSS feed from the City which provides an update to the subscriber.   

 

 Planning Docket 
o The Council asked to review/update the docket at an upcoming Council work 

session. We have scheduled this for April 21.  
 

 Communication from the Council to the Planning Commission 
o The Planning Commission would like more direct communication from a member 

of the Council when the Council initiates a legislative proposal.  The Council liaison 
(currently the Mayor) will need to attend Planning Commission meetings to 
provide this level of support.  

 



Page 2 – City of West Linn Memorandum 

 Commission for Citizen Involvement (CCI) 
o The Planning Commission would like input into the CCI.  The Council previously 

directed that the CCI should consist of the Council and the chairs of the Historic 
Review Board and the Planning Commission.   Staff is attempting to schedule the 
next CCI meeting in the next 2-3 months at which the CCI can adopt a scope of 
work and procedures.   

 

 Planning Commission Presentations to the Council 
o The Planning Commission does not believe staff reports to the Council accurately 

reflect the Planning Commission’s position on issues.  The Planning Commission 
would like to make presentations to the Council.  This is a Council decision.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.   
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Memorandum 
 

Date:  April 18, 2014 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 

From: Chris Jordan, City Manager CJ 

 
Subject: Oregon City Franchise Fee 
 

 
At the direction of the City Council, this week we sent the attached letter to the City of Oregon 
City requesting a waiver from the Oregon City franchise fee.   
 
We have also reviewed the possible impacts to the West Linn budget and to West Linn citizens of 
this franchise fee.  Attached are three spreadsheets showing the following: 
 

 The impact on Tri City Service District (TCSD): It is our understanding the 2014 franchise 
fee for TCSD will be $191,000.  This based on a rate of 6% of TCSD revenues generated 
within Oregon City.  TCSD also supplied the Tri City Advisory Board with estimated rates 
for the 9-year period of 2014-2022.  The spreadsheet shows the amount of the franchise 
fee for each of these years and the total for the period.  It also shows the share of the fee 
paid by West Linn, Gladstone, and Oregon City customers if the fee were to be distributed 
equally among all customers based on usage.  You will see that the West Linn share over 
the 9-year period totals $842,000. 

 

 The impact on the South Fork Water Board: Based on rate possible rate increases 
provided by the South Fork General Manager, South Fork would be required to pay a total 
of $843,000 over the 9-year period.  West Linn’s share would total $295,000.  Again, these 
totals are based on 6% of revenues generated within Oregon City.   

 

 The total impact on West Linn: Based on the projected rate increases and on an equal 
distribution by both South Fork and TCSD to all rate payers, West Linn’s total contribution 
to Oregon City over the 9-year period would amount to $1,183,000.  This averages 
$131,000 annually and, by 2022 would be $169,000.  (Please note that based on this 
distribution, Oregon City rate payers would make total payments of over $1.5 million 
during this period). 

 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Attachment 
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Memorandum 
 

Date:  April 18, 2014 
 
To: John Kovash, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council  
 
From: Chris Jordan, City Manager 
 
Subject: Miscellaneous Items 
 

 
April 21 Agenda 
We have made a few changes to Monday night’s agenda: 
 

 Removed the Stafford Hamlet Update.  Thane Eddington was to provide this update but 
cannot be in attendance.  We will attempt to reschedule.   

 

 Added an amendment to the contract for police station project management.  As usual 
with a project the size of the police station, there have been several changes to the 
project’s scope and schedule over the past three years.  Our contract for project 
management with Bob Galante needs to be amended to accommodate the changes to the 
scope and timing.  Mr. Galante’s hourly rate does not change; just the total cost and the 
termination date of the contract.  

 
Clackamas County Library Leadership 
At the April 11th Clackamas County Library Director’s meeting, West Linn Library Director Holly 
Mercer was voted Chair for the next fiscal year. In that role, Holly will be the leader for the group, 
organizing agendas and meetings, facilitating discussions and contributing to the future strategic 
direction of the libraries in LINCC.  
 
Tree City USA 
This week, the Mayor received the attached letter from the Arbor Day Foundation recognizing 
West Linn as a Tree City USA.   
 
Attachment 






