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WEST LINN
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
March 28, 2011

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Council Present:
Council President Jody Carson, Councilor Jenni Tan, Councilor Mike Jones, Councilor Teri
Cummings, and Mayor John Kovash.

Staff Present:
City Manager Chris Jordan, Assistant City Manager Kirsten Wyatt, City Recorder Kathy Mollusky,
City Attorney Tim Ramis, and Parks and Recreation Director Ken Worcester.

Approval of Agenda

Council President Jody Carson moved to approve the agenda for the March 28, 2011 West Linn
City Council meeting with the one change of moving the Patrick Condon presentation to the
end of the meeting so there is plenty of time for questions. Councilor Jenni Tan seconded the
motion.

Ayes: Council President Jody Carson, Councilor Jenni Tan, Councilor Teri Cummings, and
Mayor John Kovash.

Nays: None.

The motion carried 4-0



Proclamations, Recognitions and Scheduled Presentations

Tree City USA Presentation
Parks and Recreation Director Ken Worcester introduced Mike Haasken from the Oregon
Department of Forestry.

Mr. Haasken congratulated the City of West Linn for being recognized as a Tree City USA city for
the 18th year. There are only 54 cities in Oregon who have this award. There are four criteria
to receiving this designation: (1) adopted urban tree ordinance, (2) have a tree board or
commission, (3) need to spend at least $2 per capita on a tree program in your city, and (4)
conduct an Arbor Day or Arbor Week ceremony. On behalf of the Arbor Day Foundation, Mr.
Haasken presented the Tree City Award to the City of West Linn.

Arbor Week Proclamation

Proclamation
Mayor Kovash read the Arbor Week Proclamation and informed citizens of all the Arbor week
events occurring throughout the City.

Consent Agenda

River Heights Tree Removal Contract

Agenda Bill 2011-03-28-01
Councilor Cummings inquired if there is a copy of the contract and about the homeowner’s part
in removing and replacing the trees.

Mr. Worcester stated the City is in a partnership with the homeowners. This phase is for the
removal of the trees and the stump grinding, the next phase will be for replanting the trees.
The City is working with the residents on each street to select their trees. The City is hoping to
get the trees and sidewalk repair done this month. Right now 89 residents (or 66%) are
partnering with the City. For $255, residents can get their trees out, stumps ground, sidewalk
repaired, and trees replaced. The total project is about $75,000. The City will receive about
$30,000 back from the residents, $10,000 grant from insurance company as risk mitigation, and
there is money in the tree canopy replacement fund.

Councilor Tan confirmed the $75,000 includes replacement costs.

Council President Carson stated it is great to work with the community to take care of these
trees that are problematic.



Council President Jody Carson moved to approve the River Heights Tree Removal Contract and
authorize the City Manager to sign it. Councilor Mike Jones seconded the motion.

Ayes: Council President Jody Carson, Councilor Jenni Tan, Councilor Mike Jones, Councilor Teri
Cummings, and Mayor John Kovash.

Nays: None.

The motion carried 5 -0

Community Comments

Alice Richmond is very proud of West Linn for receiving the Tree City Presentation. On March
17 she went to the County meeting regarding the transfer of Rosemont Road to the City, it
passed unanimously.

Jerry Offer thinks the new trail by Fields Bridge is great. The north end dead ends at Dollar
Street. Previously, the nursery allowed citizens to walk there. Since the nursery is now closed,
it is posted no trespassing. Mr. Offer would like the City to look at continuing the trail at this
location. The trail at the other end is underneath the bridge by the old house. The condition of
the house has really deteriorated. Mr. Offer thinks it’s an attractive nuisance and wants the
City to do something with the house.

Report from the City Manager

City Manager Chris Jordan thanked Mr. Offer for raising those issues. The Parks Department
and Parks Advisory Board has been wrestling with what to do with this house for a while. One
of the items on the upcoming Council agenda is surplus City property and this property is on
that list.

Regarding trail access, the City is checking into an easement over the property. The City should
be able to rebuild the trail soon, pending any land use issues.

Mr. Jordan reminded citizens that curbside cleanup is next week which allows citizens to place
up to five extra garbage bags at the curb.

Business from the City Council

Mayor Kovash is the Council liaison for the Transportation Advisory Board. One of the items
discussed was bus shelters. Areas where bus shelters may be helpful are (1) by the VA

clinic and (2) in the Willamette area by the food pantry. It is difficult to get funding from Tri
Met for bus shelters due to lack of ridership. Mayor Kovash and Councilor Tan have been
talking to other groups about partnering with the City. Mayor Kovash would like to move from
just talking to other organizations to having them suggest projects. He is appreciative of the
Transportation Advisory Board in stepping up and having ideas on how we can improve the City
and what we need to have done. He advises other boards and commissions to do this also.




Councilor Cummings spoke with citizens about bus shelters. She would like the City to ask Tri
Met for assistance before paying for the shelters. She inquired about the West Linn business
share of the Tri Met tax and how it is working for us since ridership is limited.

Business Meeting

Creating Livable and Sustainable Communities by Patrick M. Condon
Mr. Sonnen introduced Patrick Condon.

Mayor Kovash thanked Mr. Condon for his presentation.

Adjourn



