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Councilor Teri Cummings 

Councilor Mike Jones 
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There are five members of the West Linn City Council.  Each 
member serves four-year terms, and are elected at-large by 

West Linn voters.  Email the entire Council at 
cwl_council@westlinnoregon.gov. 

Councilor Mike Jones 

mjones@westlinnoregon.gov 
Term expires:  12‐31‐14 

Councilor Teri Cummings 

tcummings@westlinnoregon.gov 
Term expires:  12‐31‐12 

Council President Jenni Tan 

jtan@westlinnoregon.gov 
Term expires:  12‐31‐12 

Councilor Jody Carson 

jcarson@westlinnoregon.gov 
Term expires:  12‐31‐14 

Mayor John Kovash 

jkovash@westlinnoregon.gov 
Term expires:  12‐31‐12 



Goal 1 - Economic Development 

• The City Council will provide Economic Development Leadership 
and an Economic Development Strategy by the end of the year. 

• Meet with economic development experts in an effort to learn about 
the process and tools that are available to create more viable and 
sustainable economic development in West Linn.  

• Coordinate with the Economic Development Committee. 
• Allocate resources to support dedicated staff to manage an economic 

development plan process that reflects the Highway 43/Willamette 
Falls Drive visioning process.  

May 2012 Update: 

• Chris Kerr accepted the offer to become West Linn’s first Economic 
Development Director.  He will wind down his Senior Planner duties and 
assume the Director position on June 1, 2012. 

• A March 23, 2012 email to the Economic Development Committee 
detailed the transition that the Committee will make while Kerr assumes 
the Director positions and begins work on this topic. 

• The Clackamas County Economic Development Office presented 
information at the April 16, 2012 City Council work session. 

• Greater Portland, Inc. is scheduled to present at a City Council work 
session on May 14, 2012. 

July 2012 Update: 

• Eric Underwood, Economic Development Director for the City of Oregon 
City, presented information on municipal economic development efforts 
at the June 18, 2012 work session. 

• Chris Kerr outlined the 2012 West Linn economic development plan at the 
July 16, 2012 work session. 

• Chief Financial Officer Richard Seals presented information on urban 
renewal financing at the July 16, 2012 work session. 



Goal 2 - Community Aquatic/Recreation Center 

• The City Council will work with the Aquatic Center Task Force to 
determine the optimal financing arrangement, physical configuration, 
and timing to send a bond measure to a vote. 

• Continue review of public/private partnerships and report to the 
Aquatic Center Task Force. 

• Discuss decision making process and timeline with the Aquatic 
Center Task Force. 

• Conduct detailed community survey that includes information about 
preferred partnership alternative to gauge support and viability of 
bond measure. 

• Receive recommendation from Task Force regarding partnership and 
possible timing of a bond measure. 

May 2012 Update: 

• The City Council met with representatives of the Aquatic Center Task 
Force on April 12, 2012, and discussed the status of possible public/
private partnerships and the timing of a possible bond measure. 

• A survey consultant has been retained to assist the Task Force in their 
inquiry into the optimal arrangement for construction and operations that 
will receive community support. 

• Clarifying information on the history of this issue and the process moving 
forward will be added to http://wlpool.com.  

July 2012 Update: 

• The survey consultant met with a focus group on July 11, 2012 to assess 
public perceptions related to public‐private partnerships. 

• Next, the survey consultant will use the focus group findings to inform a 
statistically valid and reliable community survey on partnership options. 

• The Task Force continues to hone messages and work on outreach 
opportunities in advance of a potential ballot measure. 



Goal 3 - Blue Heron Property 

• The City Council will create a Master Plan for the former Blue Heron 
property. 

• Determine opportunities and constraints by April 2012. 
• Establish a task force with clear direction to draft and recommend a 

master plan. 
• Complete citizen involvement and master plan process. 
• Receive and review a Master Plan recommended by the task force. 
• Form an agreement with the County and adopt the master plan. 

May 2012 Update: 

• The County was successful in its bid for the Blue Heron property, despite 
earlier reports that a developer had outbid the County.   

• The Planning Department was assigned this project in April following the 
announcement of the County’s successful bid.  They presented a  project 
update to the City Council at the May 7, 2012 work session. 

• Task Force formation is anticipated to begin in mid‐May, with additional 
outreach activities commencing in June. 

• The Planning Department’s master planning process will work in 
conjunction with the County’s remediation/restoration study and plan.   

