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Summary Notes 
 
Attendees:  
Ben Kittelson, Dan Gardner, Linda Neace, Gail Holmes, Jesse Knight, Rennie Muzii, Ryerson Schwark 
 
Meeting Time:  

8:01 am to 9:02 am 

Public Comment 

• Roberta Schwarz, a member of the Savanna Oaks Neighborhood Association, came and gave 
comment on a potential zoning change on undeveloped land near Tannler Drive in West Linn.  
This was after a developer had a pre-application meeting with the Planning Department of the 
City.  She also submitted resolutions from the Savanna Oaks Neighborhood Association and the 
Willamette Neighborhood Association opposing the potential zone change. The resolutions are 
attached to these Summary Notes 

Discussion: 

• Non-Residential Street Maintenance Fees: Committee discussed three proposals to change the 
street maintenance fees.  The concern was generally that any raise in fees would not create 
meaningful revenue for maintaining streets since there aren’t very many businesses in the City.  
There was consensus that the tier proposal did not generate enough revenue to be worth the 
hassle of administering it, so the group focused on raising the cap on commercial businesses.  
The discussion focused on how feasible it would be to raise the cap 75%, many of the businesses 
that would be affected could afford that increase and it would sufficiently separate the big 
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businesses from the mid-sized ones.  There was a motion to recommend to the City Council that 
the commercial cap should be raised by 75%.  This motion was seconded and passed 6-0. The 
Committee then considered the possibility of raising the public cap, consensus was that it was 
not worth it.  There was a motion to keep leave the public cap alone, it was seconded and 
passed 4-0. 

• Committee Goals for Next Year: the Committee discussed goals for next year and how to 
encourage economic development and help businesses.  There was a consensus around 
separating out “Guiding Principles” from “Goals” because many felt the 2013 goals mixed the 
two together.  The Committee wanted to add goals about reaching out to the business 
community, helping to make retail/office space easier to find, and working on regulatory 
improvements for use of signs and special events.  They also wanted to put a priority on doing 
the home based business survey.  Staff will create a goals sheet and guiding principles for review 
by the Committee over email. 

• Rezoning of Commercial Lands: The Committee Chair Gail Holmes spoke about the pre-
application meeting she attended with the City’s Planning Department and a potential 
developer for a site near Tannler Drive in West Linn.  Staff stressed that there was no application 
currently, that they would be more than willing to give information to the Committee once an 
application was submitted, and read a letter from the potential developer’s land use lawyer (the 
letter is attached to these Summary Notes).  The Committee talked generally about the limited 
supply of commercial land in the City, but agreed that it was too early to take a position on the 
possible development.  As a result they tabled discussion on the issue until after an application 
to rezone the land is submitted. 

• Other Business from the Committee: staff gave an update on the CPP Tourism grant process, 
Linda Neace will come with an update next meeting on a commuter rail project which may pass 
near West Linn, and then the meeting was adjourned. 

Motions or Proposals: 

• Ryerson Schwark motioned to recommend raising the non-residential street maintenance fee 
cap by 75% to $892.50 a month. Rennie Muzii seconded.  Passed: 6-0 

• Rennie Muzii motioned to leave the non-residential street maintenance fee public cap alone, 
keeping it at $300 a month.  Linda Neace seconded. Passed: 4-0 with Ryerson Schwark and Jesse 
Knight abstaining. 