July 2012 Update: 

• The Blue Heron Task Force was formed and they held their first meeting 
on July 11, 2012.  This included a walking tour of the 39‐acre property. 

• Planning staff continues with community education and outreach on this 
project.  A specialty web site—http://ImagineWillamette.org—is tracking 
the progress of this project and currently features an online survey to ask 
for citizen input on the potential property use. 



Goal 4 - Water Infrastructure 

• The City Council will determine a preferred alternative to secure 
funding to replace the Bolton Reservoir and/or for ongoing 
maintenance needs by June 30, 2012. 

• Meet with representatives of the Utility Advisory Board (UAB) and 
Finance Department to discuss UAB recommendation. 

• Develop a survey exploring finance and strategic options. 
• Appoint a citizens task force with clear direction to gather additional 

information, educate the community and provide recommendations 
to the Council. 

May 2012 Update: 

• The Utility Advisory Board presented its recommendation to the City 
Council on March 5, 2012. 

• The Water System Improvement Task Force has met three times to discuss 
the public opinion survey and to gather additional information. 

• Additional Task Force meetings are scheduled throughout May with the 
goal of presenting a recommendation to the City Council in June. 

• Results from the public opinion survey were shared with the Task Force on 
May 3, 2012 and with the City Council on May 7, 2012. 

• The Task Force will next meet with advisors from the police station ballot 
measure to better understand optimal timing for money measures.  

July 2012 Update: 

• The Water System Improvement Task Force met six times and ultimately 
made a recommendation to wait on a water funding measure until 2013. 

• The Utility Advisory Board requested that the City Council pursue a 
funding measure in 2012. 

• At the July 16, 2012 Council work session, the City Council decided to wait 
until 2013 to pursue a funding measure, and to direct the WSITF and UAB 
to work on community education outreach on water infrastructure. 



Goal 5 - Police Station 

• The City Council will ensure the community receives maximum value 
for the Police Station bond. 

• Steering Committee appointed to provide advice to project team and 
City Council. 

• Receive quarterly updates from the Steering Committee and act on 
recommendations.  

May 2012 Update: 

• The RFP for architectural and engineering services was released and two 
responses were received. 

• The Police Station Steering Committee is currently reviewing those 
responses, and will make a recommendation for City Council approval at 
the June 11, 2012 City Council meeting. 

July 2012 Update: 

• Group Mackenzie was selected as the architect/engineer for this project. 

• A design committee was formed which includes the Steering Committee, 
staff, and neighborhood representatives. 

• A memorandum of understanding with the Clackamas County Arts 
Alliance was signed to provide public art selection assistance. 

• An eco‐charrette was held on July 18, 2012 to help determine the 
sustainability design options for the station. 



Interest 1 - 2013 Centennial Celebration 
• Assist with the long-range planning process for this event and work 

closely with the volunteer planning committee. 
• Provide reasonable funding for advertising and the August 15, 2013 

celebration.  

May 2012 Update: 

• The Centennial Committee continues to meet and sub‐committees are 
assigned to specific tasks to move the overall program forward.    

• The Centennial Committee is currently looking for historic photos to use in 
Centennial materials and events. 

• A quilt program has been established. 

• The committee is seeking events each month to be established during 
2013 so the celebration runs all year long. 

July 2012 Update: 

• The Centennial Committee continues to meet regularly to determine the 
events and activities for 2013. 

• The City gave $2,000 in seed money for the Centennial Committee’s start 
up costs. 



• Direct City staff to engage the community in a discussion of 
alternative revenues for increasing long-term financial viability.  

Interest 2 - Long-Term Financial Stability 

May 2012 Update: 

• Staff‐level discussions have begun on this topic. 

July 2012 Update: 

• A staff reorganization created the “Management & Budget Team” 
comprised of Finance, HR, IT, and Communications.  This team will focus 
on communicating budget and forecast issues to the staff and community, 
and making recommendations on potential City efficiencies. 
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Interest 3 - Stafford 
• Oppose development of the Stafford area. 

May 2012 Update: 

• The City is waiting for the LCDC report that acknowledges the Metro 
decision designating Stafford as an urban reserve. 

July 2012 Update: 

• The City continues to wait for the LCDC report. 

• The City continues to monitor Lake Oswego’s requested expansion of the 
UGB for its tennis park. 

• The City continues to monitor a proposal to site a Street of Dreams 
development in the Stafford area in 2013.  This area is currently unserved 
by municipal utility services and West Linn will oppose any proposal to 
serve this area. 


